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COFFEE MORNING 
To Introduce Project Linus and commence planning for Kingsdon’s 2012         

Jubilee  Celebration - Saturday 23rd October at 10.30am                                             
 

Details of this Proposed Diamond Jubilee Charity Project for Kingsdon are on page 2.  Would you like to 
be involved in this worth while charity project and / or the planning for Kingsdon’s 2012 Queens Diamond 
Jubilee Celebrations?   A coffee morning is to be held in the village hall on Saturday 23rd October at 
10.30am when this project and other ideas for our Jubilee celebrations will be discussed. 
 

Even if you don’t wish to be involved we would still like to see you at the coffee morning, come along and 
let us hear your suggestions for our 4 days of village entertainment.  The marquee is booked, now we need 
to get planning events. 

Kingsdon Parish Councillor Resigns 
 

The hardest working councillor on Kingsdon Parish Council announced his resignation 
at the council meeting on 9th September.  Patrick Leahy will be sorely missed by the 
village that he has served so well. He not only worked hard for those things he felt 
strongly about, but also in representing his fellow residents to the best of his ability.  
 

Kingsdon Parish Council is now two members short and Council Chairman Tony Mas-
ters appeals to anyone who would like to become a Parish Councillor to contact him.  
(Wally Elliott) 

The Kingsdon Chronicle 
 

This issue of The Kingsdon Chronicle has had to be published early due to my impending admission to BRI 
for triple bypass surgery on 21st September.  A big thank you to all who have expressed good wishes for a 
speedy  recovery and assistance.   Apologies for any errors in this issue, it has been a rushed production   
All being well, the next Chronicle will be out as normal at the end of October.  (Wally) 

Kingsdon Village Field Guardian Appointed 
 

At the last Parish Council Meeting it was announced that in order to fulfil the requirements of the council’s 
insurance policy covering the use of the Village Field, a councillor or appointed volunteer, was required to 
do a weekly Health & Safety check of the field and play equipment.  A log of these inspections has also to 
be kept.  As none of our councillors wished to take on this task, Mick Conway has kindly volunteered to be 
the field guardian 

Harvest Supper 
The Harvest Supper this year will be on Sunday 10th October at 7pm in Kingsdon Village Hall. 

 

Tickets: Adults £3.50   Children £2.50  Available from Ann Leahy 840502 & Jackie Ellis 840344 
Please do come and support this annual event  

Footpaths within the parish of Kingsdon 
 

At the Fete on 11th September, the Chronicle received a number of complaints regarding the state of some 
of our footpaths.  Complaints of this nature should be directed to the councillor with responsibility for foot-
paths and trees, Cllr Morris, who now lives at Stithians Cottage, North Town, Kingsdon.  Unfortunately 
Cllr Morris does not wish to divulge his phone number and has no public internet access 
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About Project Linus 
Knitters and quilters have always made quilts and blankets to give to those less fortunate than themselves. Boatloads of 
quilts were sent to the UK from Canada in World War 2 for those who had lost everything to the bombing raids. In the 
50’s I can remember my Girl Guide troop knitting hundreds of squares to be made into Red Cross blankets for the refu-
gees who were fleeing the Russians. In the 80’s, when the horrors of the Romanian regime were discovered there was a 
drive to make quilts for the orphans there. And so it goes on. So what is different about Project Linus? 
 

The answer is ‘the internet’. On Christmas Eve 1995 in the USA, an article appeared in Parade Magazine entitled ‘Joy to 
the World’ by Pulitzer Prize winning Photojournalist, Eddie Adams. Part of the article features a petite, downy haired 
child. She had been going through intensive chemotherapy and the story stated that her security blanket had helped her 
get through the treatments. Karen Loucks, who had just learnt to crochet, decided to provide home-made security blan-
kets to Denver’s Rocky Mountain Children’s Cancer Centre.  Lots of such quilts and blankets have been made before, 
but these efforts appeared in her emails to friends, which appeared on a web site, which was seen by lots of other knitters 
and quilters who wanted to join in. So they decided to organise themselves. 
Project Linus was named after the security blanket toting character from the Peanuts comic strip. The late Charles 
Schultz, its creator, was pleased to have Linus inspired  blanket makers to help sick and traumatised children. 
They set up a web site with ideas and links to patterns, suppliers willing to offer discounts and other potential collabora-
tors. Chapters were set up in lots of towns and cities providing things for their own local hospitals, and then to children’s 
homes and other places where there were sick or traumatised children needing comfort. After hurricane Katrina, volun-
teers loaded up their cars with blankets and quilts and drove down to deliver them to those who had lost everything to the 
floods. 

 

Project Linus was brought to the UK in March 2000 by Ann Salisbury-Jones whose sewing group started making quilts 
for their local child cancer ward. The idea quickly spread through groups associated with the Quilters Guild of the British 
Isles. Again the web site and email helped spread the ideas and put people in touch with one another. 
 

We were especially lucky to receive publicity and support from Popular Patchwork who featured Project Linus in their 
magazine and provided some sponsorship to enable us to set up a central organization. Creative Exhibitions, who run the 
Festival of Quilts, were kind enough to give us a free stand where we could give out information. Women’s Weekly also 
ran a feature which elicited an enormous response as people brought patchwork blocks to the stand in 2003. It was a real 
challenge for the volunteers piecing these together into quilts!  
 

For a couple of years we just gave out suggestions for patterns from our stand, but in 2007 Creative Exhibitions asked us 
to run another block theme to create some ‘buzz’. This was ‘animal alphabet’ which was very successful, resulting in 
some 4,000  blocks and nearly 100 little quilts and blankets. In 2008 the theme was ‘All that Jazz’ to appeal to teenagers. 
Many people have associated Project Linus with baby quilts, but that certainly is not all we do and we wanted to get that 
message across. We were given 1,200 blocks but also received 70+ quilts mostly full sized ones for the teenagers. Many 
of these were exquisitely worked. I have just received a thank you letter from the mother of a ‘special needs’ teenager 
who said she had never seen anything so beautiful as the quilt we sent to her son. 
 

We now have co-ordinators for most areas of the UK, although there are still a few gaps. Everyone working on Project 
Linus is a volunteer and most pay their own expenses, or cover them by giving talks to local sewing groups, WI’s and the 
like. Some have solicited donations from local businesses, fund raising organisations or councils to buy fabric and wad-
ding. The Community Service Volunteers has a programme RSVP (retired and seniors volunteer programme) which of-
fers to cover the out of pocket expenses of pensioners doing voluntary work which some of our members have started 
using to cover their administrative and travel expenses. However, we are not a fund raising organization, and, for that 
reason, are not a registered charity. We are simply a network of local volunteers and the role of Project Linus is to act as 
a facilitator and encourager of that local activity. 
 

Quilts and blankets go to a wide range of places. The destinations are determined by local need. All types and sizes can 
be used, but some places have specific requirements. Your local co-ordinator will know what these are. For example, 
some premature baby units want cotton wadding, feeling that it is more breathable. Some hospitals use central laundries 
for all bedding items, washing them at high temperatures to kill bugs, while others have machines in the wards or are 
happy for parents to take responsibility for washing items given to the individual children. This means that some places 
have tighter requirements than others. The local co-ordinator will know what these are in her area. There are also specific 
drives in local areas e.g. if a children’s hospice or women’s refuge opens we would like to have a stock of quilts ready. 
We provide blankets for all ages from premature babies to teenagers starting out on their own and wanting bed quilts. A 
quilt to wrap a very premature baby needs to be only 18” square. Various sizes around 24” – 48” (square or rectangular) 
are very popular. We appreciate a wide range of colour schemes too. Incubator covers should be of pale calm colours, 
while teenagers or visually impaired children often appreciate quilts that are very bright. Football teams, racing cars and 
wild animals or dinosaurs are popular with boys, while girls often like pink. Teenage colour schemes are not only wanted 
in full bed size as teenagers in wheel chairs need lap quilts. 
 

Between 2000 and December 2009, we have delivered over 113,000 quilts and blankets to children in need of a hug. In 
2009 alone, we delivered over 16,000. 
www.projectlinusuk.org.uk         lyn_antill@btinternet.com  
 
 

http://www.projectlinusuk.org.uk


Undercover Thatching revealed 
 

People passing the Kingsdon Inn have been greeted with a plastic sheeted scaffold construction for the last few 
months, since work on the £250,000 refurbishment project was started after a fire in March.  But hidden from the out-
side world, the vastly experience Gary Marjoram is weaving his magic to recreate the pub’s much loved thatched 
roof.   And things are going so well that the opening date has been moved forward to December 3rd when a new 
Christmas menu will be available. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s 
on-

ly the second time in forty years of thatching that Gary, who works for Packham Brothers in Cudworth, has worked 
under cover.  “There are advantages because you can keep going whatever the weather, but it is sometimes a bit of a 
problem to work around the other lads doing the building work at the same time. What I really like is being able to get 
my teeth into a job like this and do it from start to finish,” he said. 
The thatch is formed from a wheat/rye cross which has been specially grown and harvested in the company’s farm at 
Stocklinch near Ilminster.  “It’s particularly good at standing up to the weather. This roof should last up to thirty years 
depending on the angle of the pitch,” added Gary. 
Landlord Algy Napier promises the Kingsdon will be as good as new when it re-opens and he’ll be happy to take 
bookings on 01935 840543. 

Page 3 

 
 

The Kingsdon Inn 
 

Win a Sunday Lunch for 2 
 

The Kingsdon Inn will be re-opening on 3rd December with three new high quality en-suite letting bedrooms.     The 
Inn will be topped off with a new thatched roof. 
 

The owners would like to put names to the bedrooms instead of numbers.  A competition is to be run for villagers to 
select the most suitable name for one of the rooms, with the winner receiving a voucher for a Two Course Sunday 
lunch for 2 persons. 
 

Please place your written suggestions in the post box outside the Kingsdon Inn Cottage by the closing date                   
of  1st November. 

Staff Wanted 
 

The Kingsdon Inn is now seeking new staff members to join the team 
 

Trainee Assistant Manager / Manageress  
Full and Part-time Waiting Staff 

Full and Part-time Bar Staff 
Housekeeping 
Washing up 

 

For more information please ring Algy on 01935 840543  
 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Alert  -  Telephone Scam                                                             
A member of the public received a call from a lady saying she was calling from the council and that she could get 
them a refund on their council tax, as the property had been incorrectly banded. The caller then went on to ask for 
bank details in order to refund this overpayment.  Please be aware that the council are not calling with regards to 
overpayments, and also ensure that you do not give out your personal details over the phone to anyone you do not 
know.  If you have information about any crime, phone the police on 0845 456 7000 or you can call anonymously to 
the independent charity CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111. For general information about Neighbourhood Watch na-
tionally see the www.mynhw.co.uk website. 



Friday 22nd October 

Julian Dawson in Concert 
Back by popular  demand 

 

For over 30 years Julian Dawson has been treading a unique path between pop, country and blues - with a definite 
acoustic touch.  
 

Accompanying himself with deft guitar work and virtuoso harmonica, his concerts feature his haunting voice, his 
amazing collection of original songs and his charismatic connection to each and every audience.  
 

He has appeared at festivals such as Glastonbury, Newport (USA), Cambridge and Cropredy and on ' Later With 
Jules Holland' and, last but certainly not least, Kingsdon Village Hall in May 2009. 
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Kingsdon  Summer Picture Quiz   
 The Answers 

 

The Winner of the £20 prize  with 40 correct answers                           
was Stephen Baldwin 

Bristol Half Marathon Run 
 

Frances Sleap’s Bristol Half Marathon 
Run in Aid Of St Margaret’s Hospice, 
Yeovil on the 5th September has raised 
over  £1,052.50 plus gift aid 
Anyone who might like to make a dona-
tion can do so at   www.justgiving.com/
Frances-Sleap,  or contact her at Oak 
Cottage, Kingsdon (840270). 

 

Kingsdon to Bavaria  Cycle 
Ride 

 

A Charity Cycle Ride in aid of SSAFA 
(Soldiers, Sailors & Airmen Families 
Association) by Ellie Coyle of Blue 
Lias, 24 North Town, Kingsdon and her 
friends  has raised over £1,880.50 plus 
gift aid   

A Kingsdon         
Wedding 

 
Darren Smith and Katri-

na Anstey of 32 Top 
Street, Kingsdon were 
married at All Saints 
Church, Kingsdon on 

Saturday 11th Septem-
ber.   

 
A reception followed at 
Kingsdon Village Hall.   

 
The happy couple will be 
honeymooning in York-

shire  

 

£1516.13 
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Development of land at Park Farm, Lower Road, Kingsdon 
 

The planning application submitted by the Executers of the Estate of Mrs P.M.R. Neal (Deceased) for the erection 
of (a) 5 dwellings, (b) the conversion and extension of barns to form 2 dwellings and (c) the erection of associated 
garaging, on land at Park Farm. This was first discussed by Kingsdon Parish Council on 26th June 2008.  Permis-
sion was granted by South Somerset C.C. in September 2008.  The property was subsequently bought by Camelot 

Developments (David Glover), and 
work commenced in July 2009.  
  
Plot A (Pictured) in Mow Barton 
Road next door to Mountsandel 
Lodge is expected to be occupied by 
mid October 2010 
 
Plot B on the corner of Mow Barton 

Road and Lower Road has become a planning issue after the developer applied to change the roofing material from 
Thatch to Clay Tiles, which Kingsdon Parish Council voted against at their planning meeting on 28th July. 

26th March 2010 

Plot A   -   16th September 2009 

11th May 2010 

13th July 2010 

25th July 2010 

Plot B  -  25th June 2010 Plot B - 7th September 2010 

Page 6 



Page 7 

 Comments made by Andrew Tucker, Conservation Officer for SSDC regarding The Park Farm development 
planning application to change approved roof construction from Thatch to Clay Tile  
 
Kingsdon does feature a significant proportion of thatched buildings. It isn't always right to just pick a bit of every 
material and stick it into a scheme in an attempt to make it respect the local vernacular. However in this case this 
building had been identified as a significant corner building, which could be appropriately emphasised in an alterna-
tive local material. In streetscene terms the use of thatch also makes sense when the immediate setting is considered - 
in both directions the next historic building on the carriageway edge is thatched (Kingsdon Inn and 20 Kingsdon). 
This will give the development a sensible relationship with its context, particularly when viewed along Mow Barton 
Road.  
  
The concerns over the safety of the thatch should be easily overcome through modern detailing, such as the 'Dorset 
Model'.  
  
Although the building could be satisfactorily roofed in a plain tile, a thatched covering would be architecturally more 
appropriate. The front wall of this house is curved, with a corresponding roof. This gives the building a soft organic 
form, that would be most appropriately finished in thatch.  
  
The last concern I have is with how a square 90degree ridge meets the top few curved courses of tiles. I don't think 
this will work, as the squared ridge line will need to project out over the top courses of tile - it could end up looking 
really 'fudged'. If a tiled roof is the agreed solution then a re-design will be required.  

Park Farm Development  
 

The original plans as presented to Kingsdon Parish Council on 28th July 2008 

Plot B                  Plot A 



Kingsdon Church Fete and Songs of Praise 
 

Saturday 11th September and at last,  a sunny day for the Church Fete, enjoyed by all who attended.  Congratula-
tions to David Beswick and all who helped with the organisation and manning of the stalls.  It was a very pleasant 
afternoon and an opportunity to have a chat with friends over a cream tea and catch up with the latest gossip. By 
the end of the day the grand sum of £1018.55 had been raised.  The following day, and once again we were blessed 
with a sunny evening for Songs of Praise in the marquee with Revd Wendy Griffith and Revd Bruce Faulkner.  All 
the hymns being chosen by the congregation. (Wally)   
 

Many thanks to all of you who through your time, effort, gifts and loans of equipment made the Fete such a success 
this year.  Very special thanks to the stalwart band of helpers who set everything up from Friday morning onwards 
and were there again to dismantle everything on the Saturday and Sunday evenings.  (David Beswick)                      
A small silver bracelet was handed in at the Fete which can be claimed from David 
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A rather nice house near the field where we played, 
Was empty and so very tempting to raid. 

There were big juicy pears on a tree on the wall, 
‘Come on, let’s pretend we are fetching our ball’. 

 

The pears were delicious and then round the bend, 
A ladder appeared with a man on the end. 
He told the owner and she was quite mad, 

She told the policeman and he told my dad. 
 

One summer evening my friends were elsewhere, 
I’ll go it alone I suppose if I dare. 

There’s a raspberry patch, the risk is quite slight, 
The garden is long and the house out of sight. 

 

I crawled ‘neath the canes and then to my delight, 
Found there were also plump strawberries to bite. 
The fun was short-lived though for to my dismay, 

I spotted a lady a few feet away. 
 

I had to escape and I started to crawl, 
If only I could just slide over the wall. 

She heard the leaves rustle, I had to give in, 
I rose to my feet with a daft nervous grin. 

 

However my parents did not see the joke, 
They gave me a scare and my senses awoke. 

‘One more complaint and we’re leaving this place’. 
Moving from Kingsdon I just could not face. 

 

 
 

We tried to be patient for that time to come, 
When apples were ripe and not sore to the tum, 

But waiting was always too hard to resist, 
And nearly ripe apples were not to be missed. 

 

We knew every place where the fruit could be picked, 
And also the risk that we might just get nicked. 
Orchards were easy, the farmers weren’t near, 
But gardens were risky, the owners might hear. 

 

The earliest apple was Beauty of Bath, 
And those were the trees where we’d beat our first path. 

As Miss Chapple sold them we gave hers’ a miss, 
Jim Whitehead has got some, we’ll have some of his. 

 

In the manor garden there was a fruit cage, 
T’was rusty and of a considerable age. 

The trees had grown tall and poked right through the wire, 
When we crawled across we were playing with fire. 

 

One day we were filling our shirts like a sack, 
The wire split beneath him, John fell on his back. 

I called, ‘Are you OK?’ but he couldn’t speak, 
Thoroughly winded he could only squeak.. 

 

And in that same garden were exotic fruit, 
Certainly tempting but risky to loot. 

Grapes in the greenhouse and peach on the wall. 
They’re probably sour and they look green and small. 

 

Another posh garden was somewhere we knew, 
Cox Orange Pippins the gardener grew. 

It would have been folly to try in daylight, 
We only went there under cover of night. 

CONFESSIONS OF A SCRUMPER 
by Peter Crowter 

London Philharmonic Skiffle Orchestra take Packed Village Hall by storm 
 

The LPSO  consisting of four very talented musicians, just this side of insane, entertained a packed Kingsdon Vil-
lage Hall, playing a variety of instruments and music coupled with wacky humour and zany costumes.  It was a 
show full of rollickingly hilarious fun and laughter from start to finish.  The concert raised £159 for village hall 
funds. 



The ability to make and understand PUNS is the highest level of language development.                                 
Here are the top 10 winners in the International Pun Contest. 

 

1.  A vulture boards an airplane, carrying two dead raccoons.  The Stewardess looks at him and says, 'I'm sorry, sir, 
only one carrion allowed per passenger. 
 

2.  Two fish swim into a concrete wall.  The one turns to the other and says, 'Dam!' 
 

3.  Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly, so they lit a fire in the craft.  Unsurprisingly, it sank, proving once 
again that you can't have your kayak and heat it, too. 
 

4.  Two hydrogen atoms meet.  One says, 'I've lost my electron.'  The other says, 'Are you sure?'  The first replies, 
‘Yes, I'm positive.' 
 

5.  Did you hear about the Buddhist who refused Novocain during a root canal?  His goal: transcend dental medica-
tion. 
 

6.  A group of chess enthusiasts checked into a hotel and were standing in the lobby discussing their recent tourna-
ment victories.  After about an hour, the manager came out of the office and asked them to disperse.  But why they 
asked, as they moved off.   'Because,' he said, 'I can't stand chess-nuts boasting in an open foyer.' 
 

7.  A woman has twins and gives them up for adoption.  One of them goes to a family in Egypt and is named Ahmal.  
The other goes to a family in Spain; they name him Juan.  Years later, Juan sends a picture of himself to his birth 
mother.  Upon receiving the picture, she tells her husband that she wishes she also had a picture of Ahmal.  Her hus-
band responds, ‘They’re twins!  If you've seen Juan, you've seen Ahmal.' 
 

8.  A group of friars were behind on their belfry payments, so they opened a small florist shop to raise funds.  Since 
everyone liked to buy flowers from the men of God, a rival florist across town thought the competition was unfair.  
He asked the good fathers to close down, but they would not.  He went back and begged the friars to close.  They ig-
nored him.  So, the rival florist hired Hugh MacTaggart, the roughest and most vicious thug in town to 'persuade' 
them to close.  Hugh beat up the friars and trashed their store, saying he'd be back if they didn't close up shop.  Terri-
fied, they did so, thereby proving that only Hugh can prevent florist friars. 
 

9.  Mahatma Gandhi, as you know, walked barefoot most of the time, which produced an impressive set of calluses on 
his feet.  He also ate very little, which made him rather frail and, with his odd diet, he suffered from bad breath.  This 
made him (Oh, man, this is SO BAD, its good) a super calloused fragile mystic hexed by halitosis. 
 

10.  And, finally, there was the person who sent ten different puns to friends, with the hope that at least one of the 
puns would make them laugh.  No pun in ten did. 

Little Johnny strikes again 
The teacher asked the class to use the word 'fascinate' in a sen-
tence.  Molly put up her hand and said, 'My family went to my 
granddad's farm, and we all saw his pet sheep. It was fascinating. 
' The teacher said, 'That was good, but I wanted you to use the 
word 'fascinate, not fascinating'.  Sally raised her hand. She said, 
'My family went to see Rock City and I was 'fascinated.' The 
teacher said, 'Well, that was good Sally, but I wanted you to use 
the word 'fascinate.'  Little Johnny raised his hand. The teacher 
hesitated because she had been burned by Little Johnny before. 
She finally decided there was no way he could damage the word 
'fascinate', so she called on him.  Johnny said, 'My aunt Gina has 
a sweater with ten buttons, but she is so fat she can only fasten 
eight.' 
  

An older gentleman had an appointment to see the urologist who 
shared offices with several other doctors. The waiting room was 
filled with patients.   As he approached the receptionist's desk, he 
noticed that the receptionist was a large unfriendly woman who 
looked like a Sumo wrestler.   He gave her his name.  In a very 
loud voice, the receptionist said, "YES, I HAVE YOUR NAME 
HERE; YOU WANT TO SEE THE DOCTOR ABOUT IMPO-
TENCE, RIGHT?"  All the patients in the waiting room snapped 
their heads around to look at the very embarrassed man.   He re-
covered quickly, and in an equally loud voice replied,   'NO, I'VE 
COME TO INQUIRE ABOUT A SEX  CHANGE  OPERA-
TION,   BUT I DON'T WANT THE SAME DOCTOR THAT 
DID YOURS.' 
 

******* 

Little Johnny at it again 
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For Sale   
 
 

 90 Bottle Wine Rack  -  
Wood & Steel construc-

tion very strong 
£30 

Contact John Barker, 7 
Cary Way, Kingsdon Tel 

01935 840489 

Kingsdon Chronicle recommended 
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Recommended by The Kingsdon Chronicle 

Recommended by                    
The Kingsdon Chronicle 

 
 

 
 
 

Recy- cling 
and Waste Collection dates         for Oc-

tober 
 

Wheelie Bin  Refuse Collection Days -  
Tuesday 12th and Tuesday 26th 

 
Recycling and Food Waste Collection Days  - 

 Every Tuesday as normal  

How many horses in this picture 

       Answer on page 12 How many horses in this picture 

Tony Berkeley 
Cleaning Services 

 

Carpets/ Rugs, Hard Flooring                          
Flagstones etc 

Stripping,                                                                 
Sealing & Polishing,                                           

High Pressure Jetting. 
All Cleaning & Janitorial Requests               

Considered.                                                            
 

Call Tony for a Free, No  Obligation Quote                                             
on  

01458 447115  or  07904782 
For Prompt, Reliable Service 



Compost 
 

Buy local  -  Save your fuel                         
Free local delivery                                      

 

40 litre  Organic Multi-Purpose (not 
suitable for seed)  £2.50 each or 3 for only 

£6 
 

10 litre Multi-Purpose (suitable for  seed) 
£1 each 

  

40 litre Multi Purpose (suitable for  seed) 
£3 each 

 

30 litre Ericaceous  £3 each  
 

70 litre ornamental bark £4.50 

 

33 litre Grow Bags  £1.25 
 
 

Why struggle with heavy bags, let Paul           
take the strain. 

 

 Contact Paul Attwell  Tel 07906 018082.                                
Orders also taken by Angela at           

Kingsdon Stores 
 

Visit Paul’s new shop ‘Bargain Base-
ment’ in West Street, Somerton, next to                     

the railway bridge. 

We distribute quality dried herbs &  
spices nationally via our website at:  

www.thebestpossibletaste.co.uk. 
 

Call at Innes House to buy at ‘friends 
and neighbours’ rates.                                                                                                  

Herb/spice boxes: Web price  88p.   
Your price 60p 

 

Spice'n'tice curry kits:  
 

Web price £1.99.  Your price £1.60 
Web price £2.49.  Your price £2.00 

Other items 20% off web price. 
 

Phone 01935 841120 (or call by) to get a 
full list of the herbs and spices  availa-

ble from Tim or Elaine Owen,                                                                                            
Innes House, Lower Road, Kingsdon.          

(next to the Village Hall) 
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T R Carpentry and Joinery 
  

Kitchen fitting - Doors & Windows fitting  
Flooring of  all types - Decking - Skirtings and            

Architraves 
Shelving - Built in Wardrobes 

  
For all your Carpentry and Joinery needs 

 
Tom Reed 

 

07729 187293                       01458 241910 
  

How many horses in the picture  -  Should find  7 

DC Computer Repair 

Alan Hayward 
 

Spyware / Virus removal  Broadband installation.         
Tuition & Advice 

No repair, No charge.   Free local collection        
Available  7 days a week 

Telephone:  01458 272924  Mobile: 07887572418 
Alan comes highly recommended by many Kingsdon 

Computer users of all ages. 

http://www.thebestpossibletaste.co.uk/
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Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning   
Our service includes... 
 Carpet and upholstery 
 Rugs 
 Mattresses 
 Hard Floors 

Domestic and commercial 
 

CONTACT US  -  mob. 07951 067872  
tel. 01935 841137  - freephone 0800 955 4388 

www.somertoncarpetcleaners.co.uk 
Delimara, Pitts Lane,  Kingsdon, Somerton,            

Somerset.  TA11 7LL 

Kingsdon Parish Councillors and their specific topics 
Tony Masters:   Chairman  -  Jacaranda, Lotment Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LG    Tel 01935 840801 
Email: masters@jacaranda99.fsnet.co.uk  
Angela Saunders:  Vice-Chairman  -  School Governor  -  Chatsworth, Top Street, Kingsdon, TA11 7JU 
Tel 01935 840130   Email: angiesaunders@btinternet.com 

Mel Clode:  Dog fouling and related items, Litter , Graffiti, Fly tipping, Fly posting, Damaged bins & Aban-
doned vehicles and related items -  3 Underwood Rd, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ       Tel 01935 840293                                         
Email: melclode273@btinternet.com 
Richard Hollaway: Village Hall & facilities  -  Kingsdon Court, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LB 
Tel 01935 840628    Email: richard.hollaway88@tiscali.co.uk 
Dave Morris:  Footpaths & Trees -  Stithians Cottage, North Town, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ    Tel  -  withheld!  
John Calvert  Distr ict Councillor  (Northstone Ward) Peacock Cottage, High St. Queen Camel. BA22 7NQ               
Tel 01935 850458  Email: john.calvert@southsomerset.gov.uk 

Jimmy Zouche (The Lord Zouche) County Councillor  (Somerton Division)  The Abbey, Charlton Adam, Som-
erton, Somerset. TA11 7BE    Tel 01458 223253  Email:  jimmyzouche@hotmail.com 
David Heath MP  Constituency Office - 14 Catherine Hill, Frome, Somerset, BA11 1BZ  Tel: 01373 473618         
Fax: 01373 455152   Claire Hudson: head of office - email: hudsoncl@parliament.uk 
Sally  Smith  Clerk to Kingsdon Par ish Council,  The Old Coach House, Top Street, Kingsdon..    
TA11 7JU   Tel 01935  842094   Mobile 07729 301207    Email  sally@tradewindspr.co.uk 
 
 

Kingsdon Ladies Club 
 

Lynne welcomed 15 members to the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 14th September 2010. 
A birthday posy was given to Lyn Attwell.  It was announced that Babs Conway is organising a workshop for making 
quilts and blankets for ‘Project Linus’.  The first on on Saturday 23rd October at 10.30am in the Village hall. 
Arrangements for the Harvest Supper to be held in the Village Hall on Sunday 10th October at 7pm are well under-
way. 
 

The guest speaker, Emile Calhaen demonstrated the making of hats, some members had a go.  We all enjoyed trying 
on the collection she had brought along. 
Refreshments were provided by Ann Baldwin and Marilyn St Clair. 
The flutter was won by Julie South  -  The meeting closed at 9.15om 
 

The October meeting will be on Tuesday 12th October at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, when the guest speakers will be 
Chris Fowler and Simon Jones from Lawrence Auctioneers of Crewkerne.  Anyone wanting a free valuation on an 
antique are welcome to bring it along. 
 

New members or visitors are very welcome. 
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Draft Minutes of the Kingsdon Parish Council Bi-Monthly Meeting                                                                 
held in the village hall at 7pm Thursday 9th September 2010 

 

Present:    Mr  A Masters (Chairman); Messrs P Leahy, D. Morr is, R. Hollaway, M. Clode and Mrs A Saunders 
(Parish Councillors); Mr J Calvert (District Councillor); Mrs S Smith (Parish Clerk) plus 3 Parishioners. 
 

Apologies were given on behalf of Mr J Zouche (County Councillor). 
 

The minutes of the previous Parish meeting had been read and were approved and signed. 
Parish Plan request from Community Council, Somerset. 
 

Mr Guy Bragg from the Community Council, Somerset attended the meeting to give a background to the organization. 
He explained the Council was a charity set up in 1926 to help represent the farming and local communities influence 
and also access benefit from public bodies. They are a non-profit making organization with paid mainly part time staff 
and funded through £30 annual membership subscription from local Parish Councils plus some government funding.  
He said by drawing in information from various Parish Councils they are able to identify trends and shared require-
ments and their services have also been used to assist with co-ordinating specific activities such as the recent closure 
of post offices.  Mr P Leahy said it was a shame we had had to wait 84 years before we had heard of the Community 
Council and Mr Bragg agreed its work could be better known.  
 
 

Having learned more about the work of the Community Council, it was agreed to provide them with a copy of the 
Kingsdon Parish Plan and a CD copy was given to Mr Bragg. He was thanked for taking the time to attend the Council 
meeting. 
 

Grants for Villages 
Cllr J Calvert said he had information on two potential grant schemes from the Somerset Levels and Moors Local Ac-
tion Group. He said he had checked and Kingsdon came within their required locations.  
 

One was the Village Hall and Community Building Grants Scheme which would offer up to 50% of costs for commu-
nities seeking to make environmental and especially energy efficiency improvements to their buildings in order to in-
crease the usage of the venue for the wider community. The normal maximum for a grant would be £5000. 
 

The second was a Small Business Grants Scheme for small businesses in the area which demonstrate positive econom-
ic impact. This grant would support a variety of activities including recycling and feasibility studies and again would 
offer up to 50% match of costs to an upper limit of £5,000. 
 

Matters arising from previous minutes. 
 

Grit Bins 
Mr P Leahy said he had finally managed to obtain confirmation from the acting manager at South Somerset Roads that 
the grit bins would be filled shortly after they had been placed in position. Mr Leahy said he would now look at clear-
ing and leveling the areas to site the bins. 
He said he had had complaints re various pot holes especially around Underwood Road but South Somerset Roads said 
the area had been inspected with a report that all was okay. He had also had some comment on lack of bins for dog 
waste but there was now a £150 charge for bins from Street Furniture. Mr D Morris said half the problem was to get 
owners to be more responsible and actually use the existing bins. 
Goal Posts  
It was agreed the goal posts now looked very good. Mr W Elliott was thanked for his efforts and also was wished a 
speedy recovery from his approaching hospitalization. 
 

Play Area 
Mr P Leahy said the reparation work was now completed at a good price reduction. He mentioned there was no lock 
on the gate now to prevent travellers from entering the field. He also mentioned the left hand gate post has split and a 
new post will be required at some point. 
 

Mr R Hollaway brought up the requirement of a weekly signed off log of inspection for the play area and confirmed 
this was a stated requirement from the insurers. He emphasized that if a log wasn’t kept, our insurance could be invali-
dated and Councillors themselves could become liable should any claims arise. 
 

Mr T Masters said the play area was being looked at and if there were any problems, they would be reported to him. 
 

There was some discussion about the mandatory requirement of a weekly written log and parishioner Mr Mick Con-
way volunteered to inspect the play area on a weekly basis and keep a written log. Mr T Masters agreed to provide a 
printed sheet for ease of reporting. A vote of thanks was given to Mr Conway for agreeing to undertake this task. 
 

Mr R Hollaway asked whether the Kingsdon Inn should bear some of the insurance costs but it was agreed it was an 
overall village facility and the costs should be paid by the Parish. 
 

Archiving 
Mr D Morris was asked how this was going. He said he was working with the previous Parish Clerk, Mrs J Gambling, 
and going through papers on a box by box process. He said it was a long process, he had only agreed to look at archiv-
ing papers connected with planning and building and felt that it wasn’t top priority although he would progress the 
work as quickly as his time allowed. 
 

Mowing of Field. 
Mr W Elliott said that despite going into hospital, he had planned to give the field a final cut the following day. It was 
agreed that we were near the end of the growing season. 



 

Village Walls. 
A review had been undertaken of the walls around the village pound and it was agreed that the walls which were un-
der the responsibility of the council required no urgent repairs. However, the walls on Frog Lane definitely need re-
pair. Mr D Morris said he was investigating some services provided by Mr Gary Alleyene who runs a South Somerset 
District Council backed Community Workstart scheme. This programme is to assist people who have been unem-
ployed for sometime to get back into the pattern of regular work through involvement on various rural projects. There 
is no charge for the service and this could include assisting with the rebuilding of village walls. The Clerk read out a 
letter from Mr A M Sams of Somerton offering stone building services. It was thought that the Community Workstart 
Scheme sounded very promising and Mr D Morris agreed to find out more. 
 

Other business 
 

Publication of Minutes 
Mrs S Smith, Clerk to the Parish Council, said she would like confirmation on whether draft minutes could be pub-
lished in the Kingsdon Chronicle before they had been officially passed at a Council meeting. Mr W Elliott said the 
Chronicle had initially been launched mainly to help pass information from Council decisions on to parishioners and 
to begin with he used to take the notes himself for publication. Normally his copy deadline is a week before the end of 
the month. If the minutes had to be officially ratified at a Council meeting before publication, it would mean they 
would usually be two months or more out of date. 
 

Proposal by Mrs A Saunders that the minutes are emailed to each Councillor  (and hard copy to Mr  D Morr is) 
for early approval and alterations and then passed to Mr W Elliott for publication with a clear notice of “draft” to be 
printed along with the minutes. 
 

Seconded by Mr  M Clode. 
 

The motion was carried. It was suggested that Councillors should report any comments or  corrections to the 
Clerk within a week. 
 

Electronic Communications 
The Clerk said more and more communication, especially from official bodies, was coming in by email and it was a 
waste of paper and time to print out hard copies in every case. It was agreed that, when appropriate, incoming com-
munications can be distributed to Councillors by email. 
 

Damage to Verges. 
The Clerk read out a letter from parishioner Mr M Conway regarding severe and unsightly damage to verges from 
parking, especially in the wetter winter months. There was much discussion about the problem of increasing parking 
requirements in the village. Mr D Morris mentioned that in many cases the Council planning department was to blame 
by not insisting on the provision of adequate parking space within new property developments.  The provision of an 
additional layby was mentioned but it was agreed no additional funding would be available from the Council in the 
present economic climate. Mr P Leahy said he had spoken to Mr Fox at South Somerset District Council re putting up 
bollards outside the new development behind the pub and opposite the village hall and Mr Fox had said he would 
speak to Mr Glover, the developer, to do this. Mr Conway mentioned that the problem was not only the damage to the 
verges but that mud was spread across the roads creating a dangerous slippery surface. Mrs S Smith raised the possi-
bility of putting down turf reinforcement mesh which is used in many grass parking areas at shows and attractions 
offering solid support for vehicles but allowing grass to continue to grow underneath and through the mesh. This was 
thought to be worth considering and it was agreed that Mr T Masters would contact Cllr J Zouche to see if there was 
any funding available for this. 
 

Recruitment 
Mr T Masters confirmed that a new Councillor was still required. 
 

Resignation 
Mr P Leahy announced his resignation from the Parish Council with immediate effect. Mr R Hollaway said it was sad 
that Mr P Leady felt he had to resign and the Council would miss his input. Mr T Masters offered a vote of thanks for 
all the work undertaken by Mr P Leahy on behalf of the villagers. Mr P Leahy said he would complete the grit bins 
project. 
 

School Governor’s Report 
Mrs A Saunders read out a report on the updated situation at the village school, confirming there were now 14 pupils 
and the Headmistress was still away sick. 
 

There being no further business, the meeting ended at 8.50pm. 
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Kingsdon C of E Primary School 
  Kingsdon,  Somerset, TA11 7JX                                                    

Tel: 01935 840406     Fax: 01935 841765  
    Email: office@kingsdon.somerset.sch.uk 

 

Headteacher:  Mrs Christine Dawson               
Secretary: Mrs Carolyn Brannan                         

 

Chair of Compton Dundon and               
Kingsdon Church of England                       
Primary School Federation                               

Alan Carnall. Tel: 01935 840692 
 

PTFA 
 Chair - Karen Banks 

Treasurer - Jayne Bartin 
Secretary - Katie Campbell  

 
 

All Saints Church 
Priest in Charge  
Revd Alan Symonds  Tel/Fax 01458 272029   (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other  
                                                                             occasional services)                                                                                                
Assistant Priest                                                          Curate 
Revd Wendy Griffith  Tel 01458 224087                  Revd Bruce Faulkner   Tel 01458 270902 
 

Church Wardens  
David Beswick. Tel 01935  840795                            Norma Black Tel 01935  840727 
 

Parochial Church Council  
Secretary Sir Donald Limon Tel 01935 840450         Treasurer Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692 
 

Tower Captain   
Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344 

 

Church Services for  October 
3rd          11am     Benefice Harvest Festival Somerton - Bring and Share Lunch  
10th        11am     Harvest Family Eucharist  
17th        11am     Holy Communion     6pm  Evensong     
24th        9.30am  Holy Communion 
31st         11am     Patronal Family Service 

 
Church Rotas for October  

Brass:  Pamela Ford                                                                                    Flowers:   Liz Biesty & Jenny Gamblin 
 
 

Kingsdon Information 
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Kingsdon Seniors Club 
The Seniors Club meet on the 2nd Wednes-
day of the month at 3pm in the Village Hall.  
For information contact Club Secretary Mari-
lyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. 
Tel 01935 841444                                   
email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club  
The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday 
evenings (apart from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between 
7.30pm and 9.30pm.  If you are interested then please contact 
Shirley or Martin Singleton on 841162 or just come along. 

Kingsdon Cricket Club 

Chairman:  Ian Bir rell, Watersmeet, Huish Episcopi,     
Langport  TA10 9HE  Tel   01458  250246  
Secretary:  Kathy Jamison  ‘Swallows’  43 Kingsdon          
Tel 01935 841049 

Kingsdon Village Hall 
For all information  contact: - Martin Singleton,  Mountsandel 
Lodge, Mow Barton Rd.  Kingsdon.  TA11 7LG    Tel. 01935  
841162  For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, 
Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444                               
Email wallyelliott@hotmail.com 

Bookings for October 
Tai Chi                  Mondays 10.30am to 12 noon (Term time) 
Kingsdon School   Monday 1.45pm to 3.13pm (Term time) 
Short Mat Bowls Club   Mondays 7pm - 9pm  
Short Mat Bowls Club   Tuesdays 10am - 12 noon 
Table Tennis Club          Tuesdays at 7.30pm (not 12th) 
Y. Dist Canine Soc.        Wednesdays at 8pm 
Art Club                          Thursdays 10am-12 (Term time) 
Scottish Dancing             Thursdays 7.45pm – 9.45pm  
Kingsdon School             Friday 1st 10.30am - 12 
Harvest Lunch                 Sunday 3rd 
Private Function              Saturday 9th  
Harvest Supper                Sunday 10th 
Ladies Club                     Tuesday 12th 7.30pm 
Seniors Club                    Wednesday 13th 3pm 
Practical Study Group     Wednesday 20th at 10am 
Concert                            Friday 22nd 7pm 

Kingsdon Ladies Club 
The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of 
the month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  
New members and visitors are always wel-
come. For information contact Club President 
Lynne Davies, Holly House, Frog Lane, 
Kingsdon. TA11 7LL  Tel 01935 840660 or 
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House, 
Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11 7LB  Tel 01935 
840344   

The Kingsdon Chronicle  -  Editor:  Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LWTel 01935 841444,  Mobile 07899 734049,   
email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com       http:www.ukvillages.co.uk/UserNews/39269/The+Kingsdon+Chronicle 


