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Issue No. 21                                                                                                                               30th  April 2009 

 
 

Kingsdon C of E Primary School 
The School Governors have been able to announce that 
Federation with Compton Dundon has been agreed in 
principle by both Governing Bodies (see Community 
Governors report on pages 4 &  12  ) 

Mike Simpson 
It is with much sadness that the death is reported  of 
former Kingsdon resident Mike Simpson on 28th 
March.  The funeral service was held at Taunton Crem-
atorium on Thursday 9th April 

Good Friday Walk 
The annual Good Friday walk in Kingsdon woods was once again very well supported, one could hardly see the 
wood for the people! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our gamekeeper David Hicks on the start line for the annual walk through the woods 
 

The sale of refreshments and the raffle raised the grand sum of £288.88 for St Margaret’s Hospice.  A big thank 
you goes to David and Alison Hicks for opening up the woods for the walk, everyone who generously donated 
Easter Eggs, Hot Cross Buns etc  and the hard working ladies who prepared the refreshments for everyone at the 
end of the walk. 

Queen to get party of century 
Britain is to throw the party of the century in 2012 when the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee coincides with the London 
Olympics.  Buckingham Palace, the Department of Culture and the Mayor of London’s office have agreed that the 
celebrations will start at the end of May 2012, just as the Olympic torch makes its way through Britain before the 
opening of the Games on July 27.  -   Is it time to start saving for Kingsdon’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations?  We 
still have £327 left over from Kingsdon’s Golden Jubilee Celebrations, which cost a lot to put on in 2002! 

David Heath MP  -  To open Kingsdon’s new cricket ground  -  see page 5 for more details 



Make way - Make way for the King of Kings 
Led by our Curate Bruce, the more energetic members of All Saints Church walked the village playing tambou-
rines, drums, whistles and trumpets proclaiming the arrival of Jesus.  It was a very exhilarating experience and we 
had smiles and waves to help us on our way.  We returned to the Church to join the other members of our congre-
gation for the Palm Sunday family Service.  (Norma Black) 

 

The Kingsdon Chronicle  -  Editor  Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somerton TA11 7LW                                              
Tel 01935 841444   -   email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com    -     www.kingsdonchronicle.com                                                          
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Kingsdon Seniors Club 
Donald Limon welcomed the guest speaker, Donald R Clarke to the April meeting.  His subject was the in-
vestment company ‘3i’ founded in 1945.  This was the institution he worked in for  27 years before retiring in 
1991 as Finance Director responsible for all its fund-raising.  
He first explained some technical expressions to do with investment banking and the early history of 3i be-
fore going on to examine the present banking crisis.  Leading up to the mid 80’s, the banks were essentially 
short term institutions, taking deposits from the general public through a widespread branch network, and 
providing short-term facilities by way of overdraft, mainly to individuals and businesses.  With the Bank of 
England as lender of last resort they were able to lend many times the amount of their capital on the reasona-
ble assumption that millions of depositors would not all want their money out at once  -  and if anyone bank 
got into trouble the Bank of England could apply its last resort facilities in protecting depositors.  In return for 
this privilege the banks were subjected to close monitoring by the Bank of England, and the amount they 
could borrow was determined by the Bank of England as part of its control mechanism.   
This all changed in 1997 when the Financial Services Authority - the FSA - was formed to take over banking 
supervision from the Bank of England.  But it didn’t seem to investigate very thoroughly the kind of risks the 
banks were taking on, probably because  it was operating on Treasury instructions to supervise the banks with 
a light rein, but also because its staff didn't have the Bank of England’s in-depth knowledge of the banking 
sector.  He went on to say that it seemed to him particularly unfortunate that the supervisory role of the Bank 
of England was removed in 1997. This was because there had - not long previously - been a major change in 
the banking system, which in his view contained the seeds of the current disastrous situation, culminating in 
events like Sir Fred Goodwin’s enormous pension pot.   
The change had allowed greedy merchant banking practices into sleepy but safe old clearing banks - typified 
by Captain Mainwaring - and the promotion of Fred the Shred to a position from which he could beat the 
bank - and destroy it, leaving thousands of his staff without jobs and himself with a £700,000 a year pension.   
His closing observation about all this, was, that to deprive the Bank of England of responsibility for control-
ling this chaotic new system , as the Chancellor of the Exchequer did in 1997, was like sprinkling petrol on 
the bonfire just before it was lit. 
 

Teas were provided by Peggy Cypryk and Jean Frost. 
 
The next meeting is on 13th May when the guest speaker will be Ian Dibben who will talk about Beekeeping.  
-  mind your legs ladies! 

Kingsdon Ladies Club 
Lynne Davies welcomed 15 members to the  monthly meeting held on 14th April.. 
Birthday posies were given to Lynne Davies, Stella Thompson  and Jean Toole.  A letter was read out from 
Yvonne Barbor thanking  the club for the card and best wishes for a speedy recovery.  Edna Gordon gave a 
reminder  of the floral demonstration at the Octagon on 28th April at 7.30pm. 
 

Sugar Craft was the subject of the guest speaker, Jenny Gardiner who brought along some of her very deli-
cate work.   Members had great fun, having a go at making rose buds.  Freda Curtis gave the vote of thanks. 
 

Refreshments were provided by Joyce Limon and Marilyn St Clair,.  The flutter was won by Ann Baldwin.  
Annual subscriptions of £7.50 were collected and the meeting closed at 9.15pm 
 

The speaker for the May meeting will be Davis Andrews whose topic will be ‘50’s Music Memories’ 
Any new members or guests are welcome - for more details contact Club President Lynne Davies, Holly 
House, Frog Lane, Kingsdon. TA11 7LL  Tel 01935 840660 or Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House, 
Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11 7LB  Tel 01935 840344   

Richard Kersley 
 

I am pleased to be able to announce that Richard is a lot better following 
his serious illness which  hospitalised him.  His recovery has been suffi-
cient enough for him to be discharged on Thursday 23rd April and is 
now under the watchful eye of Angela!  
 

He has however realised that it is time to permanently give up delivering 
papers, something he has been doing in all weathers well past his 80th 
birthday, for which I know a lot of us are most grateful.   
I know I speak for everyone in the village in wishing Richard well for 
the future. 
 

A big thank you also to Angela for carrying on the good work at the vil-
lage stores. 



KINGSDON CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL  - May 2009 
As many will be aware, last year the recommendation of the Local Education Authority was to consult on the future 
of the five primary schools of which Kingsdon was one.  It was not consultation on a specific proposal but sought 
to open the debate more widely about the long-term future of the five village schools.  Following the debate 
Kingsdon C of E Primary School was given until September 2009, in which time it had to ‘Federate’ with another 
primary school.   
Federation is a fairly new concept but there are examples in the local area of various schools that have joined forces 
successfully to strengthen their future survival.  The Governing Body at Kingsdon had already made the decision to 
pursue federating with another school before this consultation process commenced, as it was recognised that small 
schools unless part of a larger federation would always be vulnerable. 
Work has been ongoing over the past months. It is therefore with great pleasure that we can now announce the 
Board of Governors of Compton Dundon C of E Primary School have recently voted to pursue federation with 
Kingsdon C of E Primary School. 
Federation will not impact on the day to day running of the schools in the immediate term.  The most significant 
change will be the creation of a single Board of Governors drawn from the two schools, with various sub commit-
tees doing much of the work and reporting to this Governing Body.  The budgets remain separate and unique to 
each school.  The details will be worked through by working parties from both schools over the coming weeks.  
The goal of the federation is to ensure the survival of two excellent small schools, keeping their individual charac-
ters and ethos. 

 

The Junior class will be running a French Cafe on the 3rd of June, to which everyone in the village is invited.  It will 
be run in one of the classrooms, so will also give you an opportunity to see inside your local school and meet some 
of the pupils.  

  

With the summer fast approaching, the school will return to their allotment and start growing produce.  On that 
note, if anyone already holding an allotment is able to help by cutting the grass paths around the school allotment, 
we would be very grateful.  Pupils and sharp rotor blades aren’t necessarily a recipe for success! 

  

Planning continues for the school fete which will be 1130 – 1330 on Saturday 20th June in Kingsdon village hall.  
The PTFA will be running a raffle, with the first prize of a ‘Trug’ filled with goods to the value of £70.  Raffle tick-
ets will be on sale in advance at the village shop from the middle of May. 

     

Finally we have a ‘Bag to School’ collection on Friday the 15th May.  This is a great opportunity to recycle any 
good quality clothing, bedding, curtains, shoes and soft toys.  Bin liners containing any of the goods listed above 
can be left at the school on the morning of 15th, from where they will be collected and eventually sold on to other 

countries in need of them.  The school PTFA is 
paid a sum per kilogram collected. 

 

Do pop the dates below in your diary.  The 
staff, pupils and governors would be thrilled to 
see you: 

 

3 June  1000 - 1200 French Cafe, light refresh-
ments and croissants at the school 

 

20 June  1130 - 1330  Summer Fete, at the 

village hall 

 
 
 
 

Decorated 
Easter Egg              
competition 

 
 

 
The winning exhibits from the infants and 
juniors 
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An Invitation 
Kingsdon Cricket Club invites everyone to the opening                                            

of the new cricket ground. 
 
On Sunday 10th May Kingsdon Cricket Club will be playing its first fixture on the new Quarry Lane pitch 
at Kingsdon against Witham Friary.  David Heath MP, who plays for Witham Friary has said he will be 
delighted to perform the official opening ceremony at 2.30pm.  The event will be covered by all local news-
papers and radio stations 
 

 As we ended the 2008 season at Kingsdon Manor in style, it is fitting that we start a new season on our 
new alternative ground in a similar fashion.  There will be a BBQ and refreshments available throughout 
the afternoon. 

Fixtures for 2009 
Home fixtures will be played on the new pitch.  Access to the cricket ground is along Quarry 
Lane and not Underwood Road.  There will be signs to the ground on match days. 
 
Would you like to join our small band of Vice-Presidents?  We will need financial and spectator support, if 
we are to keep up our standards in our new Venue.  Please contact Wally Elliott or Donald Limon (01935 
840450), if you would like to join in this capacity. 
 
If you are young enough, then why not join as a player, Kingsdon Cricket Club only play friendly matches.   
For more information contact Club Chairman, Ian Birrell (01458 250246). 
 

Everyone is welcome at our home matches . 
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Message from our pub landlord 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On com- pleting his 
first year as manager 
of the Kingsdon Inn, Algy would like to thank all 
his customers in Kingsdon for their support over 
the last 12 months, and hopes he will be able to 
continue to provide a warm welcome in the fu-
ture. 
 

  Staff Wanted at The Kingsdon Inn  
Bar and  Waiting Staff also Washer-up required for Lunchtimes, Evenings and Weekends 

Phone Algy on 
01935 840543 for more details  

Compost 
Buy local  -  Save your fuel 

Free local delivery 
40 litre  Organic Multi-Purpose 

(not suitable for seed) 
£2.50 each or 3 for only £6 

Grow Bags 
£1.25 each or 5 for £5 

10 litre Multi-Purpose 
(suitable for seed) 

£1 each  
40 litre Multi Purpose  

(suitable for seed) 
£3 each 

40 litre Ericaceous 
£3.50 each 

40 litre Sedge Peat 
£1.50 each 

70 litre ornamental bark 
£4.50 

Also a selection of gardening sundries, std size seed 
trays  3 for only £1. Plastic containers, Feeds, Canes etc 
etc. Why struggle with heavy bags, let Paul take the 
strain. Contact Paul Attwell  Tel 07906 018082  Orders 
also taken by Angela at Kingsdon Stores 

LCL Ground Works Ltd 
All types of Ground Work and Garden Work 
Undertaken.  Landscaping, Grass Cutting, Footings, 
Pipe laying, anything considered Call to arrange a 

free quotation  -  Les 07879 048066 or 01458 241382  
Email: paulinlampert@btinternet.com 

steve.boulter@hotmail.co.uk 

'Race for Life. 

 
 

Walk, Jog, or Run in aid of cancer research. 
 
 

Race for Life is an independent charity dedicated 
to cancer research.  Now in its 16th year, it’s the 
UK's largest women-only fundraising event, and 
the sponsorship money that is raised helps fund 
life-saving work into many types of cancer. Can-
cer research relies on the help of volunteers and 
the generosity of sponsors, local businesses and 
corporate partners to make their events a success. 
A great way to support Race for Life is by spon-
soring. To date 4 million women have raised over 
£240 million for Cancer Research. On Sunday 
June 28th of this year, myself, Victoria and 
Philippa are taking part in the Race for Life and 
although this is for personal reasons, I also feel 
very strongly about trying to help with fund-
ing towards future research into cancer. This is 
my way of contributing. If anyone would like to 
sponsor the girls and me for this worthy cause we 
would be very grateful. I have set up a web site :              
(http://www.raceforlifesponsorme.org/
sallyclapperton1) where sponsorship money can 
be promised or alternatively promises can be 
made in person.     

With our many thanks  
 Sally Clapperton.                                            

 

 

http://www.raceforlifesponsorme.org/sallyclapperton1
http://www.raceforlifesponsorme.org/sallyclapperton1


Place Venue Date Time 

Wincanton Community Office May 8th 3-3.45pm 

Frome The Library May 8th 5-6.30pm 

Martock Parish Hall May 23rd 10-10.45am 

Langport Ridgeway Hall May 23rd 11.15am-12 noon 

Somerton The Globe May 30th 10-10.45am 

Castle Cary The George May 30th 11.15am-12 noon 
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ROOK SHOOTING 
by Peter Crowter 

 
A Jekyll and Hyde of the bird world 
Is that sociable bird called the rook. 

Sometimes he’s a friend to the farmer 
And then other times he’s a crook. 

 
It’s great when he’s eating the wire-worms 

And on fat leather jackets he feeds 
But also he flattens the barley 

And commits other dastardly deeds. 
 

In woodland and copses near Kingsdon 
The rooks in large groups built their nests. 

The farmers view them with mixed feelings 
But on balance they see them as pests. 

 
In May the young rooks become restless 

They’re longing to learn how to fly. 
They just have to pluck up the courage 

To take off and give it a try. 
 

The gamekeeper contacts the farmers 
To tell them they must not delay, 

‘If we don’t go shooting this week, lads 
The young rooks will all fly away’. 

 
The rooks are no threat to the game birds, 

So why is the gamekeeper there? 
Men out with guns are his business 

He wants to make sure they play fair. 
 

The rookeries are all surrounded 
With stealth and considerable care. 
The old birds have wisely departed 

But the young birds will still all be there. 
 

When the guns are all ready and waiting 
The shouts and tree-beating may start. 

The young rooks awake from their dozing 
And immediately start to depart. 

 
A strong one or two beat the gunfire 
But most tumble down from the sky. 

They won’t make a mess of the cornfields 
But they will make a tasty rook pie. 

Units of Alcohol 

How often when asked how many units do you drink the reply has 
been I don't drink units. Well here is some guidance on the ques-
tion. 

How many units of Alcohol are in your drink? 
Example 1:   

A pint of beer (568ml) at 4% ABV 

 

(568 x 4) divided by 1000  =  2.3 units 
      Example 2:  

A bottle of wine 75cl at 13% ABV 

 

75 x 0.13  =  9.75 units 

An Invitation to an Open Day at Wincanton    
Police Station 

 
 

We are holding an open day at Wincanton on 3 May 2009, starting 
at 11am and finishing at 5pm 

 

This is to promote the co-location of Wincanton police station 
with the council at Churchfields.  
 

We are having lots of different partnerships attend, for example 
police horses, dogs, CSI and others, ambulance, fire brigade, Or-
chard FM, Western Gazette, town councils, community speed 
watch, neighbourhood watch, air ambulance, Connexions, Youth 
Opportunity Group, dog warden, Street Scene and lots more. 
There will be fun activities as well such as photos, fingerprinting, 
badge making, hook a boat stalls, find the key, and many more.  
 

We are also holding a raffle with prizes donated from local busi-
nesses, and all money raised is going to the Air Ambulance.  
 

Food and drinks will also be available, and the chance for people 
to see the new cell.  
 
(Fiona Wilson  PCSO) 

Message for the mother of Ed 
  

On March 25th a post card was sent from Krakow signed “Ed”, 
wishing someone  a ‘Happy Mothers Day’.  Unfortunately the 
sender forgot to put the name and address on the card for whom it 
was intended other than ’Kingsdon, Nr Somerton, Somerset, Eng-
land’   In the message was also a reference to a ‘Phil’. 
If you think this card was intended for you, it can be collected 
from Kingsdon Stores. 

David Heath's surgeries for May 
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The Humour Page 

 Alligator Shoes 
A young blonde was on vacation in the depths of 
Louisiana. She wanted a pair of genuine alligator 
shoes in the worst way, but was very reluctant to 
pay the high prices the local vendors were asking. 
 

After becoming very frustrated with the "no haggle" 
attitude of one of the shopkeepers, the blonde shout-
ed, "Maybe I'll just go out and catch my own alliga-
tor so I can get a pair of shoes at a reasonable 
price!" 
 

The shopkeeper said, "By all means, be my guest. 
Maybe you'll luck out and catch yourself a big one!" 
 

Determined, the blonde turned and headed for the 
swamps, set on catching herself an alligator. Later 
in the day, the shopkeeper is driving home, when he 
spots the young woman standing waist deep in the 
water, shotgun in hand. Just then, he sees a huge 9 
foot alligator swimming quickly toward her. 
 

She takes aim, kills the creature and with a great 
deal of effort hauls it on to the swamp bank. Lying 
nearby were several more of the dead creatures. The 
shopkeeper watches in amazement. 
 

Just then the blonde flips the alligator on its back, 
and frustrated, shouts out, "Dang it, this one isn't 
wearing any shoes either!" 

Sitting behind some nuns (whose habits partially 
blocked their view) at a rugby game, three men de-
cided to badger the nuns in an effort to get them to 
move. 
 

In a very loud voice, the first guy said, "I think I'm 
going to move to Norfolk,  there are only 100 nuns 
living there." 
 

The second guy spoke up and said, "I want to go to 
Kent , there are only 50 nuns living there." 
 

The third guy said, "I want to go to Essex , there are 
only 25 nuns living there." 
 

One of the nuns turned around, looked at the men, 
and in a very sweet, calm voice said, "Why don't 
you go to hell? There aren't any nuns there!" 

Once upon a time there was a famous sea captain. 
This captain was very successful at what he did; for 
years he guided merchant ships all over the world. 
Never did stormy seas or pirates get the best of him. 
He was admired by his crew and fellow captains. 
However, there was one thing different about this 
captain. Every morning he went through a strange 
ritual. He would lock himself in his quarters and 
open a small safe. In the safe was an envelope with 
a piece of paper inside. He would stare at the paper 
for a minute, and then lock it back up. Afterwards, 
he would go about his daily duties. For years this 
went on, and his crew became very curious. Was it a 
treasure map? Was it a letter from a long lost love? 
Everyone speculated about the contents of the 
strange envelope.  
 

One day the captain died at sea. After laying the 
captain's body to rest, the first mate led the entire 

crew into the captain’s quarters. He opened the safe, 
got the envelope, and opened it and... The first mate 
turned pale and showed the paper to the others. Four 
words were on the paper; two lines with two words 
each:  
 
Port Left  
 

Starboard Right 

An elderly couple is getting ready for bed. She says 
Oh I am just so hungry for ice cream and there isn't 
any in the house." He says, “I’ll go get some." She 
says, "Vanilla with chocolate sauce, with whipped 
cream on top and a cherry." She adds, "Please write 
it down, I know you'll forget." He says, “I won't 
forget; Vanilla with chocolate sauce, whipped 
cream, and a cherry." 
 
Away he goes. Hours later he comes back and hands 
her a paper bag. "In it is a "HAM SANDWICH". 
She says,” I told you to write it down! You forgot 
the mustard." 

"Don't you wish there was a knob on the TV to turn up the intelligence? There's one marked 'Brightness,' 
but it doesn't work." 



Connie’s Birthday at Ham Hill 
 

A wonderful Turkey Roast Lunch and a gathering of Connie’s family and friends 
was held on Easter Saturday at Ham Hill pub to celebrate her 80th birthday. 

 

At Connie’s insistence, all were route marched to the monument to work up an appe-
tite.  Connie was encouraged to have a go at Craig’s power kite, nearly whipping her 
over the edge! 

 

The weather, the view and standing stones were perfect for strolling,  family gossip-
ing and lots of laughter.  Connie even managed a kiss from a stranger, who was ad-
miring her balloon tied to her wrist (in case it blew away) with ‘80’ on it. 

 

A delicious meal was enjoyed by all 35 party goers.  The table, decorated with but-
terflies and balloons was arranged by Ron and Liz Oram.   
The cake, complete with nesting bird and eggs, was iced with H.R.H.  Many will 

remember how Connie has imper-
sonated the Queen and Queen 
Mum  many times on village occa-
sions with great success.  The 
cake, made by the lovely Freda, 
slipped down well with a cuppa. 

                              
A special gift from all that were there, was a weekend 
trip to the Royal Albert Hall to see the ‘King and I’ in 
June.  Connie was really delighted with this and many 
other gifts. 

 

After a champagne toast, all enjoyed the balloons drifting 
off into the sky (all biodegradable). 

 

“Many thanks to all who made my party special and 
something to be remembered for years  to come”    

Connie 
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Kingsdon Parish Councillors and their specific topics 
 

Tony Masters:   Chairman  -  Jacaranda, Lotment Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LG    Tel 01935 840801 
Email: masters@jacaranda99.fsnet.co.uk  
 

Mel Clode:  Environmental matter s  -  3 Underwood Rd, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ  Tel 01935 840293 
Email:  melclode273@btinternet.com 
 

Alison Hicks:  Trees  -  Keepers Cottage, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon TA11 7LL  Tel 01935 840335 
Email: aehicks@somerset.gov.uk 
 

Richard Hollaway: Village facilities  -  Kingsdon Court, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LB 
Tel 01935 840628    Email: richard.hollaway88@tiscali.co.uk 
 

Patrick Leahy:  Highways  -  The Tithe Barn, Middle Street, Kingsdon, TA11 7LE 
Tel 01935 840502   Email: patrickjohnleahy@hotmail.com 
 

Dave Morris:  Footpaths  -  30 Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ    Tel  -  withheld.   
 

Mike Overd:  School Governor   -  Chalice Barn, Frog Lane, Kingsdon, TA11 7LL 
Tel 01935 840172  Email: michael.overd@btopenworld.com 

 

John Calvert  Distr ict Councillor  (Northstone Ward) Peacock Cottage, High St. Queen Camel. BA22 7NQ  
Tel 01935 850458  Email: john.calvert@southsomerset.gov.uk 

 

Pauline Clarke  County Councillor  (Somer ton Division)  55 Pinewood, Somerton TA11 6JR  
Tel 01458 272769  email:  pclarke-cc@somerset.gov.uk 

Notes from Planning Meeting on 2nd April 
 

Present: Cllrs. Tony Masters (Chair), Alison Hicks, Pat Leahy, Mel Clode, Richard Hollaway, Mike 
Overd,  Dave Morris.  County Cllr Pauline Clarke,  Council Clerk Jenny Gamblin and 8 parishioners. 
 

Minutes of the last full planning meeting were read and agreed 
Matters arising:  Broken bollard outside the school.  Pat Leahy said he had tried to make contact with the depart-
ment responsible but was only able to speak to the same person as the general public.  Pauline Clarke advised that 
if she was informed of such problems,  she would be able to deal with them. 
 

Planning 
 

Application No 09/01028/FUL 
Proposal: Conversion of part of former rectory to form extension to dwellinghouse. 
Location: The Old Coach House, Western Farm, Top Street, Kingsdon. 
Following representation by the applicants agent Miss Joanna Fryer of The Town & Country Planning Practice 
the application was unanimously approved after discussion 
 

Application No. 09/01178/FUL 
Proposal: The erection of extension to garage to provide home office. 
Location: Old Rectory Cottage, Top Street, Kingsdon 
This was approved by a majority vote after discussion 
 

Application No. 09/01218/FUL 
Proposal: The conversion of attic space into bedroom, construction of a pitched dormer window to the rear and 
installation of roof lights 
Location; Farthings, Chapel Hill, Kingsdon 
This was unanimously approved after discussion 
 

A.O.B. 
Mel Clode had attended a Highways open meeting  -  Road Safety, Signs and Road markings were their priority. 
There was concern expressed by Cllrs regarding the number of signs being installed at Red Post and elsewhere. 
Pauline Clarke to look into the new signs.  The B3151 was also discussed. 
Alison Hicks spoke on plans to promote tree planting and her wish for a wild flower area 
 

Notes from the Annual Parish Meeting held on 9th April 
 

Present: Cllrs Tony Masters (Chair) Mel Clode, Pat Leahy, Mike Overd , Richard Hollaway, Par ish Coun-
cil Clerk Jenny Gamblin and 4 parishioners. 
Apologies: Alison Hicks. 
The minutes of the last Parish Meeting were read and agreed.  
Annual Reports from the Council Chairman, Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator, Village Hall Committee 
Secretary and Kingsdon Primary School Community Governor were  read - 
 
. 
 



Kingsdon Parish Council  - Chairman's Report   
 

Alison Hicks and Mike Overd have been co-opted onto the council replacing A. Balhetchet and B. Turner who re-
signed due to other commitments during this council year. 

 

Precept has been set at £2,500 an increase of £200 for the year primarily for increased maintenance of the recrea-
tion field.  The major spends are:- Auditors fees, Insurance, Maintenance of the recreation field, Clerks fees etc.  
The rent of the recreation field and allotments is £330, offset by the continued kind donation by a parishioner to-
gether with £203 allotment rents. 

 

The Council holds £2,000 from the Manor School Boys Fund on its dissolution to be used for the benefit of village 
youngsters. 

 

A printer for the Kingsdon Chronicle has been procured with a County Council grant. 

 

A limited number of Kingsdon Design Statements have been procured at £8.50 each and are available to all parish-
ioners at a deposit of £10. 

 

28 planning applications including re-applications have been reviewed during the year.  The majority with the ex-
ception of the following were of a minor nature.   Langlands farmhouse, Park Farm development including 2 barn 
conversion and 5 houses.  Development at Glenda Spooner farm which was publicised at a 2 day presentation in the 
village hall attended by 98 parishioners. (Still not resolved).  Alterations relating to Springfield House.  Old Recto-
ry Cottage. 

 

Extensive campaigns were waged to save the primary School and the local Post Office.  The latter was unsuccess-
ful, although it was supported by our MP, County Councillor Pauline Clarke and District Councillor John Calvert.  
The Cricket Club has been supported in their quest to retain use of the cricket field which belongs to the Manor 
School which is now closed. 

 

A Defibrillator installation project managed by Wally Elliott and his team has been successfully installed. 

 

Rubbish deposited in Mill Lane has been removed and parishioners are asked to keep an eye open for offenders and 
notify the council accordingly.  

 

Vegetation has been removed from the north and west sides of the recreation field. 

 

Street signs have finally been erected and most people do not find them intrusive to the rural scene. 

 

Attempts to improve the bus service have been unsuccessful. 

 

The Kingsdon Chronicle, primarily introduced to keep parishioners informed of council matters, has been well edit-
ed by Wally and Marilyn Elliott and is much appreciated by all parishioners. 

 

A.R. Masters (Chairman of Kingsdon PC) 
 
Kingsdon Village Hall Management Committee - Secretary’s Report 
 

The Management Committee met twice over the past year, with the AGM on the 19th June, to ensure the smooth 
running of the village hall on behalf of Kingsdon Parish Council. Their strength remains at eight. 

  
The hall continues to be used regularly by the following organisations:- Charltons Short Mat Bowls Club, Table 
Tennis Club, Kingsdon Ladies Club, Kingsdon Seniors Club, the Art Club, Yeovil District Canine Society, the 
Practical Study Group, Tai Chi classes, the Parish Council, Kingsdon C of E Primary School, the Royal Scottish 
Country Dance Society and The National Trust. It has been hired out on 355 occasions, which is an increase of 14 
on last year. 
 

Maintenance work on the hall during the year has been minimal. The grass areas around the hall have grown well 
and in most people’s opinion enhance the view of the hall. A White Rowan tree was kindly donated by Nigel Stone 
of Stoneleigh Farmhouse in memory of his wife. Martin designed and made a wooden rack to hold the village pho-
tographs. Winslow Bassham again kindly carried out his annual inspection of the electrical equipment on the 21st 
August free of charge. He also replaced the rear emergency exit external light, the battery to the internal light and 
the sensor to the front entrance which was defective. The ‘Fire Assessment’ folder is kept in the kitchen’ 
 

The hall continues to be zero rated for Council Tax. Bristol Fire carried out their annual service on the 23rd Febru-
ary. Two of the extinguishers required servicing and the kitchen fire blanket needed replacing. This was carried out 
on the 24th March. The hall remains licensed for music by the Performing Rights Society. 
 

Take Art  One event took place in January raising £183.25 for village hall funds. 
Our thanks go to Belinda Moger for cleaning the hall over the past year, on occasions assisted by her mother. 
THE AGM WILL BE HELD ON THE 28TH MAY AT 7.30PM       Martin Singleton 
 
 

Page 11 



Kingsdon Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator’s Report 
 
Nothing has been brought to my notice during the past year apart from a burglary during the afternoon of the 9th 
January 2009 at a house in Top Street. The response from the police and supporting services was good and as a 
result a man was charged with the offence.   

 

On the 12th January the structure of Policing in South Somerset changed in an attempt to get a greater partner-
ship working in the community. The most significant change is that concerning boundaries. Inspector Andy 
Pritchard is responsible for the Neighbourhood Policing in South Somerset with a dedicated Sergeant for each 
of the S.S. District Areas.  As a result Kingsdon is now covered from Wincanton (Area East), not Somerton. 
Sergeant Edward Hawkins, PC Dave Pepper and PCSO Fiona Wilson cover Northstone, which includes 
Kingsdon.  I am sure we would like to wish the best of luck to all three of them.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 

I have replaced the original N.W. signs with new ones as the old ones were very faded and hardly noticeable, 
indicating perhaps a stale scheme. I also continue to give new residents to Kingsdon details of the scheme.                                                                                                                                          
 

In 2008 Crime Stoppers marked 20 years of helping to fight against crime with a re-launch website.              
http://www.crimestoppers-uk.org/in-your-area/south-west/west-country                                                     

 

West Country Crimestoppers in the 12 months up to May 2008 received more than 2000 useful calls, resulting 
in 101 arrests and charges, as well as recovered drugs with a street value of over £450,000 and nearly £47,000 
worth of stolen goods. 0800 555 111 is the number to call.                                                          

 

There has been a drop in Vehicle Crime, Violent Crime and Robberies in Somerset East but a slight rise in 
criminal damage. Distraction burglaries still give cause for concern. We can all assist to combat this crime by 
constantly reminding elderly or vulnerable members of our community to insist on seeing and verifying the 
identification of any unsolicited callers, (especially those claiming to be from utilities) and refusing to allow 
entry to anyone they are unsure about. With the high cost of heating oil residents should review the security on 
their oil tanks. The usual advice applies again about leaving doors and windows unlocked during the summer 
months, post coding your property, securing garden shed and not hanging keys where they can be hooked 
through a letter box.                                                                                                             

 

Avon & Somerset Constabulary have continued to send information to Neighbourhood Watch contacts and this 
has been displayed when appropriate in the Village Store and/or circulated to residents. The Kingsdon Chroni-
cle has also been an added benefit in circulating relevant information, especially about SCAMS, for which we 
thank Wally Elliott.     Martin Singleton Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 
 

Kingsdon Church of England Primary School  -  Community Governors Report 

 
 

This year the school was the subject of a public consultation under the auspices of the Small School Strategy 
(pupils less than 50).  Support from the community was outstanding, especially at the public consultation meet-
ing and in written responses to Somerset County Council.  The school emerged from the process with much 
credit as regards standards, high take-up from local families and good community support.  Nonetheless, Coun-
ty mandated that the school must achieve federation with another local school for them to consider it to be via-
ble in the medium to long term.  This week we have been able to announce that Federation with Compton Dun-
don has been agreed in principle by both Governing Bodies.  This is a major step forward.  Credit is due to 
those Governors and staff who have worked hard to get this far. Compton Dundon is considered a good match 
because it is also Voluntary Controlled C of E school of a similar size and with a similar ethos.  Working par-
ties from both schools will work out the details in the next few weeks.  We believe that this will assure the con-
tinued viability of the school in the eyes of the County.  We continue to collaborate and work closely with Long 
Sutton and Charlton Mackrell. 

 

We are trying to publicise the work of the school through articles in the Chronicle and events that the whole 
village can take part in.  Community cohesion as it is known is a key parameter that the County are interested 
in. 

 

The school roll now stands at 31.  Leaver and started numbers are still uncertain but are likely to balance out. 

 

Standards remain high.  The school is due to undergo a SIAS inspection in the near future. 

 

There are no significant problems with the facilities or the fabric of the building. 

 

The school offered hot meals three days a week which were prepared at Charlton Mackrell then transported and 
served by parent volunteers at Kingsdon.  This service has just come to an end because of cost issues at the 
Charltons.            Mike Overd 
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A.O.B.  There was a discussion on the state of the play area and the process for  its inspection, which is done 
twice a year.  There was concern expressed over the gaps around the safety matting.  The maintenance of the recrea-
tion field was discussed.  It was suggested that a contract should be given for the maintenance of those areas not under 
the grass cutting contract. 

The next Parish Council Meeting is on Thursday  14th May at 7pm                   
in the village hall 

 

New Parish Council Clerk for Kingsdon 
 

Taking over from Jenny Gamblin as clerk to Kingsdon Parish Council is Sally Smith who lives with her husband Jim 
at Cattistock House, Top Street, Kingsdon. 
Sally who works from home is a senior partner of boutique PR Agency Tradewinds 
Corporate Communications.  Companies and organisations that have turned to 
Tradewinds to lift their business include: McDonalds, Pittards, Mendip Housing and 
North Somerset Council to name but a few. 
 

She has had an interesting and varied career. Sally has outstanding experience as a jour-
nalist, she has worked in fashion and beauty for Harpers Queen Magazine (now Harpers 
Bazaar); was a sub-editor on Woman; Business Editor on the Daily Echo; worked as a 
news journalist on the Daily Mail; Sunday Express; the Daily Telegraph and as a sub 
editor for BBC news in the UK; and worked as a news journalist for the Daily Press and 
ABC TV news in Australia. She has had books published by Rigby Books and Michael 
Joseph; was Small  Business Writer of the Year; has been awarded a Winston Churchill 
Fellowship.  
 

Sally was British Women's Freefall Skydiving Champion for a while, a member of the 
British Parachuting Team at world championships; started up the world's first all girl 
parachute display team; called the Embassy Skydivers; and used to give displays at all 
the big airshows etc.  Later on after having kids, she took up hot air ballooning, was a member of the Australian Na-
tional Ballooning Team, came second woman at the World Hot Air Ballooning Championships at Battle Creek in 
America.   She met Jim parachuting, his first site of her was herself hurtling uncontrolled through the sky at 125 mph 
and nearly taking him out - “I am sure it was love at first sight despite my big helmet and goggles!!!!” quotes Sally.                                                                                                                
She has had numerous voluntary roles from helping run a Brownie pack to secretary for 
sports clubs to treasurer for a boys' soccer club. 

 

On Monday 27th May it was announced that Sally had been selected as the Jury 
Team’s Prospective European Parliamentary candidate for the South West.   

 

Sally takes over from Jenny Gamblin who has decided to retire from the Clerks respon-
sibilities to spend more time with her sheep.  Jenny has been our clerk since 1995.     All 
the members of the Parish Council, and indeed, all your friends in Kingsdon thank you 
for all your cheerful work dear lady. 
 
 

 

HELP 
Your help is needed on the village field 

PLEASE. 
There are parts of the village field that require tidying up 
so that Wally can get the mower in.  It has been decided  
to hold work parties on Saturday 2nd May and Saturday 
9th May to attack those areas that are becoming over-
grown and are scattered with stones.  If you can help, 
please come along with whatever  suitable tools you 
have (rakes, spades, strimmers, picks and wheel barrows 
etc) on either or both days from 9.30am  

Refuse Collection 
Due to the Spring Bank Holiday, the collection due on the 
26th May will be collected on Wednesday 27th May. 



 

 
 

Events at Lytes Cary Manor in May 
 

Dawn Chorus Walk 
2nd May  6am -  9am 

2hr walk followed by Breakfast 
Celebrate National Dawn Chorus Day and let your senses be awakened.                                                                 Guid-

ed walk rounded off with a cooked breakfast.  
 

Assistance dogs only are welcome.  -  Accompanied over 12’s welcome  -  All tickets £15 
Booking essential: Catherine Taylor, 01458 224471, catherine.taylor@nationaltrust.org.uk  

 

Plant Fair 
10th May 11am - 4pm 

Sale of plants and garden accessories from specialist local nurseries and  
National Trust gardens, including Lytes Cary Manor. 

 Entrance to Plant Fair is free (Normal admission prices apply to the Manor and Gardens.) 
 

Sow and Grow 
23rd May - 27th May  11am - 4pm 

Hands on fun activities, encouraging children to grow their own fruits and vegetables. 
Planting workshop runs 11.30am and 2.30pm. Other activities run throughout the day.   

 Admission Charges Apply    Booking Not Needed   
 Assistance Dogs only are welcome,   accompanied children welcome   
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Kingsdon Design & Interiors by Kathie Jamison 
 

Kathie offers a personal Interior Design service using the latest ‘Visual Display Studio’ computer software.  This ena-
bles you to have a fantastic visual insight of your chosen room design and window dressing on a computer screen in 
your own home.  Special functions allow you to change colours and fabrics to get the perfect look you desire for your 
room. 
Her range of services also includes; machine and hand-made curtains, roman blinds, upholstery and custom hand-
made curtain tassels, all completed to a high standard of finish. 
Kathie advises on styling for your home and provides beautiful fabric samples which you can select from.  Her fabric 
comes direct from many well known designers including, James Hare, GP & J Baker, Threads, Mulberry and Lin-
wood.  A beautiful range of curtain trimmings are also available, sourced from ‘The Silk Gallery’ collection and 
‘Trynorth’; both high quality suppliers based in London.  Bespoke curtain trimmings can be supplied to match any 
colour to your satisfaction. 
Kathie has formed ‘Kingsdon Design & Interiors’ to bring beautiful fabrics and a personal and professional design 

service into your home.  With her stylish fabrics, eye for design and meticulous attention to detail, look no further for 

all of your interior design requirements.   Tel 01935 841049  email kathiejamison@btinternet.com   

Kingsdon Village Hall 
The Annual General Meeting of the Kingsdon Village Hall Management Committee  

will be held on Thursday 28th May at 7.30pm in the Village Hall  -  Everyone is welcome 
 

AGENDA 
 

                                            1.    Introduction by the Chairman 
                                            2.   Minutes of AGM held on 19th June 2008 
                                            3.    Matters arising. 
                                            4.    The Secretary’s Review 
                                            5.    The Treasurer’s Report / Independent Examiner 
                                            6.    Chairman’s Assessment 
                                            7.    Question time. 
                                            8.    Election of Officers 
 



All Saints Church 
Priest in Charge  
Revd Alan Symonds  Tel/Fax 01458 272029   (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other  
                                                                             occasional services)                                                                                                
Assistant Priest                                                          Curate 
Revd Wendy Griffith  Tel 01458 224087                  Revd Bruce Faulkner 
 

Church Wardens  
David Beswick. Tel 01935  840795                            Norma Black Tel 01935  840727 
 

Parochial Church Council  
Secretary Sir Donald Limon Tel 01935 840450         Treasurer Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692 
 

Tower Captain   
Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344 

 

Church Services for May 
3rd      11am      Family Service    
10th    11am      Eucharist           
17th    11am      Eucharist      6pm Evensong 
24th    9.30am   Eucharist        
31st     11am      Matins   

Church Rotas for May 
    Brass:  Leonie Black                                                                           Flowers:  Lynne Davies & Bel Allen 
 
 
 

Kingsdon Information 
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Kingsdon Cricket Club 
Chairman:  Ian Bir rell, Watersmeet, Huish 
Episcopi, Langport Tel   01458  250246 
Secretary:  Kathy Jamison    ‘Swallows’             
43 Kingsdon Tel 01935 841049 
 

Kingsdon Seniors Club 
The Seniors Club meet on the 2nd Wednes-
day of the month at 3pm in the Village Hall.  
For information contact Club Secretary Mari-
lyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. 
Tel 01935 841444                                       
email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

Kingsdon C of E Primary School 
  Kingsdon,  Somerset, TA11 7JX                                                    

Tel: 01935 840406     Fax: 01935 841765  
    Email: office@kingsdon.somerset.sch.uk 

 
Headteacher:  Mrs Christine Dawson               

Secretary: Mrs Carolyn Brannan                        
For a prospectus or to arrange a visit please     

telephone or use the e-mail link above. 
 

Chair of Governors:  Alan Carnall                       
Tel: 01935 840692 

 
PTFA 

Jane Overd - Chair  Tel: 01935 940172 
Katie Campbell - Vice Chair 

Jane Bartin - Treasurer 
Clare Ridewood - Secretary  

 
 
 

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club  
The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday 
evenings (apart from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between 
7.30pm and 9.30pm.  If you are interested then please contact 
Shirley or Martin Singleton on 841162 or just come along. 

Kingsdon Ladies Club 
The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 
7.30pm in the Village Hall.  New members and visitors are 
always welcome. For information contact Club President 
Lynne Davies, Holly House, Frog Lane, Kingsdon. TA11 
7LL  Tel 01935 840660 or Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill 
House, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11 7LB  Tel 01935 840344   

Kingsdon Village Hall 
For all information and bookings contact:-  
Martin Singleton,  Mountsandel Lodge, Mow Barton Rd.  
Kingsdon.  TA11 7LG    Tel. 01935  841162 

Bookings for May 
Tai Chi                              Mondays at 9.45am  (Term time) 
Kingsdon School              Mondays at 1.15pm - 3-15pm  
(term time) 
Short Mat Bowls Club     Mondays  7pm - 9pm  
Short Mat Bowls  Club    Tuesdays 10am - 12 noon 
Table Tennis Club           Tuesdays  at 7.30pm (not 12th)     
Yeovil District Canine Society   Wednesdays at 8pm 
Art Club                            Thursdays at 10am (Term time) 
Scottish Dancing               Saturday 9th 2.30pm - 3.30pm 
Kingsdon Ladies Club      Tuesday 12th at 7.30pm 
Kingsdon Seniors Club     Wednesday 13th at 3pm 
Parish Council Meeting    Thursday 14th  7pm 
Scottish Dancing                Saturday 16th 2.30pm - 3.30pm 
Practical Study Group       Wednesday 20th 10am - 3pm 
Kingsdon Village Hall AGM  Thursday 28th 7.30pm 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From Monday 18th May 2009 
(including the weekend - except Sunday lunchtime) 

 

Lunch-time Menu 
 

Rich Fish Soup 
£4.20 

 

Mussels served in White Wine, Cream and Garlic 
£5.50 

 

Fish Cakes with Chilli Mayonnaise 
£5.75 

 

Fish Pie 
Medley of fish topped with creamed potato 

£8.50 
 

Cod in Batter 
£8.95 

 

Dressed Crab Salad 
£10.50 

 

Evening Menu 
 

Rich Fish Soup 
£4.20 

 

Mussels served in White Wine, Cream and Garlic 
£5.50 

 

Fish Cakes with Chilli Mayonnaise 
£5.75 

 

Grilled Whole Sea Bass 
£12.50 

 

Seared Monk Fish Tail on an Orange and Pernod Sauce 
£13.50 

 

Poached Plaice Fillets in a Tomato Herb & Garlic Sauce 
£12.75 

 

Dressed Crab Salad 
£10.50 

 

Normal Lunch-time and Evening Menus available 
 
 
 
 
 


