
I have a dream  -  I dream that 2012 will be a year to remember for Kingsdon and all its res-
idents, a year when it is easier to remember all that has been good in our village rather than 
anything to the contrary.  A year when all our aspirations that so many have worked to-
wards are realised, a year that some can come to terms with their disappointments for the 
good of the whole community. 
 

I hope that 2012 will be a year that is remembered in times to come as a year when a whole 
community came together to celebrate 60 years of the reign of Queen Elizabeth II 

 

Wally & Marilyn at The Kingsdon Chronicle wish all their readers   
 a Joyous Christmas and a Happy & Healthy New Year 

Issue No 53 23rd  December 2011 

Don’t forget to reserve your table for the Quiz                                                                                         
in the Village Hall on Tuesday 27th December ??  ??  
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The road from Kingsdon to Charlton Mackrell School  
 

‘The Governors are unanimous in their conviction that this route is dangerous and 
should be reclassified as such for the purposes of free school transport’. 

Please show your support by writing to:- 
 

Neil D Milne, Community Governance, Somerset County Council, County Hall, Taunton TA1 4DY 
 

The following is the letter sent by Dr. Jo Nicholl. 
 

I write on behalf of the Governors from Charlton Mackrell Church of England Primary School with regard to the appeal 
to reclassify the walking route between the school and the village of Kingsdon as unsafe.  This was discussed at length 
in a full governing body meeting held on 23rd November and it was unanimously resolved that we should support the 
appeal. 
 

Since the closure of Kingsdon C of E Primary school, Kingsdon is in the catchment area for Charlton Mackrell C of E 
Primary school. The distance between the schools is 2.2 miles by the shortest driving/walking route. As a result some of 
the properties in Kingsdon lie within the 2 mile cut off for free school transport and some lie outside it. However this 
assumes that the shortest route is one which is safe for the children to walk. The Governors are unanimous in their con-
viction that this route is dangerous and should be reclassified as such for the purposes of free school transport. 
 

We believe this for the following reasons: 
 

The route starts from Kingsdon village and takes a narrow single carriageway up to the junction with the Ilchester road. 
This section of the route is unlit. There is a dip in the middle of the road near a bend that makes visibility limited for 
drivers. The speed limit is 60mph for this section and cars drive fast along it. There is regular traffic along this section 
between 8 and 9 am and again in the afternoons between 3 and 6pm as this is one of the three main routes out of 
Kingsdon village. There is also a consistent amount of heavy farm traffic that uses this route. 
 

Although there are verges along this section, they are not all suitable to walk on. Many of the verges are full of bram-
bles and nettles and there is a hedge with a ditch in front of it for a significant part of this route on both sides. Even if 
the verges were cut very regularly (it would need to be every couple of weeks in the summer) there are still areas where 
the verge is too uneven or close to the hedge and ditch to make it suitable as a step off from the road. At the bottom of 
the hill there is a large area that is flooded for a significant time during the winter months. We note that flooding is not 
deemed as a reason for free school transport but this is in the section marked as “transient events”. We would not con-
sider the length of time that this section is flooded in the winter to be transient and believe this would result in a signifi-
cant number of days that children walking from Kingsdon were unable to attend school. 
 

The second part of the route takes the walkers from the junction at the top of the hill to the left and past the main en-
trance to Lytes Cary (a popular National Trust property) up to the mini-roundabout at the entrance to Charlton 
Mackrell. Shortly after the entrance to Lytes Cary there is the entrance to an agricultural contractors' business.  Again 
this section is unlit, the road is narrow and there are several bends that limit visibility. The speed limit is 60mph. This is 
a much busier section of the route with cars, vans and occasionally buses regularly travelling at (at least) 45-50mph in 
both directions. In order for two cars to pass each other they often have to go up onto the verge. This would leave any-
one walking nowhere to go and drivers do not have expectations of even single pedestrians being on this road. 
 

Moreover, for significant lengths of this part of the route there is no verge. Although the visibility is reasonable during 
the day this is also the section that cars drive fast along and again for even just cars to pass each other they have to go 
right up to the hedge.  Where there is a verge, for significant lengths this is narrow, limited by a ditch to the hedge side 
and covered in nettles and brambles that make it unusable. The limited areas of verge also vary as to the side of the road 
they are on. This would mean that in order to access them, parents and children would have to keep crossing the road 
(and walk with their backs to oncoming traffic). There are no safe crossing points and with fast traffic and limited visi-
bility due to bends this would be extremely dangerous.  Near the top of this section there is a farm entrance used by 
large agricultural vehicles and HGV delivery lorries.  A sharp dip in the road creates another frequent area of flooding. 
 

The route then crosses a mini-roundabout with cars coming from three directions. It is very difficult to check that all 
three routes are clear due to the layout of the roundabout but the walker would need to cross it in order to access the 
footpath on the other side. Again it is unlit. 
 

Once past the mini-roundabout there is a footpath but then the walker would need to cross this road again to access the 
footpath that leads to the school along Bonfire Lane. This area is also unlit, there is a 40mph speed limit and no perma-
nent crossing. Again there are cars coming from three directions to contend with. 
 

 

An Appeal from Babs, Freda & Norma for coloured sweet wrapper foil;  Please save  
and give to them for a project they are working on.  Many Thanks. 
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To conclude, we disagree with the assessment made on 26/1/11 by Mr Hampson on these main areas: 
 

1. The volume of traffic is significantly higher than the report would suggest and there is no expectation of pe-
destrians using this road. 

2. The speed and type of traffic make the route dangerous as this is a narrow road with limited visibility and ac-
cess to commercial/agricultural businesses. 

3. There is a large section that is flooded for several months of the year 
4. The verges, where they are present, are unusable due to the ditch and foliage ie nettles and brambles 
5. The road is so narrow that vehicles need to use the verge in order to pass each other and damage to paintwork 

and wing mirrors is not uncommon 
6. In order to access the usable verges/paths walkers would have to cross the road several times 
7. There are no safe crossing points, the road is unlit, visibility is limited in some areas and the speed limit is 

60mph for the majority of the route. 
8. It is also the opinion of Kingsdon and Charlton Mackrell residents that this route is unsafe - most adults are 

unhappy to walk and are horrified at the suggestion that any children should. There has been a serious acci-
dent on the route recently. 

 

We therefore strongly recommend that, for the safety of our children, you reclassify the route as unsafe, thereby allow-
ing the children of Kingsdon to access free school transport. 
 

Yours sincerely 
Dr Joanne Nicholl   on behalf of the Governing Body of Charlton Mackrell C of E Primary School 
Parent Governor and Resident of Kingsdon. 
 

Walking from Charlton Mackrell to Kingsdon 
On Friday evening, 9th December a group of Parents, Children and Kingsdon residents together with Rachel 
Stonehouse, a reporter from BBC Sound, walked from Charlton Mackrell School to Kingsdon, departing just after 4pm 
in the dark.  They arrived in Kingsdon at the junction of Lower Road and Henley Road some 55 minutes later, a distance 
of 2 miles, during which time they were met by over 80 vehicles.  Some drivers showed their displeasure at having to 
slow for pedestrians by blowing their horns and flashing headlights 

 
 



An all star cast line-up for the Kingsdon Jubilee Concert on Saturday 2nd June, 
Country music night on Sunday 3rd and the Dance night on Monday 4th 

 

We can announce that Anthony Sycamore, probably the best jazz pianist you 
will ever hear, has agreed to perform at our Jubilee Concert alongside Tim Pit-
man and Rebecca Robinson and Kingsdon’s young musician, George Owen. 
By the age of thirteen Anthony was a church organist and choirmaster. Later, he 
studied at the Royal Northern College of Music and at Oxford University, under 
Gordon Green, Robert Sherlaw Johnson and 
privately with the Australian concert pianist, 
Roger Woodward. 
As a pianist, improviser and composer, Anthony 
works actively in the fields of classical and jazz 
music. Whether performing with established 
jazz bands, or with orchestras such as The Brit-

ten Sinfonia, Anthony has a 
huge range as a pianist.  He 
plays regularly in concerts 
and recitals and at functions 
and festivals throughout the 
UK. 
Anthony’s more diverse mu-
sical achievements include 
improvising a Beethoven 
cadenza and discovering why 
we like the minor chord. He 
has also played on  a raft (at the Latitudes Festival), in a cave 
(Los Verdes, Canary Islands), and composed a fanfare for 
players in seven wine vats. 
 

If you are a fan of Classical music, then this is a night not to 
be missed.  The ever popular Tim Pitman who has appeared 

with the Royal Symphony Orchestra at the Glastonbury Extravaganza in 2005, topped the bill at the NIA in Bir-
mingham and the Colston Hall in Bristol, will be singing with the brilliant Soprano Rebecca Robinson; This con-
cert will be as good as anything you will see in the West End.   

 

Other great acts appearing over the Jubilee weekend will be the band of Keith Thomas and friends.  

 

J. Michele Garner a traditional Scottish singer 
from the Isle of Skye with Steve Paterson, a 
singer guitarist from Ullapool. 
 

At the tea party will be Magician Brian Hellyer. 
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Guy, Helen 
Joshua & Thomas 

would like               to wish  
everybody a     Merry 

Christmas  and a                 
Happy New Year 

http://www.gurkhafestivalofmusic.co.uk/apps/photos/photo?photoid=79278459


Richard Kersley, Angela Attwell and Margaret Peverley 
  send Christmas Greetings to all their Customers.                

Wishing you all a Very Merry Christmas                          
and a Happy New Year 

 

Opening Times This Christmas and New Year 
Christmas Eve…..7am - 2pm 

Christmas Day…..Closed 
Boxing Day…..7am  -  11am 

Tuesday 27th  Bank Holiday…..7am - 11am 
New Years Eve…..7am - 2pm 

New Years Day…..7am - 11am 

Happy Birthday Richard 
83 years young on 23rd December 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations Angela & Pete 
on your 40th                                       

Wedding Anniversary on  
1st January 2012 

 Donald & Joyce   
Send a Christmas Greeting to all  their 

friends    in Kingsdon.  “Wishing you the 
joy of the season in  your homes and the         
Wonder of the  nativity   in your hearts” 

I have always been of the  opinion 
that  there is a close relationship    

between a well run ship and                
a happy village.                                               

Therefore my sister Joyce and I wish     
a lovely Xmas and a Happy New Year  
to the “Good Ship” Kingsdon   and 
all who sail in her.    Alex & Joyce 
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Staff Wanted  at  The Kingsdon Inn 
An experienced waiter/waitress is needed at the Kingsdon Inn. 

For more information contact Adam or Cinzia Tel 01935 840543 



David & Linda Beswick wish all their friends in Kingsdon  
a Very Merry Christmas and a  Happy  New Year 

Douglas & Leslie send 

a wish to all their 

friends in Kingsdon…. 

 
...May Peace be your 

gift at  Christmas and 

your blessing all year 

Richard Elliott sends seasons          
greetings to all his friends in 

Kingsdon and thanks everyone for  
all their kind wishes for his speedy         

recovery after his operation. 

Edna Gordon wishes all her friends and 
neighbours in Kingsdon a very           
Happy Christmas and New Year  

      Linda & Goff  
wish all their friends in Kingsdon            a Very 

Merry Christmas 
and a Happy & Healthy  

2012 

Nigel & Angie wish all their friends a                                       
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
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Margaret, Cecil 
& Sue Hill 

wish all their 
fiends and    res-

idents of 
Kingsdon a       
Very Merry 

Christmas             
and a  Happy 

New Year 



 
 

A Christmas Quiz 
Fed up with all the repeats on the Telly         

 

Escape for a bit of fun in                 
Kingsdon Village Hall 

 

Wally will be holding a Family Fun  Quiz 
on Tuesday 27th December at 7.30pm 

 

A quiz with a difference with pictures                  
on the big screen. 

 

Bring your own nibbles and drinks 
Teams of 1 to 100!!!!! 

All proceeds to Kingsdon Jubilee Fund 
Reserve you table by phoning Wally on 841444                                               

or Email wallyelliott@hotmail.com 

Shirley and Martin SINGLETON  
send Christmas Greetings to all 

their friends                    within the 
village of KINGSDON  

Andy, Lynn & Harry Att-
well  

send seasons greeting 
to all their friends in 

Kingsdon, wishing you 
all a Very Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New 

Ethel Harris wishes all 
her friends in Kingsdon 
A Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year 

With warm wishes for a blessed 
Christmas and healthy, happy and 

peaceful 2012 to all our friends 
and neighbours in Kingsdon. 

Jane, James and Andrew Lockhart, 
Lattice Cottage 
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Ann Baldwin                                             
wishes all her friends and residents in 
Kingsdon a most enjoyable Christmas 

and a very happy and healthy New Year 

Joyful Christmas to all our friends 

Norma, David, Leonie & Joshua 

Hush now all ye men of strife 

 and hear the Angels sing 

Brian & Bridget  

send seasons    

greetings  

to all their 

friends 

in Kingsdon 

Beth Waller,  
 

who is now living in a residential Care Home in             
Wiltshire would like to wish all her old friends in 
Kingsdon a Very Happy Christmas and                     
Prosperous New Year 
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Robin, Denise & Simon Attwell wish all in 
Kingsdon a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year 
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    Glenn & Kathie  send seasons 

greeting      to all their friends in 

Kingsdon.   

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

      Wishing you all a                                             

Anthony & Sara Sycamore send 
greetings form France and wish all their 
friends in Kingsdon a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year 

Herbs, Spices, Curry Kits and  NEW cake sprinkles 
 
Over 120 herbs and spices available. From Ajwan Seed to Zahtar (coming soon) and all the 
more familiar ones in between.  
 

Stockists for Decorate! cake sprinkles including stars, glitters, glimmers and chocolate top-
pings. 
 

We are online at www.thebestpossibletaste.co.uk but buy direct from Innes House                      
(next to Village Hall) for 20-30% less. Spice packets are 60p and curry kits and sprinkles 
from £1.60. 

"Feliz Natal 
from Portugal's 

Milne             
Household - 

Harry, Gracie, 
Zoe and Andre." 

http://www.thebestpossibletaste.co.uk/


CHRISTMAS  IS COMING…….. 
by Peter Crowter. 

 

As Christmas time approaches just to get us in the mood, 
We think of gifts and mistletoe and lots and lots of food. 

The highlight of our feasting will be lunch on Christmas Day, 
The centrepiece is turkey now, I think it’s safe to say. 

 

Now, when I lived in Kingsdon well as far as I can tell, 
I can’t remember farmer’s keeping turkeys then to sell. 

They kept a bird that wasn’t penned and used to wander loose, 
For then the Christmas dinner was a juicy, tasty goose. 

 

The goose is quite a noble bird, the turkey’s rather weird, 
He has a droopy wattle and a thing they call a beard. 

He’s not much use for anything except to make a meal, 
But geese are good as guard dogs if a burglar comes to steal. 

 

But geese can be aggressive, so they have their downside too, 
And if they come to peck you it’s no good to just say ‘boo.’ 

A friend once gave a pair to us, the gander wasn’t meek, 
But it wasn’t fair to look a gift goose in the beak. 

 

The goose was nice and friendly and she laid three eggs a week, 
If we went near the gander than we’d get a nasty tweak. 

On day the goose went missing cause the fox had been around, 
A tell-tale clump of feathers, was all that could be found. 

 

The fox came back and tried to take the gander off one night, 
He grabbed the gander by the neck ‘cause we could see the bite. 

The fox discovered off he’d bitten more than he could chew, 
Our gander lived to tell the tale, well for a week or two. 

He lived out in the paddock where the washing used to flap, 
And now he’d lost his mate he was a rather vicious chap. 

When Anne went out to hang the clothes, it was a tale of woe, 
He pecked so hard he could draw blood, he really had to go. 

 

I was the executioner, I hung him on a beam, 
Anne plucked his feathers, in her eye, did I detect a gleam? 

No spring chicken, he would take a lot of hours to roast. 
I’m afraid ‘good riddance’ was my wife and daughter’s toast. 

 

But when I worked at Cary, and Olive reared her geese, 
Broody hens were mothers, they hatched four eggs apiece. 

And I was very lucky then for t’was the rule of thumb, 
To give me one for Christmas, to take home to my mum. 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE 
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The Lords Larder 

A Big Thank you to the village, who have been very generous once again                      
with their cash donations and food parcels.  

David Black & Joyce Limon 

 



An Evening of Christmas Song is a ‘re-sounding success’ 
 
This was the first time for many a long year that an evening of carols and Christmas song had been held in the village 
hall.  The evening turned out to be a great success, with over 90 people singing.  Afterwards there were  mince pies, 
gingerbread men, sausage rolls etc washed down with a mean mulled wine. 
The music was provided by Beryl Turner on the key board accompanied by Holly Simpson and Hetty Campbell on 
the clarinets.  The event raised over £73 each for the Friends of Yeovil Hospital and the  Kingsdon Jubilee Fund 

Peter Crowter Books @ AMAZON (Kindle editions) 
  

Peter has  published a book of Kingsdon poems on Kindle called Boyhood in a Somerset Village.   
 

Among his other books on Kindle is one about his10 years working at Cooks Cary Farm called Rock'n Roll Farmer.    
 Don't confuse it with Lower Mayhem Farm because that one is fictitious and rather rude. 
 

There is also a  series of  9 children's books  about POG  (The Adventures of a Fairly Little Runaway Pig).  POG Goes to 
the Village Fete.    POG  Has a Night Out.  POG Meets Tommy’s Friends.  POG  Goes to the Cricket Match.    POG 
The Uninvited Guest.  POG  Goes to Market.  POG  Drops in on The Badgers.   POG  And the Rickshaw Ride.                      
 

Other books by Peter are  ‘Foraging for Sally’ and ‘Rooklife’ 
 
Peter Crowter was born in Brighton in 1935 and moved to Kingsdon, in 1940. The town boy quickly acquired a love of the 
countryside and when he left school took up farming as a career. Country matters and humour have always featured in his 
writing and his first published work was a series of articles for The Western Gazette starting in the early sixties and contin-
uing for many years. He started writing sketches and short plays for shows put on by Yeovil Young Farmers Club and this 
led to three plays being broadcast on BBC Radio 4. More recently he had a weekly column in the Dorset Daily Echo and 

writes articles for The Countryman. He also writes 
poetry for local magazines. His books include a 
series for children's stories about Pog, the runaway 
pig, two crime stories set in Dorset and an autobi-
ography 'Rock'n'Roll Farmer. Peter Crowter is re-
tired and lives in Charmouth, Dorset with his wife 
Anne. They recently celebrated their Golden Wed-
ding. They have three children and five grandchil-
dren. He now writes, plays golf and dabbles in pho-
tography.  
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Margaret Close wishes all 
herfriends in Kingsdon, and in      

particular those around her who 
have been so helpful over the last 
year, a Very Happy Christmas 
and Healthy and Prosperous       

New Year 

 
 

Kirsty, Sam & Harvey Elliott 

send best wishes for a Merry 

Christma and a Happy new Year 

to all their friends in Kingsdon 
 

To Dad, Caroline,  Christopher                          
and Liness, 

  
  Merry Christmas                      

and hope 2012 is brighter!                 
Loads of love                             

Duncan, Lynn and Har-
ry xxx 

Would like to wish friends 
and neighbours a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy and 

Gerard and Margaret  
Goessen                    

Thank you for a warm welcome to the Village! 

To all our lovely friends and neigh-
bours in Kingsdon,  have a very Mer-

ry Christmas and a glorious  New 
Year, from Duncan, Lynn & Harry  

(no. 39) 

Richard & Cathy Hollaway wish 
all their friends  in Kingsdon a 

Very Merry  Christmas  
and a Happy New Year 

'Wishing all our friends         
and family a very                  

Merry  Christmas and a                         
Happy New Year,                                        

with love and best wishes' 
Jenny & Win 

  



 
 

 

 

New Year’s Eve Menu 
A Glass of Bubbly on Arrival 

 

Celeriac Soup with Truffle Oil 
Smoked Salmon & Dill Pate with Toasted Fennel Seed Bread 

Baked Field Mushrooms with a Stilton Glaze 
Grilled Crab & Scallops Mornay 

Charantais Melon with Plum Puree 
 

Poached Lemon Sole Fillets with a Crayfish Sauce  
Wild Mushrooms Cherry Tomato & Feta Cheese Filo Pie 

Roast Rack of Lamb with a Redcurrant Sauce 
Grilled Sirloin Steak with a Béarnaise Sauce 
Medallions of Venison in a Red Wine Sauce 

 

Choice of Desserts 
 

Price £35.00 
 

Please phone 01935 840543 to book your table 
 

Kingsdon Inn Opening Times  - Christmas and the New Year 
Christmas Day, Adam & Cinzia invite you for drinks from 11am to 1.30pm 

Boxing Day closed 
New Year’s Eve - Tables for dining to be booked in advance 

New Year’s day  -  Open lunchtime  -  Evening closed 



SANTA CLAUS 
1. Wears red. 

2. Good at breaking into houses 
3. Has loads of electrical goods that nobody can trace 

4. Drives an unlicensed vehicle 

5. Only does one day’s work a year 
Comes from Lapland    -    I think not    -    he’s  a  Scouser 

Bear Encounters Warning Sign 
Due to the frequency of human-bear encounters,  the Brit-
ish Columbia Fish and Wildlife Branch is advising hikers, 
hunters, fishermen and any persons that use the out of 
doors in a recreational or work related function to take 
extra precautions while in the field. 
 

We advise the outdoorsman to wear little noisy bells on 
clothing so as to give advanced warning to any bears that 
might be close by so you don’t take them by surprise. 
 

We also advise anyone using the out-of-doors to carry 
“Pepper Spray” with him is case of an encounter with a 
bear. 
 

Outdoorsmen should also be on the watch for fresh bear 
activity, and be able to tell the difference between black 
bear faeces and grizzly bear faeces.  Black bear faeces are 
smaller and contains lots of berries and squirrel fur.     
Grizzly bear poo has bells in it and smells like pepper. 

Let's face it - English is a crazy language! There is no egg 
in eggplant, nor ham in hamburger; neither apple nor pine 
in pineapple. English muffins weren't invented in England 
or French Fries in France ... Sweetmeats are candies while 
sweetbreads, which aren't sweet, are meat. We take Eng-
lish for granted. But if we explore its paradoxes, we find 
that quicksand can work slowly, boxing rings are square 
and a guinea pig is neither from Guinea nor is it a pig. 
 

And why is it that writers write but fingers don't fing, gro-
cers don't groce and hammers don't ham? If the plural of 
tooth is teeth, why isn't the plural of booth, beeth? One 
goose, 2 geese. So one moose, 2 meese? One index, 2 indi-
ces? Doesn't it seem crazy that you can make amends but 
not one amend? If you have a bunch of odds and ends and 
get rid of all but one of them, what do you call it? 
 

If teachers taught, why didn't preachers praught? If a vege-
tarian eats vegetables, what does a humanitarian eat? 
Sometimes I think all the English speakers should be com-
mitted to an asylum for the verbally insane. In what lan-
guage do people recite at a play and play at a recital? Ship 
by truck and send cargo by ship? Have noses that run and 
feet that smell? 
 

How can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same, 
while a wise man and a wise guy are opposites? You have 
to marvel at the unique lunacy of a language in which your 
house can burn up as it burns down, in which you fill in a 
form by filling it out and in which, an alarm goes off by 
going on. 
 

English was invented by people, not computers and it re-
flects the creativity of the human race, which, of course, is 
not a race at all. That is why when the stars are out they 
are visible but when the lights are out they are invisible. 

 

PS. - Why doesn't 'Buick' rhyme with 'quick' ? 

I've been wiped out. 
Just got home and found all the windows and doors open 
and everything has gone. 
What kind of sick twisted person does that to someone's 
Advent Calendar? 

A father was approached by his small son who told him 
proudly,  "I know what the Bible means!" 
His father smiled and replied, "What do you mean, you 
'know' what the Bible means?  The son replied, "I do 
know!"  "Okay," said his father. "What does the Bible 
mean?" 
"That's easy, Daddy..." the young boy replied excitedly," 
It stands for 'Basic Information Before Leaving Earth.' 
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Once upon a Christmas time when four of Santa's elves 
got sick, and the trainee elves did not produce toys as fast 
as the regular ones,  Santa began to feel the Pre-
Christmas pressure.  
 

Matters were made worse when Mrs. Claus told Santa 
her Mother was coming to visit, which stressed Santa 
even more.  
 

When he went to harness the reindeer, he found that three 
of them were about to give birth and two others had 
jumped the fence and were out, Heaven knows where.  
 

Then when he began to load the sleigh, one of the floor-
boards cracked, the toy bag fell to the ground and all the 
toys were scattered.  
 

Frustrated, Santa went in the house for a cup of apple 
cider and a shot of rum. When he went to the cupboard, 
he discovered the elves had drunk all the cider and hid-
den the liquor.. In his frustration, he accidentally dropped 
the cider jug, and it broke into hundreds of little glass 
pieces all over the kitchen floor. He went to get the 
broom and found the mice had eaten all the straw off the 
end of the broom.  
 

Just then the doorbell rang, and an irritated Santa 
marched to the door, yanked it open, and there stood a 
little angel with a great big Christmas tree.  
 

The angel said very cheerfully, 'Merry Christmas, Santa. 
Isn't this a lovely day? I have a beautiful tree for you. 
Where would you like me to stick it?'  
 

And so began the tradition of the little angel on top of the 
Christmas tree.  
  
Not a lot of people know this!!. 

The Burglar 
 

A man went to the Police Station wishing to speak with 
the burglar who had broken into his house the night be-
fore. "You'll get your chance in court," said the Desk Ser-
geant.  "No, no, no!" said the man. "I want to know how 
he got into the house without waking my wife. I've been 
trying to do that for years!"  



KINGSDON SENIORS CLUB 
Programme: January - July 2012 

Co-chairmen: Douglas Higson & Richard South 
Secretary:           Marilyn Elliott 
Treasurer:      Leslie Higson 
Raffles:           Jean Toole 
 

You don’t have to be an O.A.P to join the Kingsdon Seniors Club, come along to a meeting and find out for 
your selves what we are about. 

 

Meetings and Outings 
Meetings are held in the Village Hall on the fourth Wednesday of the month at 3 p.m. 
 

Wed. 25 Jan. Christmas tea (all contribute). Mr. N. Webber, "Alpacas, A Gift From the Gods” 
Wed. 22 Feb. Tim Owen, "Herbs & Spices" 
Wed. 28 Mar. Annabel Semke, "Restoring Old Pictures" 
Wed. 25 Apr. "Yeovilton Historic Flight" 
Wed. 23 May James Elliott, "South America Through a Camera" 
Wed. 27 June Stephen Davis, "The History of the Thames River Police" 
Wed. 25 July Afternoon tea in the garden of Jean & Pat Toole. All contribute. 
 

Collections in the event of bad weather  
  

 If severe weather disrupts waste and recycling collection services, the following general principles will apply. 
SWP will try to maintain services, if this can be done safely, initially from gritted roads or those assessed as safe by 
the collection vehicle driver. 
 If collections are missed, staff will try to return as soon as conditions improve. Crews will work late and on Satur-
days to catch up. Residents should put out refuse or recycling by 7am for three working days; if no collection is made 
by then, take things back in and put out by 7am on the next usual collection day. 
 Extra waste will be accepted alongside containers. Put rubbish in black sacks, recycling in carrier bags and food in 
covered buckets or with rubbish.  
.Garden, bulky and clinical waste collections may be suspended to maintain main services. Clinical waste collections 
will restart as soon as possible.  
.Recycling sites take recycling (including garden waste) and rubbish (including food waste in black sacks for disposal 
only). Please check if the site is open before travelling.  
Ensure neighbours, especially those elderly or vulnerable, have correct information.  
Check for guidance and updates on the Somerset Waste Partnership website, the SWP Facebook page or the SWP 
Twitter feed. Alternatively, listen to local radio or check with your local council.  
 

Above all, please be patient; when disruption happens we have to pick up the backlog but as well as the next sched-
uled day's collections too, without lots of extra trucks and crews.  Even after a thaw it may take a while to catch up. 
 

Garden waste collections are suspended during Christmas and New Year weeks. 

Well done Kingsdon and in  particular Angela at the Stores.  It is the first 
time that anyone can remember that  over  £100 has been raised and all 
poppies sold out 

 
 
 
 

December / January Recycling 
Dates for Kingsdon  

 
 

Wheelie Bin  Refuse Collection Days   
 

Wednesday 4th  January 
Tuesday 17th January 
Tuesday 31st January 

 

Recycling and Food Waste Collection 
Days   

 
 

Wednesday 28th December 
Wednesday 4th January 

Tuesday 10th 
Tuesday 17th 
Tuesday 24th 
Tuesday 31st 
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Postal scam email from Parcel Delivery Service 
Crimestoppers has recently received a number of enquiries regarding a chain email warning people about a 
postal scam that could leave you £315 out of pocket.  This email is a hoax and the information contained in 
it is not true. If you receive this information please ignore it. 

The email in circulation is similar to this: 
" Can you circulate this around especially as Xmas is fast approaching - it has been confirmed by Royal Mail. The 
Trading Standards Office are making people aware of the following scam: 
A card is posted through your door from a company called PDS (Parcel Delivery Service) suggesting that they were 
unable to deliver a parcel and that you need to contact them on 0906 6611911 (a Premium rate number). 
DO NOT call this number, as this is a mail scam originating from Belize. If you call the number and you start to 
hear a recorded message you will already have been billed £315 for the phone call. 
If you do receive a card with these details, then please contact Royal Mail Fraud on 020 7239 6655." 
 

PhonepayPlus, the UK premium rate telephone services regulator , is aware that a chain email about an  al-
leged postal scam is being circulated on the internet. The email refers to the Royal Mail, Trading Standards and IC-
STIS (PhonepayPlus' former name). 
PhonepayPlus appreciates that recipients of the email may want to find out more information about the alleged scam 
and has therefore issued the following statement:  
The chain email refers to a service (operating on 0906 661 1911) that was shut down by PhonepayPlus (then IC-
STIS) in December 2005. PhonepayPlus subsequently fined the company that was operating the service, Studio Tel-
ecom (based in Belize), £10,000.  
The service is NO LONGER running and has NOT been running since December 2005.  
You do NOT need to contact PhonepayPlus, or the Royal Mail, about this service as it was stopped almost six years 
ago.  
If you receive a copy of the email warning you about the alleged scam, please do NOT forward it to others. Instead, 
please forward this statement from PhonepayPlus.    
If you receive a delivery card through your letterbox which you do not believe is genuine and which asks you to dial 
a premium rate number, you can contact PhonepayPlus on 0800 500 212 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm) for further guidance.  
For more detailed information about PhonepayPlus’ work, please visit www.phonepayplus.org.uk.  
 

Kingsdon Community Centre 
 
Supporters of the Kingsdon Community Centre project gather at the 
request of Len Copland, a photographer from the Western              
Gazette.  An article followed in the  Gazette on 15th December with 
details of the progress so far made with the project.   
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Doggy Doo’s should be           Dog-
gy don't ! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once again some careless dog owners are  
allowing their pets to foul the roads and verg-

es in Kingsdon.  The worst places               
recently has been the Chapel Hill area. 

 

PLEASE use the bins provided for disposal 
of your dog’s mess , or take it home.  

 
 

Don’t let your dog wander unattended! 
 

Failure could lead to a fine! 

 

 

http://www.phonepayplus.org.uk


Kingsdon Parish Councillors and their specific topics  
Tony Masters: Chairman - Jacaranda, Lotment Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LG Tel 01935 840801  
Email: armasters@btinternet.com 
 

Angela Saunders: Vice-Chairman - Chatsworth, Top Street, Kingsdon, TA11 7JU    Tel 01935 840130                                               
Email: angiesaunders@btinternet.com  
 

Mel Clode: Dog fouling and related items, Litter , Graffiti, Fly tipping, Fly posting, Damaged bins & Abandoned  vehicles 
and related items - 3 Underwood Rd, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ Tel 01935 840293 Email: melclode273@btinternet.com  
 

Antony Colton: Highways - 30 Underwood Road, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ Tel 07894954449  Email: antmaria50@gmail.com  
 

Richard Hollaway: Village Hall & facilities, Village Field - Kingsdon Court, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LB  
Tel 01935 840628 Email: richard.hollaway@tiscali.co.uk  
 

Dave Morris: Footpaths & Trees - Stithians Cottage, North Town, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ.  

Elaine Owen: Community Centre- Innes House, Lower Road, Kingsdon, TA11 7LL   Tel 01 935 841120  
Email: owen.somerset@btinternet.com  
 

John Calvert Distr ict Councillor  (Nor thstone Ward) Peacock Cottage, High St. Queen Camel. BA22 7NQ  
Tel 01935 850458 Email: john.calvert@southsomerset.gov.uk  
 

Jimmy Zouche (The Lord Zouche) County Councillor  (Somer ton Division) The Abbey, Char lton Adam, Somer ton,  
Somerset. TA11 7BE Tel 01458 223363 Email: jimmyzouche@hotmail.com  
 

David Heath MP Constituency Office - 14 Catherine Hill, Frome, Somerset, BA11 1BZ Tel: 01373 473618  
Fax: 01373 455152 Claire Hudson: head of office - email: hudsoncl@parliament.uk  
 

Sally Smith Clerk to Kingsdon Par ish Council, The Old Coach House, Top Street, Kingsdon..  
TA11 7JU Tel 01935 842094 Mobile 07729 301207 Email sally@tradewindspr.co.uk  
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The next 
 Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting                                                      

will be at 7pm on Thursday 12th January 2012 

Norma’s Vegetable and Plants 
Sale                                  

Norma would like to thank everyone for their  
support,  especially Babs and Ann, the main  
growers John, Freda & Tim for Tomatoes,  
Cucumbers and Gerkins and all who loyally   
supported the stall.  It gave Norma great pleas-
ure to be able to hand over to All Saints 
Church and  the Jubilee Fund over £193 each 

Planning Applications received 
Application No: 11/04895/TCA  
Type of application: Tree(s) in Conservation Area  
Proposal: Notification of intent to fell a Chamaecypar is Laswonia within a conservation area (GR: 
351712/126157)  
Location details: Beechcroft, Kingsdon, Somer ton, Somerset, TA11 7LN 

VISION AID OVERSEAS 
  

This year’s project in November ran fairly smoothly and was the usu-
al two week programme of training combined with Outreach services 
to villages around Mansa in the Luapula province of Zambia. 
Our team of seven saw 992 patients and dispensed 350 pairs of spec-
tacles in addition to training 5 nurses to provide Low Vision services 
and improving and extending their refraction skills on Outreach. 
We had more contact with the local wildlife than expected, some wel-
come like the 7 million bats during their annual migration to Kasanka 
National Park and some not so welcome like the very inquisitive rat 
in the dining room of our Guesthouse in Mansa and the crocodiles in 
the lake adjacent  to our Guesthouse in Samfya. Spectaclular electric 
storms meant frequent candlelit suppers and sporadic water for wash-
ing but plentiful supplies of Mosi beer meant we didn’t go thirsty.  
Many thanks to everyone for supporting my fundraising efforts dur-
ing the year (the answers to the Spectacular Quiz can be found in the 
shop). With your help, and that of friends and work colleagues, I 
raised more than £2,700 for Vision Aid Overseas.  
  

WISHING EVERYONE A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS   
  

PS My preserves can be bought at any time of year and might make 
good stocking fillers this Christmas! 
  
Nina Carlisle   
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CLASSIFIED 

Plastering - JB Plastering 
Jamie Brown  @  5 Magna Close, Yeovil. BA21 5RS 

Tel: 07525185582 

AK Tyre Services 
Andrew White @  Bancombe Court,         

Bancombe Rd. Trading Estate, Somerton. 
TA11 6SB Tel: 01458 2747800 

DC Computer Repair 
Alan Hayward 

Spyware / Virus removal.  Broadband installation. Tuition & Ad-
vice  No repair, No charge. Free local collection available  6 days a 

week   Telephone:  01458 272924  Mobile: 07887572418 

Plumbing 
Andy Hainsworth 

Tel: 01458 273391   mobile 07711379351 

H&C Building Solutions 
Tel 01935 410137 mobile 07758078438 
Email: hcbuildingsolutions@aol.co.uk 

OSBORNES 
of Kingsdon Ltd 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning   
Our service includes... 

Carpet and upholstery, Rugs, Mattresses, 
Hard Floors, Domestic and commercial 

Tel-  mob. 07951 067872   01935 841137  - 
freephone 0800 955 4388 

www.somertoncarpetcleaners.co.uk 
Delimara, Pitts Lane,  Kingsdon,           Som-

erton,  Somerset.  TA11 7LL 

 Electrician 
Winslow Bassham 

17th Edition Inspecting & Testing, Part P Qualified 
Domestic - Commercial - Industrial.  Free Estimates & Advice 

37 Kingsdon, Somerton, Somerset, TA11 7LN 
Tel: 01935 840190  mobile: 07786838940 

Email: winslow.bassham@gmail.com 

Compost 
 

40 litre  Organic Multi-Purpose (not suita-
ble for seed)  £2.50 each or 3 for only £6 

10 litre Multi-Purpose (suitable for  seed) £1  
 40 litre Multi Purpose (suitable for  seed) 

£3  
30 litre Ericaceous  £3 each  

70 litre ornamental bark £4.50 
33 litre Grow Bags  £1.25 

Why struggle with heavy bags, let Paul  take 
the strain.  Buy local  Save your fuel  -Free 
local delivery    

Contact Paul Attwell              
Tel 07906 018082.   Orders also taken by        
Angela at  Kingsdon Stores 

 

Visit Paul’s new shop ‘Bargain Basement’ in 
West Street, Somerton, next to  the railway 
bridge. 

Babysitting / Child Minding in 
Kingsdon 

 

Do you need the services of a Babysitter / 
Child Minder?    Contact Kelly Osborne at 
Delimara, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon,   Tel: mobile 
07921161088, Home: 01935 840337 or  e-
mail  kellyosborne@hotmail.co.uk   
Kelly works in a school. She has plenty of 
experience and is the holder of an up-to date 
CRB reference.  She is available most eve-
nings, some weekends and school holidays 
(apart from the summer).  

Firewood For Sale 
 

Kindling  £3.00 per bag 
 

Pallet Logs  £5.00 per bag    or   £50 per load + delivery 
 

Tel Pauline on 97835036865 



 
 

 
            Somerset+ En- ergy Group   

 

What is the Somerset+ Energy Group? 
The Community Council for Somerset (CCS) has joined forces with LSI, a leading utilities broker, to bring savings to 
organisations and businesses such as village and community halls, scout halls, churches and church halls, parish and town 
council buildings, sports pavilions, bowls and theatre club buildings, shops and pubs to name just some, within the 
south west.  The idea is a simple one, combining the buying power for many small businesses and organisations to ena-
ble cheaper prices for electricity and gas to be negotiated. Membership is free and the savings could be huge, as all 
members work towards a common end date.  There is every possibility that currently your organisation or business is 
paying more than it needs to for gas and electricity. You may be locked into a contract where you have been 'rolled over' 
onto a more expensive tariff due to lack of action on your own part or committee. 

How it works? 
As part of LSI business service, all potential organisation & business clients are offered a comprehensive analysis of 
their current gas and electricity expenditure and are guaranteed to obtain the best prices as a result. Their findings to-
gether with recommendations are passed back to the client - with whom the final decision rests. 
Should you decide to proceed with LSI recommendations which may mean a change of supplier, you will notice no 
change or interruption to your supplies, neither will there be any change to the way you receive emergency services 
and maintenance.  LSI will continue to deal directly with your supplier to provide the after sales support you may 
require for any billing or account issues that may arise from time to time.  
 

Once you have signed up you sit back and let LSI do the hard work for you and they will give you plenty of notice of 
the contract renewal date. 

How do I join? 
Organisations & Businesses 

Go to the Community Council for Somerset website -www.somersetrcc.org.uk/energy-group 
Click Somerset+ Energy Group to download the forms and authorisation letter and email, fax or post to LSI.  Copies of 
your utility bills need to be forwarded with your forms, a free analysis will b  made to check if you are on the best tariff 
for your needs, at this stage you are under no obligation to join 
If you do not have access to email or fax, please request the forms from the Community Council for Somerset and we 
will forward to you. 

 

Individuals 
Visit www.lsiutilitybroker.co.uk/r-SOM001  and put in your postcode to find out how much you can save. 

95% of users can make savings Quick and easy - 3 simple steps Up to £500 can be saved per year 
Top 5 tips to saving money on your energy bills:  
Switch supplier online, Pay by direcdebit, Shop around - don't accept increases from your current supplier  
Stay up-to-date,  Save Energy 

 
   Community Council for Somerset 
Victoria House, Victoria Street 

TAUNTON,TA1 3JZ 
Tel: 01823 331222 

Email: eileen@somersetrcc.org.uk 
Website: www.somersetrcc.org.uk/energy-group 

About CCS 
Community Council for Somerset is an independent charity founded in 1926. The Community Council for Somerset's mission is to 
support action in local communities.  We aim to do this through supporting communities to achieve their goals by encouraging so-
cial inclusion and engagement, helping them to identify local needs and empowering them to improve their quality of life. Sharing 
best practice and working collaboratively strengthens our well established networks to maximise effectiveness. 
Find out who we are and what we do by visiting our website for news and events, publications, funding information and links to 
other useful organisations. If you would like to support the work of CCS, you can join our membership scheme.  

CCS Website: www.somersetrcc.org.uk 
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LUPUS   
Coffee Morning 

 

The next coffee morning will be on Saturday 14th Janu-
ary 2012  at 10.30am,  meeting at the home of Sheila 
Lord, Summerhill, Top Street, Kingsdon 

Kingsdon Stores Christmas Draw 
 

The winner of the draw, which was made on 15th Decem-
ber was Mr Nick Newbery of Low Barn, Lower Road, 
Kingsdon.   
A Big Thank You to Angie who once again organised the 
draw, which made £44 for the Jubilee Fund 



All Saints Church 
Priest in Charge  
Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029  (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other occasional services) 
Assistant Priest                                                          Curate 
Revd Wendy Griffith  Tel 01458 224087                  Revd Bruce Faulkner   Tel 01458 270902 
Church Wardens  
David Beswick. Tel 01935  840795 
Parochial Church Council  
Secretary Sir Donald Limon Tel 01935 840450         Treasurer Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692 
Tower Captain   
Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344 

Church Services for  January                                
Sunday          1st       11am           Family Service 
Sunday           8th      11am          Holy Communion  
Sunday         15th      11am          Holy Communion       6pm    Evensong  
Sunday         22nd      9.30am      Holy Communion 
Sunday         29th      11am          Mattins 

  

Church Rotas for January 
Brass:  Norma Black                                                                Flowers:  Linda Beswick & Sheila Lord  

  
  

Kingsdon Village Hall 
For all information  (except bookings)  contact: - Martin Singleton,  Mountsandel Lodge, Mow Barton Rd.  Kingsdon.  TA11 7LG    
Tel. 01935  841162 
  

For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444                                                     
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Bookings for January 2012 
 
Short Mat Bowls                                    Mondays 7pm - 9pm,    Tuesdays 10am - 12noon 
Table Tennis Club                                 Tuesdays at 7.30pm (not 10th) 
Yeovil District Canine Soc.                   Wednesdays & Thursdays at 8pm 
Art Club                                                 Thursdays  10am - 12 (Term time)                                     
Ladies Club                                            Tuesday 10th 7pm 
Parish Council Meeting                         Thursday 12th 7pm 
Practical Study Group                          Wednesday 18th 10am - 3pm 
Seniors Club                                           Wednesday 25th at 3pm   
  

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club  
 
The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings (apart from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between 7.30pm 
and 9.30pm.  If you are interested then please contact Shirley or Martin Singleton on 841162 or just come along. 
  

Kingsdon Cricket Club 
Secretary:   Kathy Jamison,‘The Swallows’  43 Kingsdon  Tel 01935 841049 
President:   Wally Elliott, 4 Manor  Close, Kingsdon, Somer ton, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444 
Chairman:  Ian Bir rell, Watersmeet, Huish Episcopi, Langpor t  TA10 9HE  Tel   01458  250246 

Kingsdon Seniors Club 
The Seniors Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of 
the month at 3pm in the Village Hall.  New mem-
bers are always welcome. 
For information contact Club Secretary  Marilyn 

Elliott,  4 Manor Close, Kingsdon.                               

Tel 01935 841444                                                    

email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

Kingsdon Ladies Club 
The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the Vil-
lage Hall.  New members and visitors are always welcome. 
For information contact Club President Lynne Davies, Holly House, Frog 
Lane, Kingsdon. TA11 7LL  Tel 01935 840660 or 
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11 7LB  

Tel 01935 840344 

Letters in The Kingsdon Chronicle 
The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers.  Name and address must be supplied but may be withheld 
from publication on request..  The Kingsdon Chronicle reserves the right to edit items for publication. 
Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views of The Kingsdon Chronicle 
production  team. 
Editor:  Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW  Tel 01935 841444,  Mobile 07899 734049,                             
email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com       http:www.ukvillages.co.uk/UserNews/39269/The+Kingsdon+Chronicle 




