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Calling all Kingsdon Students 
 

The Kingsdon Chronicle is looking for students of 

any age to participate in the production of the Au-

gust  Chronicle.  
 

Would you like to be the assistant editor, write arti-

cles, take photographs or just report events?   
 

Is there something you would like to see new in the 

Chronicle?   
 

No previous knowledge of  producing a news letter 

is necessary, or having access to a computer.                                                                                          
 

If you are interested and would like to take part 

please contact Wally at 4 Manor Close, Tel: 01935 

841444    Email wallyellott@hotmail.com 

Fun Quiz and Dance News 
A Wine and Cheese tasting test will be part of the 

Solstice Quiz / Dance being held in Kingsdon Vil-

lage Hall on Saturday 22nd June,  Other topics in 

the quiz will be questions on the ‘Moon, Odd Road 

Signs and Guess the Missing Word’  There will also 

be a prize for the silliest hat.  A hot supper will be 

served during the interval and there will be a li-

censed bar.   Tickets are on sale at Kingsdon Stores.  

Don’t  wait till the last minute to get your  tickets as 

they will be strictly limited.     

See page  5 for more details 

The Princess Royal to Visit Kingsdon 
 

HRH The Princess 

Royal, in her role as 

President of the World 

Horse Welfare will be 

paying a private visit to 

their Rescue and Rehom-

ing Centre at Glenda 

Spooner Farm, Brincil 

Hill, Kingsdon on Friday 

7th June where she will 

be able to view their ex-

citing plans for its improvement and expansion.   

 

Over the course of the next few years they will be 

building an isolation unit, barn, crew yard, visitor cen-

tre and indoor school which will allow them to better 

meet the evergrowing demand to rescue, rehabilitate 

and rehome horses in need, whilst at the same time 

sharing their horse care knowledge and wider work, in 

a community with more horses than almost any other 

part of Britain. 

 

The Telephone Box is ours !!! 
 

Yes, Kingsdon Village is now the 

proud owner of the red BT tele-

phone box in School Road. These 

boxes are fast becoming iconic 

symbols of Britain’s heritage and 

plans are now in place to renovate 

it possibly into a book exchange or 

similar. However, please note that 

the telephone in the box is -  
          

 

NO LONGER 

WORKING.                                 
 

Anyone who has an emergency 

will have to use their own phone or 

contact a friend or other resident in 

Kingsdon 

Kingsdon War Memorial 
 

Kingsdon Village Hall Committee would like to hear from 

anyone who has knowledge of former Kingsdon residents 

who lost their lives in any war.  If you can help with any in-

formation please contact Marilyn Elliott on 01935 841444   

Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 



Summer Concert 
in 

 Charlton Adam 

Church 
  

 Friday 19th July at 7.30pm 

 

A Recital of music  
Harpsichord (Matthew Bale) & Violin  (Lorna Osbon) 

                                                                           

Programme to include works by 

Bach, Corelli and Piazzolla 

 

Proceeds in aid of new altar vestments 

 

Tickets £7.50 (to include a glass of wine)  

available from  

Charlton Adam Post Office or Liz Bale Tel 01458 223164                                                            

 

 

 

 

Collection Dates for Kingsdon in June       
 

Wheelie Bins  

Tuesdays  4th & 18th 
 

Recycling 

Tuesdays 4th, 11th,  18th & 26th 

Mobile Library Dates 2013 
 

Stops at:  Pendle, Middle Street 10:25-10:35 

a.m.    School Lane 10:40-10:50 a.m. 

Dates 2013 (Thursdays, every 4 weeks)   

23rd May,  20th June,  18th July,  15th Au-

gust,  12th Sept, 10th Oct, 7th Nov,  5th Dec. 

County Council Elections 
 

At the elections held on Thursday May 2nd for the Election of a County Councillor for the Somerton Division, which 

included Kingsdon, there was a good turnout in Kingsdon.  There were 298 voters on the roll of which 167 cast their 

vote, either on the day or by postal vote,  a turnout of 56%.   The overall turnout within the Somerton Division was 

44% and the result was as follows: 

CHAMBERS , Margaret Ruth      Green Party                        412 votes 12.2% 

GADD, Julia Mary Frances          Liberal Democrat                788 votes 23.3% 

PAGLIA, Oliver Frances              UK Independence Party     514 votes 15.2% 

PEARCE , Alan                            Labour   133 votes 3.9% 

RUDDLE , Dean Douglas            Conservative     1450 votes   42.9% 

Congratulations Tom Lancaster 
Kingsdon’s Rugby Star 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Castle Cary RFC Under 7's Player of the Year.  

Well done Tom! 

Congratulations  Laura 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Laura and Maisey 
 

 

Kingsdon photographer Laura Jones  has been  shortlisted 

for the ‘News Photographer of The Year’ in the EDF South 

West Media Awards 2013. 
 

 

 

Laura is also the senior photographer with       

 

A family run business with years of experience and            

qualifications in photography based in Wincanton. 
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Oli Bell interviews Sir Alex Ferguson   
 I have known Oli since he was a young teenager at Oundle School.  I often picked him up for his holidays in Kingsdon, 

getting into the car with the racing post under his arm, and plenty of tips!  His ambition then was to work in the racing 

media business, which he achieved on leaving school at the age of 18.  He started his media career in radio covering a 

variety of racing and sporting events and moved into television with Racing UK in 2006.  He returned last year from a 

two year stint in Sydney where he fronted the International racing coverage on Sky 

Racing Australia.  He is now back with Racing UK as one of the main presenters, 

either in the studio, on-course or also out and about fronting features. 

 In June 2012 he acquired a part-share in the Rainbow Hunter, a horse trained by 

Kim Bailey that lined-up in the 2013 Grand National and eventually finished second 

past the post after unseating Aidan Coleman. 

When I saw the photograph of Oli and Sir Alex on the internet I asked him to tell us 

how it came about, his explanation is, in his own words:  ‘Basically, he has a horse 

running in the Epsom Derby called Telescope which he part owns through the High-

clere syndicate.   My uncle trains a few horses for Sir Alex so I had met him before 

a few times, and when I found out on Sky Sports news he was coming to Newmar-

ket, I thought I would be cheeky and ask whether he would mind doing an interview 

about racing with me.   He agreed and we discussed his passion for racing, his early 

racing memories, his first bet was a winning bet on Nicholas Silver in the Grand National and, despite the fact that I 

was under strict orders not to talk about football, I did manage to get him to talk about comparisons with top trainers 

and top managers and what sets them apart from the rest. He plans to spend a lot more time racing now he is a retired 

man and says winning the Derby as an owner, would be 'the pinnacle' of his racing life.  He was entirely charming, fas-

cinating and scary all rolled into one and thankfully I didn't get a hair dryer thrown in my face. He did say I went on too 

long and that I waffle like my dad but as everyone in the village knows when I start talking, not even Sir Alex Ferguson 

can shut me up!!  I am under the impression that apart from Man Utd TV after the West Brom match, that I was the first 

person to interview him for the television  since his last game in charge as manager of Manchester Utd……..which is 

quite cool!  (Wally) 
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Kingsdon Ladies Club 
 

The May meeting of the Ladies Club was opened by Lynne Davies and 16 members were present. Lynne introduced 

our guest speaker Carol Northover who talked about her collection of nutcrackers . She started collecting them about 8 

years ago and keeps her collection, of over 200 nutcrackers, in 3 china cabinets. The oldest one in her collection is 

dated about 1750 and is a tiny pocket nutcracker. She has others made in wood,iron, brass and silver, and they have 

come from all over the world. 

The speaker for June is Sali Money who will be talking about Jewish High Days & Holidays Cooking Demonstration. 

New members are welcome and the next meeting will be held on June 11 th at 7:30 pm in the village hall. 
 

The Mary's Meals Backpack Project 
 

In April, Ann White gave a talk at the Ladies Club entitled Mary's Meals. This is a charity set up by two Scottish 

brothers. One of the founders, Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow is trying to raise awareness of this global movement that 

sets up school feeding projects in some of the world's poorest communities, where hunger and poverty stop children 

from gaining an education. The idea is to provide one daily meal in a place of education in order to attract chronically 

poor children into a classroom where they gain an education that can, in the future, be their ladder out of poverty. 

Mary's Meals began by feeding 200 children in Malawi. Today Mary's Meals feeds over 600,000 hungry children 

every day in 16 different countries across the world. The average worldwide cost to feed a child for a whole school 

year is just £10.70. Wherever possible, Mary's Meals uses locally grown food to support the local economy, whilst 

mothers help in preparing and serving the meals.   93 pence out of every £1 raised goes to the charity. 

The Backpack Project was set up by the charity to encourage the children to school. The backpacks have an electrify-

ing effect on the children, many of whom have never received a present before and have little or no material posses-

sions. A simple backpack filled with education materials can be a lifeline to these children, since studies show again 

and again that gaining an educa-

tion is most important. So the 

Ladies Club have decided to par-

ticipate in this Backpack Project 

and would appreciate it if any 

Kingsdon residents, family and 

friends, are able to donate any of 

the items listed below. Even one 

item would be of help. Apart 

from a toothbrush, all items 

should be secondhand. All dona-

tions to go to Ann Leahy at The 

Tithe Bam or Babs Conway at No 

2 Cary Way Bungalows, Under-

wood Road, before the 1st Octo-

ber. For further information or 

offers of assistance, please con-

tact Ann Leahy on 840502.                                                 

Alternatively there is a website 

www.marysmeals.org 

Beth Waller 
A well attended memorial service, conducted by 

Revd Alan Symonds for the late Beth Waller, was 

held at All Saints Church, Kingsdon on Saturday 

18th May followed by refreshments at the Village 

Hall.  The following message has been received 

from Beth’s daughter Vivienne 
 

"Beth's family thank all her friends for coming 

and joining her Memorial Service on 18th May. It 

was a fitting and memorable occasion. Just under 

£200 was collected for Somerset County Cricket 

Club. Let's hope this will help them to hold on to 

one of the trophies which has so nearly eluded 

them in the last few years!" 
 

All best wishes, Vivienne 

Kingsdon Cricket Club 
Match results 

28th April  Home to Queen Camel (40 overs) Lost 

Kingsdon 134 (J. Schofield 71, S. Dromgoole 21) 

Queen Camel 136 - 0 (S. Gerring 107,  n.o. P. Werton 29 n.o.) 

 

12th May   Away to Dinder & Croscombe (40 overs) Lost 

Dinder 170 - 6 (B. Futcher 53, D. Culpin 26,  I. Birrell 3 - 14) 

Kingsdon 140 (N. Price 46, D. Delahay 24, R. Auswick 4 - 15) 

 

19th May   

Home to Ditcheat  (35 overs)  Won 

Kingsdon 119 - 7  

Ditcheat 46 (S. O’Malley 6 - 19) 
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THE FAITH HEALER 
By Peter Crowter 

 

My dad told me a story and t’was one he liked to tell, 

T’was all about a chap called Ern who wasn’t very well. 

He had a problem with his legs the doctor couldn’t fix, 

And to help him walk he always had to use two sticks. 
 

Then some chap in Kingsdon said, ‘Now listen Ern to this, 

A meeting soon in Somerton is one you must not miss. 

Some bloke is coming to the town, they say tis Thursday night, 

This man is a faith healer and he’s sure to put you right.’ 
 

Ern went to the meeting, there were lots of other folk, 

They all sat in silence while the man got up and spoke. 

‘You must all have faith in me,’ is what the fellow said. 

‘My healing powers will reach you through my hands upon your head.’ 
 

Said Ern to dad, ‘We all went up and when it was my turn,’ 

‘What’s your name?’ the fellow said, ‘I said, They call me Ern.’ 

He put hands upon my head and said ‘Bless you my son.’ 

Total faith you have in me, for doubts you must have none. 
 

Throw away your left stick Joe’, I did as I was told, 

I thought that were quite enough but then low and behold, 

‘Throw away your right one now,’ he says as bold as brass.’ 

‘I thought I’d better do it and I went down on my ass.’ 
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Well, if Abraham Lincoln 

said it then it must be 

true ! 

Village Field News 
 

Fortunately no one  was on the 

footpath across the village 

field when a branch came 

down in the high winds on 

Thursday 9th May or they may 

have ended up with a headache 

or worse! 



Kingsdon Seniors Club 
 

Marilyn Elliott welcomed 21 members to the Seniors meeting on 22nd May.   The guest speaker was Susan Anders 

from the RSPB, whose topic was the  Great Crane Project at Westhay Moor Nature Reserve. 
 

Susan joined the Somerset RSPB team in July 2012 working 3 days a week as the Somerset Wetlands Community Offi-

cer. Susan is building and expanding a programme of community en-

gagement work, which is so vital to the long-term success of the pro-

ject. Susan has worked on a wide range of environmental community 

projects across the globe, and is delighted to be working with cranes!                                                                  

Her talk was accompanied by a film and slides which all found totally 

captivating.  

 

Project overview   The Great Crane Project aims to re-establish a sus-

tainable population of the iconic Eurasian Crane to the Somerset Lev-

els and Moors, a traditional stronghold for the species. 

This will help to secure its future as a British breeding species and will 

engage the public, landowners and other interested parties with cranes 

and wider wetland conservation issues. 
 

Background   For centuries, cranes have evoked strong emotional re-

sponses in people. Their size, elegant appearance, behaviour and 

haunting calls have inspired expression through human art, artefacts, 

mythology and legend in cultures around the world.  Once widespread 

in Britain, the Eurasian Crane is one of the world’s most flamboyant 

and iconic wetland birds.  Habitat loss and hunting led to its extinction as a breeding bird by around 1600, but since 

1979 a small population has become resident in the Norfolk Broads. This population remains isolated and extremely 

vulnerable. 
 

Objectives   To re-establish a sustainable population of Eurasian Cranes to the Somerset Levels and Moors, where they 

were once widespread 

The Great Crane Project is a partnership between WWT, The RSPB, Pensthorpe Conservation Trust and Viridor Credits 

Environmental Company   It aims to reintroduce Eurasian Cranes to the Somerset Levels, from which they have been 

absent for 400 years, thus helping to secure the future of the Eurasian Crane as a British breeding species. 

Phase 1 of the project will involve the release of 100 juvenile Eurasian Cranes (20 per year for five years) between 2010 

and 2014. 

Juvenile cranes for reintroduction will be acquired as eggs collected under licence from the nests of wild birds living in 

an established population in Germany.   Eggs will be translocated to rearing facilities at WWT Slimbridge. At the rear-

ing facilities, eggs will be hatched and the chicks hand-reared by the isolation-rearing (puppet/costume) technique used 

successfully to establish non-migratory populations of Sandhill Cranes and Whooping Cranes in the USA. 

Extensive research has identified the Somerset Levels and Moors as the best reintroduction location in the UK, due to 

the availability of existing breeding and feeding habitat, and the potential for additional habitat creation. 

Juvenile Eurasian Cranes, fitted with leg-rings and satellite transmitters to facilitate post-release monitoring, will be 

released from a purpose-built release enclosure. 

The project will also engage landowners, the conservation sector and general public with crane reintroduction, and en-

courage its promotion as part of a sustainable rural economy in Somerset. 

To this end, the partners will deliver a sustained programme of public engagement and PR throughout the project to 

highlight the potential of targeted conservation work for delivering wider wetland conservation benefits in Britain. 

The Great Crane Project will be a ‘flagship’ project for the conservation and restoration of wetland landscapes and will 

encourage wide adoption of conservation-friendly land use. 

For all the latest news on the project  go to:   http://www.thegreatcraneproject.org.uk/latest-news 
 

Teas were served by Peggy Cypryk and Pamela Ford.  The next meeting of the club, 26th June, is an amusing insight 

into the work of Age UK. Everyone is welcomed to come and join us at 3pm. 
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Plants and Paintings Sale 
 

Saturday 8th June in Kingsdon Village Hall                

10am till Noon 
 

All proceeds from the sale will be going to 

Kingsdon Cricket Club 



Battle of the Atlantic 70th Anniversary 
 

Over the last few weeks  the 70th anniversary of the Battle of the Atlantic (BOA 70) has been commemorated with a 

series of events centred around the cities of Liverpool, London and Derry-Londonderry. 

The Battle of the Atlantic was the longest continuous military campaign in World War 2, at its height from mid-1940 

through to the end of 1943 

The Royal Navy Historic Flight from Yeovilton has been very much involved in the Battle of the Atlantic 70th com-

memorations, and in particular their Fairey Swordfish Mk.II LS326 which was the star of the show, both over London 

and Liverpool.  

Marilyn and I attended the commemorations held in Liverpool over the weekend 24th - 26th May    Below are some 

photographs taken in London and Liverpool from up above courtesy 

of the R.N. photographers also a few of my own, at ground level! 

 In appropriately poor Battle of the Atlantic weather, LS326 holds near 

Greenwich prior to leading the RN flypast over  London.                    

[©Lee Howard] 

Flypast over Liverpool Cathedral 

            The Flypast along Liverpool water front                                           Demonstration by Commando’s captur ing the pirates!        

The Shard under attack!! 
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Over the Thames 



National Memorial Arboretum  
 

It was only fitting that on our way home to Kingsdon we visited the Na-

tional Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire.   

                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Armed Forces Memorial, dedicated in the presence of Her Majesty 

the Queen on 12 October 2007, is a nationally significant focus for Re-

membrance. It honours those members of the Armed Forces (Regular and 

Reserve) who were killed on duty while performing functions attributable 

to the special circumstances and requirements of the Armed Forces, or as 

a result of terrorist action, and those who died while deployed on desig-

nated operations. 

The Captain Walker  

Memorial 
 

In memory of Captain F.J. Walker CB            

DSO *** Royal Navy, the men of his              

36th Escort and 2nd Support Group                  

and all those who fought in the                         

Battle of the Atlantic 1939-45 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marilyn’s dad served with Capt 

Walker’s 36th Escort Group in the Bat-

tle of the Atlantic on HMS Woodpecker 

which sank seven U Boats, before being 

torpedoed by U-256 on 20 February 

1944 in the North Atlantic.  

While being towed toward home, the 

Woodpecker foundered and sank in an 

Atlantic storm. The skeleton crew in-

cluding Marilyn’s dad were rescued.  

 

Marilyn is pictured by the Capt. Walker 

Memorial on Liverpool water front. 

The Memorial Walls 
A poignant reminder of my Army ser-

vice when I saw the name on the Me-

morial Wall of my SQMS who was 

killed in an accident when we were 

stationed  in Germany in 1963. 
 

 

 

 

There was also a reminder for my 

grandson Sam, who saw the name of 

the late Jon Egging, who he met 

whilst doing his ‘Work Experience’ 

with the Red Arrows in 2011 at RAF 

Scampton  
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Kingsdon 100 + Club  
May Draw 

 

1st - no 25 - Robert Adeney  

2nd - no 105 - John-Paul Higgerson  

3rd - no 1 - Gillian Carnall 
 

At the last count 120 people have joined the 100+ club. 

 

All proceeds less prize money goes to the upkeep of the Kingsdon 

Chronicle. 

 

Anyone can join the 100 club, whether you live in Kingsdon or else-

where and each individual  member of a household may join. Applica-

tion forms are available at the Kingsdon Stores and it only costs £12 for 

the year 

 

   Monthly Prizes 

 

     1st                       2nd                   3rd 

   £15                     £10                 £5 

 

   December Prizes 

   1st                         2nd                    3rd 

   £50                     £20                   £15 



An 8-year-old girl went to her grandfather, who was working in 

the yard and asked him, "Grandpa, what is a couple sex? The 

grandfather was surprised that she would ask such a question, but 

decided that if she's old enough to know to ask the question then 

she's old enough to get a straight answer. Steeling himself to 

leave nothing out, he proceeded to tell her all about human repro-

duction and the joys and responsibilities that go along with it. 

When he finished explaining, the little girl was looking at him 

with her mouth hanging open, eyes wide in amazement. Seeing 

the look on her face, the grandfather asked her, "Why did you 

ask this question, honey? The little girl replied, "Well, Grandma 

says to tell you that dinner will be ready in just a couple secs. 

The train was quite crowded, so a U S. Marine walked the entire length looking for a seat but the only seat left was 

taken by a well dressed, middle-aged, French woman's poodle… The war-weary Marine asked, 'Ma'am, may I have 

that seat?' The French woman just sniffed and said to no one in particular 'Americans are so rude. My little Fifi is us-

ing that seat.'  The Marine walked the entire train again, but the only seat left was under that dog. 'Please, ma'am.  

May I sit down? I'm very tired.   She snorted, 'Not only are you Americans rude, you are also arrogant!'  This time the 

Marine didn't say a word; he just picked up the little dog, threw it out of the train window, and sat down. 

The woman shrieked, 'Someone must defend my honour! This American should be put in his place!' 

An English gentleman sitting nearby spoke up, 'Sir, you Americans often seem to have a penchant for doing the 

wrong thing. You hold the fork in the wrong hand. You drive your cars on the wrong side of the road. And now, sir, 

you seem to have thrown the wrong bitch out of the window. 

Duz tha speak Yorkshire? 
 

Police have just released details of a new drug craze that 

is being carried out in Yorkshire nightclubs. Apparently, 

Yorkshire club goers have started injecting Ecstasy just 

above their front teeth. 

Police say the dangerous practice is called "e by gum" 
 

A Yorkshire man takes his cat to the vet. 

Yorkshire man: "Ayup, lad, I need to talk to thee about 

me cat." 

Vet: "Is it a tom?"                                                               

Yorkshire man: "Nay, I've browt it with us." 
 

A Yorkshire man’s dog dies and as it was a favourite pet 

he decides to have a gold statue made by a jeweller to 

remember the dog by. 

Yorkshire man: "Can tha mek us a gold statue of yon 

dog?" 

Jeweller: "Do you want it 18 carat?" 

Yorkshire man: "No I want it chewin' a bone yer daft 

bugger!" 

Manchester United sign a new hotshot striker from 

Ewanda and in his first game he scores a hat-trick of bril-

liant goals. He phones his mum as soon as the game fin-

ishes, to tell her his news. She starts crying as soon as he 

speaks.  He asks her what is wrong, and she says, 

"This morning your sister was attacked by a gang of thugs 

and your little brother was savaged by a pack of wild dogs. 

Then your father was shot by a sniper and I was mugged 

and beaten while on my way to the store.'" 

Heartbroken, the footballer says, "Mum, I'm so sorry!" 

"You should be!" shouts his now very angry mother. "It's 

all your fault we had to move to Manchester!" 

A cowboy rode into a new town and stopped at a 

saloon for a drink. Unfortunately, the locals had a 

habit of picking on strangers. When he finished his 

drink, he found his horse had been stolen. He went 

back into the bar, handily flipped his gun into the 

air, caught it above his head without even looking 

and fired a shot into the ceiling. "Which one of you side-

winders stole my horse?!" he yelled with surprising force-

fulness. 

No one answered. 

"Alright, I'm gonna have another beer, and if my horse 

ain't back outside by the time I finish, I'm gonna do what I 

dun in Texas! And I don't like to have to do what I dun in 

Texas!" 

Some of the locals shifted restlessly. 

The man, true to his word, had another beer, walked 

outside, and found his horse returned to the post. 

He saddled up and started to ride out of town. The bar-

tender wandered out of the bar and asked, "Say partner, 

before you go ... what happened in Texas?" 
 

The cowboy turned back and said, 

 "I had to walk home." 

Did you hear about the fat, alcoholic transvestite - All he 

wanted to do was eat, drink and be Mary. 
 

My mate just hired an Eastern European cleaner, took her 

15 hours to hoover the house.        Turns out she was a 

Slovak. 
 

A mummy covered in chocolate and nuts has been dis-

covered in Egypt.   Archaeologists believe it may be 

Pharaoh Roche… 
 

Two Indian junkies accidentally snorted curry powder 

instead of cocaine.   Both in hospital...one's in a korma.. 

The other's got a dodgy tikka! 
 

Just A Reminder to those who stole Electrical Goods in 

Last Year's Riots....Your One Year Manufacturer's War-

ranty Runs Out Soon. 
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Dry Cleaning 
A dry cleaning collection service is   

available at Kingsdon Stores. 

The Dry Cleaning Co. will collect 

every Friday 

Firewood For Sale 
Kindling  £3    Pallet Logs  £5.00 per bag                             

or  £80 per load  free delivery to 

Kingsdon  otherwise £10 
 

Tel Pauline on 07835036865 or Les on 

07925327353 



Kingsdon Parish Councillors and their Specific Topics  
 

Tony Masters: (Chairman)   Jacaranda, Lotment Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LG Tel 01935 840801  

Email: armasters@btinternet.com 
 

Angela Saunders: (Vice-Chairman,  Finance )  Chatsworth, Top Street, Kingsdon, TA11 7JU    Tel 01935 840130                                               

Email: angiesaunders@btinternet.com  
 

Mel Clode: (Dog fouling and related items, Litter, Graffiti, Fly tipping, Fly posting, Damaged bins & Abandoned  

vehicles and related items)  3 Underwood Rd, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ Tel 01935 840293 Email: mel-

clode273@btinternet.com  
 

Antony Colton: (Highways, Defibrillator)  30 Underwood Road, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ Tel 07894954449  Email: 

antmaria50@gmail.com  
 

 

Dave Morris: (Footpaths & Trees)   Stithians Cottage, North Town, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ.  
 

Elaine Owen: (Community Centre)  Innes House, Lower Road, Kingsdon, TA11 7LL   Tel 01 935 841120  

Email: elaine.kingsdonpc@uwclub.net 
 

John Calvert (District Councillor Northstone Ward) Peacock Cottage, High St. Queen Camel. BA22 7NQ  

Tel 01935 850458 Email: john.calvert@southsomerset.gov.uk  
 

Dean Ruddle  (County Councillor Somerton Division) Freshfields, Cartway Lane, Somerton TA11 6JH                     

Tel: 07976 556054    Email: deanruddle@me .com 
 

David Heath MP Constituency Office - 14 Catherine Hill, Frome, Somerset, BA11 1BZ Tel: 01373 473618  

Fax: 01373 455152 Claire Hudson: head of office - email: hudsoncl@parliament.uk  
 

Kate Hatt (Kingsdon Parish Council Clerk).    Bluebell House, Mow Barton Road,   Kingsdon.. TA11 7DX              

Tel 01935 841275  Email kingsdonclerk@btinternet.com  
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MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON   

THURSDAY MAY 9th 2013 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.00pm 
 

Present: Mr A Masters (Chairman); Mrs. A Saunders (Vice-Chairman); D. Morris, M. Clode, and Mrs E Owen (Parish 

Councillors); Mr J. Calvert (District Councillor); Mr D. Ruddle (County Councillor); Mrs S Smith (Parish Clerk) plus 

22 parishioners. 
 

Apologies: Mr A. Colton (Parish Councillor). 
 

The minutes of the previous Annual Parish meeting held on April 12th 2012 were read, agreed and signed. There were 

no matters arising from the minutes. 
 

The Chairman, Mr A Masters, introduced Mrs Kate Hatt, in-coming Parish Clerk; and Mr Dean Ruddle, in-coming 

County Councillor. 
 

Chairman’s Report.   The Chairman, Mr A Masters, gave the following report: 
 

It was very encouraging the more parishioners are attending Parish Council meetings. This includes some of the new-

comers, who are also taking an active role in community affairs. A simple example you may have noticed is the daffo-

dils through the village, most of which were planted by John Yates and Alan Toms. 
 

A vacancy exists following the resignation of Richard Holloway, who have given many years of invaluable service. We 

have also endeavoured to relive Sally Smith, Council Clerk, of some of her duties because she is very busy with her 

other commitments. We have transferred Council’s financial accounting to Angela Saunders until another Clerk is ap-

pointed. 
 

The precept for next year was set at £7,000.00, an increase of £1,500.00, taking account of new legislation changes re-

lating to council tax. We have also budgeted £3000.00 for repair to the recreation field wall and some money set aside 

for unforeseen circumstances. 
 

A payment of £400.00 has been made to the Church towards the upkeep of the graveyard. Consideration is being given 

to an annual payment of £500.00. 
 

We have received £1000.00 from SCC’s Health and Wellbeing Fund which is schedules for additional children’s play 

equipment which is being organized by Mr. Brown. 
 

Elizabeth Berry has again kindly given a donation of £384 towards the recreation field rent. 
 

Numerous planning applications have been reviewed, including the Manor School development relating to 21 properties 

which was agreed with the exception of the dangerous exit at lodge corner onto the B3151. 
 

31 allotments have been let for £217.00 for the forthcoming year. 
 

A new noticeboard which has been donated is being installed by the telephone kiosk. 
 

Council has bought the telephone kiosk for the sum of £1.00. John Yates has agreed to do it up, subject to some assis-

tance forthcoming. 
 

Thanks to Jimmy Zouche, County Councillor, and John Calvert, District Councillor, for attending our meetings, provid-

ing much guidance and assistance. 
 

Finally, a big thank you to Wally Elliott for mowing the recreation field os tidily and also keeping a “safety eye” on the 

children’s play equipment. 
 

Report from Jimmy Zouche, who was County Councillor for Somerton and Northstone Division during the year. (NB 

Mr Zouche was not present but sent in his report which was read by the Clerk): 
 

I would like to highlight some of the changes that have taken place at County during the last twelve months: 
 

In January the County Council signed a contract with British Telecom which will bring high speed (super fast) broad-

band to 90% of Somerset’s residents and businesses over the next few years. 
 

The County Council electoral boundaries (divisions) have been altered, this change has reduced the number of Somerset 

County Councillors from 58 to 55. In this division we have become slightly larger and have taken on both the Parishes 

of Long Sutton and Upton. 
 

Yeovil is now set to become the latest Somerset library to move to self service following the successful introduction 

throughout the County in five new areas including Taunton. The touch-screen kiosks allow customers to borrow, renew 

and return books and other items as well as check reservations and pay charges. 
 

The County Council has started paying back the £350 million debt it inherited from the previous administration saving 

more than a million pounds a year in interest payments. 
 

This is my opportunity to tell you how much I have enjoyed being your representative at County over the past four 

years. It has been my privilege to work for you, of course I am looking forward to my retirement but I will miss you. 
 

Thank you all. Page 12 



Report by District Councillor John Calvert: 
 

Over the year, the main feature apart from the development of the Manor School has been the closure and future of 

the Kingsdon primary school and building. We thwarted an application to build houses on the site and more impor-

tantly we have had our interest in the site and buildings formally registered. This now means that the buildings can-

not be sold without first giving six months’ notice to Kingsdon Parish of the intention and offering an opportunity for 

the village to match the price. 
 

There have been other aspects of course throughout the year, but I believe this is the principal achievement. 
 

Village Hall Report by Marilyn Elliott. 
 

The Management Committee have met twice in the year to maintain the smooth running of the village hall. At the 

AGM in June 2012, Marilyn Elliott was elected chairman, taking over from Martin Singleton. A presentation was 

made to Martin at the “Take Art” event in recognition of all his hard work during his long spell in charge of the Vil-

lage Hall. Marilyn will continue to be responsible for the bookings; Ian Dibben has taken over as treasurer. 
 

The hall is regularly used by Short Mat Bowls, Table Tennis, Ladies Club, Seniors’ Club, Art Club, Yeovil District 

Canine Society, All Saints’ Church and The Parish Council. The hall was used on 325 occasions. 
 

A new screen has been fitted, which is remotely controlled, the windows and sills have been apinted, a blind has been 

fitted in the storeroom, new electric sockets have been added in the hall, with an external one for functions requiring 

lighting etc. outside. 
 

The Village Hall AGM is to be held on 17th May to which everyone is welcome. 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Report by Martin Singleton, Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator: 
 

Since last year’s report to the Parish Council, I am only aware of the theft of wheels from a trailer and one burglary. 
 

Last week I attended a NHW meeting at Yeovil Police Station and the following information may be of interest to 

Kingsdon residents. 
 

The New Police and Crime Commissioner has visited various locations in Somerset and Avon to establish the con-

cerns of the public. AS a result of these enquiries she has instructed the new Chief Constable to concentrate on reduc-

ing Domestic Violence, Burglary, Victim Support and Anti-Social behaviour. 
 

In line with Government cuts, Avon and Somerset Constabulary are having to cut their spending by 20% over the 

next four years. These cuts will mainly be made at the Headquarters and it is not intended to reduce manpower on the 

frontline. 
 

Fiona Wilson remains our PCSO and at present there is a review taking place into their working patrtern and whether 

to extend their powers. There is also a review taking place into the opening hours of the front offices at Police Sta-

tion. 
 

Over the twelve months ending the 31st March, in South Somerset there have been 200 less victims of crime every 

month. This area has one of the lowest crime figures in the county. Anyone interested in having first hand experience 

of the police can apply to the “Ride-along Scheme”. 
 

A new website is in the process of being designed, which should improve communications with the public and NHW 

schemes of which there are 406 in South Somerset. In addition, there are 383 Farm Watches and 21 Church Watch 

schemes. Avon and Somerset Constabulary still send information to Neighbourhood Watch contacts using the pre-

sent system and this has been displayed where apporpirate in the Post Office and/or circulated to residents. The 

Kingsdon Chronicle and e-mails have also been used to circulate relevant information to residents, for which we 

thank Wally Elliott. Anyone who does not receive such e-mails and wishes to do so should ask Wally to add them to 

his list. 
 

Remember if you have information about any crime, phone the police on 101 (this has a connection charge of 15p, 

non of which goes to the police) or you can call anonymously to the independent charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555 

111. For general information about Neighbourhood Watch nationally, there is a website www.ourwatch.org.uk. 
 

Kingsdon Chronicle report by Wally Elliott: 
 

The Chronicle has continued to be published monthly without fail, as it has since it was first published on 15th Octo-

ber 2007. This month’s issue will be the 70th. 
 

All printing and paper costs have been financed by 100+ Club, which 120 people have joined, together with volun-

tary contributions and the annual £100 contribution from the Parish Council. 
 

The printing cost and paper for 2012 was £969.80p. Added to this was the cost of the new printer at £1,074. 
 

At the beginning of 2012 the Chronicle account was £700 in credit. AT the end of the year the account stood at 

£1332.68p. This increase was due to the 100+ club and some very generous donations. At the present time the ac-

count stands at £1126 which will cover this year’s costs plus a working reserve. 
 

It is not too late to join the 100+ club, application forms are available at Kingsdon Stores. Page 13 



Kingsdon Cricket Club report by Wally Elliott: 
 

Since the last report the new pavilion has been built thanks to the expertise and hard work of Ben Carlisle. It became 

usable for our first home game on 28th April. There is however still a lot of work to be done such as installing a 

rainwater tank and pipe work. 
 

Connection to the main’s electricity and water, two very costly items, will be done as and when the finance is avail-

able. 
 

The move back to the Manor Field has been a very costly exercise. The work on the field, turning it inot a cricket 

ground complete with a square, cost over £10,000. The construction of the pavilion to date has cost over £22,000 

with approx £2,500 further expenditure this year. 
 

Whilst we received money from J&B Development Ltd and a grand from Viridor, expenditure has far outweighed 

income. The above expense has been on top of the considerable day to day running costs of theclub. It has meant 

players have had to endure a substantial increase in their annual membership. 
 

I would like to thank those generous residents who have supported the club financially by becoming Vice-presidents 

and have helped up to just keep our heads above water! 
 

Anyone who would like to join as a Member of Vice-President would be more than welcome. 
 

The Club will be holding 2 fund raising events this year, a Fun Quiz with a Cheese and Wine tasting Quiz and 

Dance on 22nd June and a Barn Dance on 7th September. 
 

Kingsdon Jubilee Fund report by Wally Elliott: 
 

Over the last year the Kingsdon Jubilee Fund held four days of celebrations for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, which 

has been three years in the planning. After the event, the fund had a bank balance of £3,155. Subsequently the Trus-

tees received five applications for funding which were granted and as of 1st May 2013 the Jubilee Fund stood at 

£1,142.12. 
 

At the quarterly meeting of the Trustees held on 25th April the meeting unanimously approved a proposal to ring 

fence all of the account for a Village Music Festival next year, 2014, that is being planned for the August Bank Holi-

day. The decision to hold this event is due to the overwhelming request by a large number of Kingsdon’s residents 

for such an event to be held annually or at least biennially. This event is in early stages of planning but will centre of 

a marquee on the village field with the headline act being, once again, Keigh Thomas and his Big Band. 
 

The meeting ended at 7.25pm. 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON   

THURSDAY MAY 9th 2013 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm  
 

Present:    Mr A Masters (Chairman); Mrs. A Saunders (Vice-Chairman); D. Morris, M. Clode, and Mrs E Owen  

(Parish Councillors); Mr J. Calvert (District Councillor); Mr D. Ruddle (County Councillor); Mrs S Smith (Parish 

Clerk) plus 22 parishioners.  
 

Apologies: Mr A. Colton (Parish Councillor).  

There were 15 Parishioners.  
 

Minutes: The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed read, approved and signed.  
 

Matters arising :  
 

1. Election of Chairman  
 

Nominations for the position of Chairman of Kingsdon Parish Council were called for.  
 

Tony Masters was proposed by Mr M Clode and seconded by Mrs A Saunders.  
 

There were no other nominations and Mr T Masters was duly elected.  
 

2. Election of Vice Chairman  
 

Nominations for the position of Vice Chairman of Kingsdon Parish Council were called for.  
 

Mrs. A Saunders was proposed by Mr T Masters and seconded by Mr M Clode.  
 

There were no other nominations and Mrs A Saunders was duly elected.  
 

3. Appointment of a new Parish Clerk.  
 

Mrs. S Smith resigned as Parish Clerk. Mrs K. Hatt volunteered to become the new Parish Clerk.  This was agreed 

unanimously.  
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4. Confirmation of Councillors’ specific areas of responsibility  
 

Mr M Clode agreed to continue with the position of SSDC Parish Environmental Warden.  
 

Trees and pathways: Mr D Morris  

Recreation Field - to be appointed  

Highways - Mr A Colton  

Parish Plan and ACquisiiton of School - Mrs E Owen  

Website - Mrs E Owen  

Insurance - the Financial Officer  
 

It was agreed that Mrs A Saunders would continue in her role as Temporary Financial Officer until the new Clerk has 

settled into the role.  
 

4. Presentation of accounts  
 

The Temporary Financial Officer, Mrs A Saunders, presented the Annual Accounts for Kingsdon Parish.  She gave a 

brief overview of the three accounts held by Kingsdon Parish Council at Barclays Bank in Yeovil ,Account 70554340 

(Everyday account); Account 30340251 (Savings Account) and Account 53247953 (Children’s Account). She said 

there were still areas she had to complete in her new role as Temporary Financial Officer and the full accounts would 

be displayed as required on the village noticeboard in the next few weeks and be audited by local resident Ian Dibben 

before going off for official auditing.  
 

There was confirmation that the accounts were open for examination by anyone through arrangement with the Tem-

porary Financial Officer. There was talk about budget planning and confirmation that expenditure was always care-

fully considered before being approved at meetings. Most Councillors were happy with the way the accounts were 

being presented.  
 

5. Future meeting dates  
 

These were agreed as follows:  
 

Thursday July 11th 2013,   Thursday September 12th 2013, Thursday November 14th 2013,                                   

Thursday January 9th 2014,  Thursday March 13th 2014,  Thursday May 8th 2014 (AGM).  
 

The meeting ended at 7.45pm.  
 

The Parish Bi-monthly meeting was held immediately afterwards. 

 

MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON BI-MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON   

THURSDAY MAY 9th 2013 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.50pm  
 

Present:    Mr A Masters (Chairman); Mrs. A Saunders (Vice-Chairman); D. Morris, M. Clode, and Mrs E Owen  

(Parish Councillors); Mr J. Calvert (District Councillor); Mr D. Ruddle (County Councillor); Mrs S Smith (Parish 

Clerk) plus 22 parishioners.  
 

1. Apologies: Mr A. Colton (Parish Councillor).  

There were 15 Parishioners.  
 

2. Minutes:   The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed read, approved and signed.  
 

3. Parishioner’s comment time  

-  

4. Kingsdon Community Centre and Sports Field  
 

4.1 Community Centre  

Mrs E Owen said a meeting had been arranged for 13th May at 2pm with a County Councillor when the school would 

be open for Committee members to have a look around. An advisor had been allocated by the Plunkett Foundation, a 

charitable body mentoring  village community enterprises. The advisor will be able to give advice on:  
 

 - options for legal structures (should we be a charity etc)  
 

 - money - we are at the stage where we need to apply for more funding to move the project forward.  
 

 - how to run a new consultation for the village. This will be an updated consultation on proposals for the school 

buildings.  
 

Thanks were given to Somerset District Council for their support in listing the school as an asset of value for the vil-

lage. Thanks were also given to South Somerset County Council for their help including information on the new cable 

broadband link going into the school which could have the potential for use by the wider community.  
 

Mrs E Owen confirmed that the school building is a listed building and the Council currently has responsibility for 

looking after it. Cllr John Calvert confirmed District Councils are responsible for listed buildings and in this case 

South Somerset District Council would need to organise this as they are the current owners. It was mentioned that the 

boundary wall is falling to bits and that this would be the responsibility of the County Council to repair it.  



4.2 Sports Field  
 

Mr D Morris said he had tried to contact various people re aspects of the field, but it is very hard to reach the right 

people and he had no further information as yet to report. He said he hoped to be able to confirm shortly aspects 

about whether the field is currently open for use by everyone.  
 

5. Maintenance   
 

5.1 Grass verge cutting.    Mr M Clode said he had gone around the village with fellow Councillor Mr A Colton to 

examine the grass verges and generally they are in a very bad state. He showed some photographs of various dam-

aged verges. He said the County Council has a budget to fully or part fund repairs to grass verges and a meeting had 

been arranged with a representative from the County Council who will visit Kingsdon to see if they would cover the 

costs of repairs.  
 

Parking by cars caused much of the damage and Mr M Clode said that it seemed there may be a need to create extra 

parking spaces as there are more cars now in the village. The Chairman said we also need more passing areas. It was 

confirmed that busses should not be passing on Kingsdon Hill.  
 

It was suggested that people come back to the next meeting in July with ideas for additional parking. The representa-

tive from the County Council will also do a survey on housing needs for parking. There was some discussion on 

other aspects including specific mention of inappropriate parking from a walking club that visits the village.  
 

It was agreed to follow up the offer from local Parishioners Mr Rumbles and Mr Waters to cut the verges around the 

village and request an estimate from them.  
 

5.2 Village field walls   It was confirmed Mr Andy Crossman had started to repair the village walls.   
 

5.3 Village Pound Wall    It was confirmed that once the village field wall was completed, Mr Crossman would be 

asked about the cost to complete the Village Pound Wall.  
 

6. Highways   
 

6.1 Speed limit.  Mr A Colton was absent but Mrs E Owen said there could be a consultation to see if people wishes 

to have a speed limit within the village.  
 

7. Village defibrillator.    Mrs E Owen said thanks should be given to Kingsdon Inn for providing the electricity and 

to Mr W Elliott for his regular checks to ensure the defibrillator was in working order. She said there seemed to be no 

maintenance plan in place for the defibrillator and at the moment the Parish Council was not responsible for the 

equipment.  Mr D Morris said in future care must be taken that all aspects of new initiatives were thoroughly thought 

through by the Council before implementation. A Parishioner, Mr Paulson, offered to contribute £75 a year to pay for 

maintenance. There was some general discussion. Mr A Colton had said prior to the meeting that he would be happy 

to be the responsible officer to take over the defibrillator. Mr W Elliott said it needed checking once a fortnight.  
 

Proposed by Mrs E Owen and seconded by Mr D Morris that the Council take over full responsibility and all associ-

ated costs for the village defibrillator.  
 

The motion was carried unanimously.  It was agreed that Mr A Colton be appointed Councillor in charge of the defi-

brillator. Mr Paulson was thanked for his generous offer of £75 a year to be ring fenced for the required battery re-

placement every four years.  
 

8. Village noticeboard.    A new noticeboard had been in the garage of the Chairman for 18months. Mr A Colton 

had offered to provide posts for the noticeboard. Outgoing Clerk, Mrs S Smith, said erecting the replacement notice-

board outside the old school was now a matter of urgency as the original was in a state of serious dilapidation.             

Mrs E Owen suggested a handyman should be sort to put up the noticeboard.  
 

9. Children’s Play Area.    Mrs A Saunders said local resident Mr Mike Brown was working on behalf of the village 

and she read a report from Mr Brown giving an update, Mrs Saunders  said Mr Brown is putting an article in the 

Kingsdon Chronicle and was now arranging a meeting with some play companies to identify the best equipment.  He 

had also been in touch with the planning department at South Somerset District Council to confirm no extra permis-

sion is required for equipment that is less than 4 metres high. It was confirmed there was no problem in putting addi-

tional equipment up on the village field.  Mrs A Saunders said there was £2112 available from the fund which in-

cludes the £1,000 from the Well Being fund.  

10. Village telephone box.    Mr Yates reported to the Council that five people have shown an interest in assisting 

with the restoration of the telephone kiosk and its transformation into a book exchange.   Mrs E Owen asked about 

the estimated cost of the restoration and it was confirmed that this was in the region of £605, as reported in the Janu-

ary 2013 meeting, and that the Council had agreed to match any funds raised by the restoration group to pay for the 

renovation.  

Proposed by Mrs E Owen, seconded by Mr M Clode, that Kingsdon Parish Council take over maintenance costs of 

the village telephone box.  -   The motion was carried unanimously.  
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11. Website and twitter   Mrs E Owen said the Kingsdon twitter account now had 20 followers and said a person 

was really needed to take it over although she was willing to continue for the time being. A parishioner asked if we 

really needed a twitter account and Mrs E Owen said it was good in that we had safeguarded the Kingsdon twitter 

account name.  

Details were outlined of an offer from Ms H Carlisle, who had been brought up in the village, to help set up a website 

for the village. She was a professional web designer and could do an excellent job for the village for possibly around 

£600. This would be a reduction on her usual professional fees. Mr W Elliott said he had asked various people 

around Somerset to see what their websites cost and many set up costs were higher.  Mrs E Owen said no one else in 

the village had come forward and it would not be possible to get a good website set up for free. There was a question 

of what would go up on the website and items such as village hall bookings, minutes of meetings, history of the vil-

lage etc were outlined. Mr T Masters asked if the website would conflict with the Chronicle. Mr W Elliott said the 

Kingsdon Chronicle would continue to be printed as many people did not have internet access. It was confirmed that 

Mrs E Owen had responsibility for the website and a meeting would be set up with Mrs H Carlisle to further establish 

what she could do, final costs and timing.  Mrs S Smith said she would be willing to assist where needed on this pro-

ject.  It was suggested a representative of the Village Hall Committee should be involved and Mrs M Elliott also 

agreed to attend any meetings.   It was confirmed that Mrs Owen would arrange a meeting with Mrs Carlisle and ob-

tain full details of web site plans and costs up to £600. Mrs Smith agreed to help. Having obtained the details Mrs 

Owen would report back to Council.  
 

Proposed by Mrs Saunders and Seconded by Mr Morris that Council agreed in principle to the possibilityof using up 

to £600 on a website subject to debate and decision.  -  The motion was carried  
 

12. Cheque signing and financial reports.  
 

The Temporary Financial Officer Mrs A Saunders offered the following cheques for signing:  

SALC         £84. 60p  

Half year field rent to Greenslade Taylor Hunt  £215  

Kingsdon PCC for Churchyard maintenance  £400  

Mr W Elliott for new battery for defibrillator  £250.  
 

These were agreed and the cheques duly signed.  
 

The meeting closed at 9pm. 

New Kingsdon Parish Clerk 
 

At the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday  9th May,  Kate 

Hatt took over from Sally Smith as our  Parish Clerk.   
 

Kate who lives at Bluebell House, Mow Barton Road, Kingsdon 

was educated at Matravers School, Westbury and Bath Spa Uni-

versity before becoming a teacher at Westbury Junior School 

where she  taught until the birth of her twins, Tom and Beth. 
 

Sally Smith had held the post since  May 2009.  I would like to 

thank Sally for all her hard work as Clerk and her assistance and 

help with the minutes published in the Chronicle during her four 

year tenure (Wally) 
 

Message from Sally 
 

STEPPING DOWN 
 

I have now handed over the duties of Kingsdon Parish Clerk to 

another Kingsdon resident Mrs Kate Hatt.  It has been good to see a steady increase in people coming to the Parish 

Council meetings and also airing their views.  Really, the Parish Council meetings are the very foundation of democ-

racy and certainly have influence in the village on key aspects such as the final council tax we pay and how our vil-

lage looks, both pretty important areas to anyone who lives here. 
 

And on that subject – during my few years as Parish Clerk I have seen a range of discussions and differing opinions 

and sometimes a few upsets.  But at the end of the day I would like to emphasize that every one of the Kingsdon 

Councillors is giving his or her time absolutely free for no financial reward for the time given.  
 

If you disagree with something, or have a comment or suggestion (or even wish to thank them for the efforts they 

make on behalf of the village), contact a councillor. Even better, when the next elections come – offer to stand as a 

Parish Councillor. Our Council can be as formal or friendly as we choose, how you choose. It can make decisions and 

spend money how you choose.  It is your Council, and that means it is the responsibility of everyone who lives in 

Kingsdon. 
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KINGDON VILLAGE HALL 2013 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Friday 17th May 2013 in the Village Hall , Kingsdon at 

7.00pm. 
 

Present:  

Mrs M Elliott – Chairman, Mr David Thomson - Secretary, Mr Ian Dibben- Treasurer,  Ms M St Clair, Mr 

W Elliott, Mr A Toms, Mr T Owen and 1 Kingsdon Village Resident 

Apologies:  No apologies had been received. 
 

1.  Introduction by Chairman:   

Mrs Marilyn Elliott welcomed all of those present and thanked them for their continued support. 2012/13 

had been a good year with a number of improvements achieved and bookings generally holding up, with 

continued good feedback on the facilities. 
 

2.  Minutes of AGM held on 27th May 2011:                                                                                                        

The Secretary referred to the minutes of the 2012 Annual General Meeting. It was agreed by all present that 

the minutes represented an accurate and true record of the meeting. A motion of acceptance was carried by 

those present. The Chairman signed the minutes. 

3.  Matters Arising 
 

3.1 It was reported that the Shorts Mats Booking had raised a concern with the cleaning. The Chairman 

confirmed that this had been resolved. 
 

3.2 It was noted that the presentation to the former Chairman had been greatly appreciated. 
 

4.  Secretary’s Review:                                                                                                                                             

The Management Committee had met twice during the year to ensure the smooth running of the Village 

Hall, on behalf of Kingsdon Parish Council. 
 

During the year the exterior metal windows had been repainted by BRUSHSTROKES. New electrical sock-

ets had been provided and a projection screen had been installed. Everyone was reminded to ensure that the 

stage curtains were left open to provide adequate ventilation. Bookings to be asked to report any emerging 

problems to the Chairman. 
 

Electrical work was still required, in terms of the fixed electrical wiring and the positioning of the meters. 

This would be undertaken within the next six months. 
 

Belinda Moger and her parents continue to clean the Hall. 
 

The Village Hall is a registered charity ( Reg No: 304570, 23-05-1962 ), remains zero rated for council tax , 

is fully licensed for music by the PRS and is fully insured Bristol Fire undertook an annual survey and in-

spection during February 2013. Full details of the Village Hall facilities and capabilities have been submit-

ted for inclusion within the proposed village web site. Further details available upon request from the Sec-

retary. 
 

The Secretary has prepared a calendar of administrative duties with full contact information. This had been 

issued to all committee members. 
 

5.  Treasurer Report:                                                                                                                                                   

The Treasurer presented the annual accounts yet to be certified . At the end of the year a positive balance of 

£6,282 ( £8,019) remained to be carried forward. 

Bank Account current   -  £262 

Savings Account   -   £6,020 

Total =  -  £ 6,282 

Income for the year 2012/13 was £4,286 (£4,630) 

Expenditure was £6,387 (£5,551) 
 

Although income was slightly down on last year it was too early to establish a trend, this will be investi-

gated once a full/detailed year on year analysis is available. However electrical charging did need reviewing 

(around +3%) and this would be undertaken urgently and properly explained to hirers. New expenditure 

envisaged included mandatory electrical work @ c£2000 and a Projector @ £600 . Additional bookings 

would of course be welcomed and it was hoped that the proposed Village web site and the new projection 

facilities would assist here.. 
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6.  Chairman’s Assessment:                                                                                                                                        

Marilyn Elliott reported as follows:   Bookings numbered 320 for the year, and were pretty much the same book-

ings as during the previous year. In addition, a number of one-off village events had also helped out as visitors to 

such events then often ask about the hiring arrangements/details. The village web site (advert feature) would un-

doubtedly be a great benefit and should be progressed if possible. 
 

The hall continues to be used regularly by the following organisations: 

Charlton Short Mat Balls Club, Kingsdon Table Tennis Group, Kingsdon Ladies’ Group, Kingsdon Seniors’ 

Group, The Art Club, Yeovil District Canine Society, The Practical Studies Group, All Saints Church, The Na-

tional Trust and Kingsdon Parish Council. The Hall had been used regularly on a total of 320 occasions. 
 

The Hall has lost the Saturday dog training booking, with location difficulties sighted .The Yeovil District Canine 

Society remains a loyal booking. 
 

New enquiries are still received and Hirer feedback is often very good ,with the kitchen facilities in particular often 

praised.  

Charlton school wish to maintain links with the village through use of the Village Hall. 
 

The fees remain very attractive and the facilities generally acceptable. 

It was hoped that the new village web site might provide new interest/awareness/publicity of the facilities avail-

able.) 
 

With a number of new residents within the village, it was hoped/ felt that there are other residents who may now be 

willing to volunteer. 
 

Finally, The Chairman recorded her thanks to the Management Committee and other village volunteers for all their 

individual efforts and help during the year. 
 

7 Question Time 
 

7.1 Use of The Village Hall 
 

2010/11  -  383 bookings,       2011/12  -  336 bookings,       2012/13  -  320 bookings. 
 

The (declining) trend emerging was noted and discussed . Alan Toms proposed a detailed review of the future of 

the village hall… building structure and usage 
 

A general discussion followed on the use of the Hall and volunteers/enthusiasm etc to help run/maintain the Hall. It 

was confirmed that the new Village Community Facility (former village school building/site) would not compete 

for bookings with the Village Hall., or for funding. But obviously willing village volunteers are a finite source and 

in short supply. 
 

Ian Dibben suggested obtaining a quote for a structural engineers survey report., this was agreed. Some idea of the 

building life-span would be established. 
 

7.2  Take Art 

Richard South had continued with the event successfully and it was a great help to the Hall finances as well as be-

ing an appreciated village social/art event. Two bookings are proposed for the forthcoming year during November 

and February. This was subject to confirmation. 
 

7..3 Village Calendar 2014 

100 photographic images had been received covering all aspects of the village. Brian Paine is co-ordinating on be-

half of the Village Hall. Print of 200 was proposed. 
 

7.4 War Memorial 

The (Hall) war memorial and up-coming national events to mark the war were discussed, it was agreed to refer this 

issue to the Management Committee. 
 

8.  Election of Officers 

The following Officers were duly re-appointed unopposed: 

Marilyn Elliott - Chairman       

David Thomson – Secretary 

Ian Dibben – Treasurer 

 

Villager Freda Curtis expressed her thanks for the whole committee and their work over the past year in keeping 

the Hall running and maintained. She expressed the hope that it would continue and prosper in its present form. 

 

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked those present and closed the meeting at 7.45pm. 
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Fixtures for June 
Sunday 9th       Home to Meare & Westhay 

Sunday 16th     Away  to Witham Friary 

Sunday 23rd     Home to Langport 

Saturday 29th   Home to Carpe Vinum 
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All Saints Church 
Priest in Charge  

Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029  (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other occasional services) 

Assistant Priest                                                           

Revd Wendy Griffith  Tel 01458 224087                   

Church Warden 

Bel Allan  Tel 01935 840878         

Parochial Church Council  

Secretary  Nicholas J. Allan  Tel 01935 840878       Treasurer Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692 

Tower Captain   

Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344 

Church Services for  June            
 

Sunday              2nd        11am           Family Service 

Sunday               9th        11am           Holy Communion 

Sunday             16th        11am           Holy Communion     6pm Evensong    

Sunday             23rd     9.30am           Holy Communion 

Sunday             30th     6:30pm           Holy Communion  CA Benefice service (and welcome to Chris Hopkins) 

Kingsdon Village Hall 
For all information  (except bookings)  contact: -  David Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. Kingsdon TA11 7LL                

Tel:01935 841453 

For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444                                                     

Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

Bookings for June 2013 
Short Mat Bowls Mondays 7.30pm - 9pm, Tuesdays 10am - 12noon 
Table Tennis Club Tuesdays at 7.30pm  (not 11th) 

Yeovil District Canine Soc. Wednesdays at 8pm  
Art Club   Thursdays 10am - 12 (Term time) 

Ladies Club  Tuesday 11th at 7.30pm 

Church Fete  Saturday 15th   All Day 

Practical Study Group:  Wednesday 19th 

Quiz / Dance:  Saturday 22nd  All Day 

Seniors Club:  Wednesday 26th at 3pm 

Private Function:  Saturday 29th   All day + Car Park 
 

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club  
The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings (apart from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between 7.30pm 

and 9.30pm.  If you are interested then please contact Shirley or Martin Singleton on 841162 or just come along. 

Kingsdon Cricket Club 
Chairman / Secretary:   Marilyn Elliott   4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somerton, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444 

Trustees: B. Carlisle, I. Birrell, J. Schofield 

Captain: J. Schofield 

Vice-Captain: O. Bell 

 

 

Kingsdon Seniors Club 
The Seniors Club meet on  the 4th Wednesday of 

the month at 3pm in the Village Hall.  New mem-

bers are always welcome. For info contact Club 

Secretary: Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, 

Kingsdon. Tel 01935 841444                                                  

email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

Kingsdon Ladies Club 
The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the Vil-

lage Hall.  New members and visitors are always welcome. 

For information contact Club President Lynne Davies, Holly House, Frog 

Lane, Kingsdon. TA11 7LL  Tel 01935 840660 or 

Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11 7LB  

Tel 01935 840344 

The Kingsdon Chronicle 
The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation.  Cheques payable to 

‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’   The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers.  Name and address must be sup-

plied but may be withheld from publication on request..  The Kingsdon Chronicle reserves the right to edit items for publication. 

Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views of The Kingsdon Chronicle 

production  team. 

Editor:  Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW  Tel 01935 841444,  Mobile 07990673935,                             

email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com       http:www.ukvillages.co.uk/UserNews/39269/The+Kingsdon+Chronicle 

 Church Rotas for June 
 

Brass:  

Jenny Bassham 
Flowers:    

Bel Allan & Lynne Davies 


