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Celebrating our 

Kingsdon  at  Christmas 
An invitation to an evening of            

 

Christmas Songs and Carols  

around the Christmas Tree 
  

in Kingsdon Village Hall  Saturday 8th December at 6.30pm 
 

Mulled wine & soft drinks with  mince pies & sausage rolls will be served  after the singing                        
 

A small charge will be made to cover costs  
and any profit will be for the Friends of  Yeovil Hospital  

 
Please bring your Carols & Song booklets with you, if you still have them from last year, 

 and water for vocal lubrication when singing! 

 Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm Thursday 10th December in the Village Hall - All are welcome 

A Parish Council Surgery will be held at the Community Shop on Saturday 19th December 10am to 11am 

Kingsdon Christmas Draw 
 

The Draw will be held at The Kingsdon Inn at about 8.30pm on Sunday 20th December after the Carol Service 
 

If you haven’t got any tickets you can’t win any of the many prizes which includes £150 Hamper 1st Prize 
 

Extra Tickets available at Kingsdon Shop or Kingsdon Inn on the Christmas Draw Boards 



One Hundred Chronicles 
 

Attending a Kingsdon Parish Council meeting on 13th September 2007, little did I know what I was letting myself in for 
when the Chairman, Tony Masters posed the question,  “How could the council get information across to residents?”    
I opened my big mouth, volunteering to produce a village newsletter, this being said without any thought to the logistics of 
such an idea. 
 

With a steam driven computer and a small desk top printer I set about producing the first issue of The Kingsdon Chronicle.  I 
am not sure why I chose to call it the Chronicle, or in what font I would use to print, or what would be the content, apart from  
reports of the Parish Council meetings, it just evolved. 
 

Printing was anything but fun.   Straight away I realised it would have to be two sided printing, easy I thought, print one side 
then turn them over and load back into the printer.  The paper and my printer didn’t like this and continually I was faced with 
paper blockages.  The only solution was to load the one sided printed paper individually, one page at a time to print the re-
verse.  For the first issue of 4 pages this was not too laborious, but soon I was producing 20 + page issues that took many 
hours, normally through the night.  In the first couple of years I had to replace my printer three times.  Hearing of my dilem-
ma, Pauline Clarke, our County Councillor at that time, came to my rescue and funded a commercial printer that automatical-
ly printed both sides.  (Duplex printing)  
 

We decided very quickly that each copy was to be free and that we would deliver it by hand to every household in the parish. 
I still had a reserve in the Jubilee Fund which I used to get things going and then the cost was met by some very generous 
donations.   
 

Thanks to Gillian Carnall for organising the 100+ Club which has been well supported and covers all the production costs, 
the future of the Chronicle is secure for the time being. 
 

One aspect I am particularly proud of, since the first Chronicle was produced, we have not missed a single month, holidays 
and even having my triple by-pass operation haven’t stop the production.   
 

So here we are 100 issues later.   
 

The 100+ Club will be holding it’s Christmas Draw on 20th December at the Inn before the Christmas Draw, in time 
for the lucky winner to receive the £50 first prize for Christmas. 
 

If you are not a member or have not renewed then you can’t win.  Please remember by being a member of the 100+ 
club you are supporting the Chronicle and means I do not have to worry about paying the printing bills. 
 

Thank you  Wally 

World Horse Welfare Glenda Spooner Farm 
 

We would like to say a huge thank you to our fantastic group of volunteers for making our second hand tack and rug sale 
such a success at the end of last month. Also to one of our rehomers and volunteers who went out to a table top tack sale last 
night and raised even more money for us. We have such a diverse range of volunteers at Glenda Spooner Farm and it is a 
huge help to us in many ways to have them as part of our team, even if only for a couple of hours a week. If you think you 
might be interested in volunteering for us please visit the website. www.worldhorsewelfare.org or drop in to Glenda Spooner 
Farm for a chat on Saturdays and Sundays from 2pm - 4pm 

Kingsdon Ladies Club 
The November meeting of the Ladies Club was attended by 16 members. Jenny Gamblin was presented with a birthday posy. 
Jackie Ellis welcomed Richard Kay who gave us a very interesting and informative talk on 'Kings and Queens Royalty'. He 
began with the Tudor period through to the Stuart period, the Hanover and Saxe-Coburg period and finished with the Wind-
sor period. His search for portraits of royalty revealed rarely seen pictures of sovereigns at different stages of their life and 
were most unflattering!!! Official portraits were 'air brushed ' to make them appear more regal, taller and of course much 
slimmer!   We ended the meeting with a discussion on the future of the Ladies Club and will be using the February meeting 
to discuss this in detail. 
The Christmas meal this year is at the Kingsdon Inn on Tuesday 8th December at 6.30 pm. 
The January meeting will be on Tuesday 12th January in the village hall at 7.30 pm. New members are welcome. 
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Christmas Greetings in the Kingsdon Chronicle 
 

As in previous years you are invited to save money, time and effort as well as helping the environment by not sending Christ-
mas Cards to your friends and neighbours in Kingsdon. Instead you can place a Christmas Greeting in the Chronicle.   You 
can write your own message and even add your own design or we can do all that for you.  You can also use last years greet-
ing again.  If you wish to avail yourself of this service please let me know a.s.a.p. Leading up to Christmas is a busy time in 
the Chronicle office.     Many Kingsdon residents who use this service  have given a donation to a charity of their choice. 
To place a greeting please contact Wally, Tel 01935 841444, email wallyelliott@hotmail.com or leave message at the shop. 

Message from the Kingsdon Parish Paths Liaison Officer. 
 

Parishioners are asked to please close all field gates when entering or leaving a field. There have been a couple of instances 
where gates have not been properly closed and cattle have been able to escape. The potential consequences of cattle straying 
onto the one of the roads that run close to our village, don’t bear thinking about.  
In my role of looking after the footpaths, I could do with some help. As the winter draws on, I will be putting a few dates in 
the next Chronicle where I will ask for volunteers to assist in clearing our footpaths.  
 

Many thanks     Ian Dibben PPLO 

https://www.facebook.com/World-Horse-Welfare-Glenda-Spooner-Farm-1596758867226403/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/World-Horse-Welfare-Glenda-Spooner-Farm-1596758867226403/?ref=nf
http://www.worldhorsewelfare.org/


Page 3 

Dog Fouling! 
 

Dog fouling on Lotment Hill / Cary Way has become a major significant nuisance recently.  On Wednesday 25th November 
9 (nine) piles of dog excrement were removed from the grass verge by Cllr Guy Osborne.    
 

We ask the good people living in  the Loment Hill / Cary Way area or anyone who walks along there to be extra vigilant in 
identifying the dog or dogs responsible, and their owner, and please give the information to any member of  Kingsdon Parish 
Council.  Thank you. 

Christmas Bazaar 
A big thank you to everyone who ran stalls or produced Bacon Butties and drinks or helped in any way with the Christmas 
Bazaar on 7th November.   
 

We were delighted that so many people came to support us and are grateful for what they spent.  We raised over £800 which 
will be put towards our annual running costs as we try to break even this year. 
 

With many thanks again. 
 

Bel Allan – Churchwarden 

Churchyard Working Party 

Another big thank you to the 10 people who nobly 
turned out on 11th November to tackle some of the 
more remote and overgrown areas of the churchyard.  
 
A great deal was achieved in the space of two or 
three hours and we even exposed two mid-Victorian 
gravestones that had lain hidden for many years and 
where the inscriptions were, amazingly, still legible.   
 
The newly-restored church clock came into its own 
by helping us to mark the 2-minute silence on Armi-
stice Day. 
 
We will have another working party in the spring. 
 
Nick Allan – PCC Secretary 

Return of our    
Guide Dog 

 

It is very pleasing to see 
the missing photograph of 
Guide Dog ‘Kingsdon’ 
which went missing from 
its place of honour in the 
village hall where it had 
been displayed for many 
years. It has been returned 
after being found behind a 
cupboard in the storeroom. 
 

The photograph had been 
presented to Kingsdon by 
The Guide Dogs for the 
Blind Association in grati-
tude for money raised for a 
new dog. 

VISION AID OVERSEAS 

Just back from another successful assignment to Ethiopia for Vision Aid Overseas, our small team of four Optometrists and a 
Dispensing Optician spent two weeks delivering extension training to the Health Faculty Staff and Optometry students of 

Gondar University in the Ethiopian Highlands. We also 
took all 31 final year students on Outreach, visiting two 
rural villages over 6 days to screen for cataract surgery 
and other eye conditions needing treatment. In addition 
we refracted and supplied spectacles to those who needed 
them. The highest prescription we found was -35.00 DS 
which means the young boy’s range of clear vision was 
less than 3cm from his nose. He had never had glasses 
and was unable to continue his schooling due to his visual 
disability.  
 
We took with us a complete refraction kit the cost of 
which was generously donated by a Somerton patient. 
This was delivered to the Addisalem Hospital at Abay 
Nado, an uncomfortable 4 hours away by ‘public 
transport’. The hospital was due to open the following day 
and the Optometrist had no equipment until we arrived so 
we were made very welcome. While there, we had the 
opportunity to visit some of the Lake Tana monasteries of 
nearby Bahir Dar. 
 

The ‘Spectacular Quiz’ raised £652 pounds for VAO and was won by a Somerton patient of David Kneebone Opticians who 
generously donated the prize money to VAO. The answers are on the notice board in the village shop. In total, thanks to your 
generous support of my fundraising activities and that of my work clients, friends and colleagues, we raised £2,273 this year.  
 
THANK YOU   
 
Nina Carlisle                                  



All Saints Church 
 

Priest in Charge:   Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029  (For  arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other  
occasional services) 
Curate:  Chr is Hopkins   Tel:  01458 272029 
Church Warden:  Mrs Bel Allan  Tel. 01935 840878 
Parochial Church Council: Secretary  Nicholas J . Allan  Tel 01935 840878   Treasurer  Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692 
Tower Captain:   Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344 
 

Church Services for December 
 

Sunday 6th   11.00am Family Service 

Sunday 13th 9.30am Holy Communion  

Sunday 20th 10.00am Holy Communion Service for Benefice at Somerton 
 

                            

                        Christmas Eve  

Thursday 24th 2.30pm Crib Service 

Thursday 24th 9.30pm Holy Communion 

Sunday 27th 9.30am Holy Communion 

 Church Rotas for December 

      Brass: Sheila                         Flowers:  Norma & Julie 

Kingsdon Village Hall 
 

For all information  (except bookings)  contact: -    
David Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. 
Kingsdon TA11 7LL    Tel:01935 841453 
For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, 
Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444                                                     
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Bookings for December 2015 
Short Mat Bowls   Mondays 7.30pm - 9pm, 
Tuesdays 10am - 12noon 
Table Tennis Club Tuesdays at 7.30pm   
Yeovil Dist. Canine Soc. Wednesdays  6.30pm   
Art Club   Thursdays 10am - 12 (Term time) 
Y.D.C.S. Saturday 5th 10am - noon 
Parish Council  Thursday 10th 7.30pm 
Private Party  Saturday 12th 9.30am - 2pm 
Carols round Tree  Saturday 12th from 6pm  
Practical Study Group  Wednesday 16th 10am - 
3pm 
Village postXmas Fun Evening  Sunday 27th  

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club  
 

The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings 
(apart from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between 7.30pm and 
9.30pm.  If you are interested then please contact Shirley or Martin 
Singleton on 841162 or just come along. 

Kingsdon Seniors Club 
The Seniors Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 3pm in 
the Village Hall.  New members are always welcome. For infor-
mation contact Club Secretary  Marilyn Elliott,  4 Manor Close, 
Kingsdon. Tel 01935 841444    email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

Kingsdon Ladies Club 
The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in 
the Village Hall.  New members and visitors are always welcome. 
For information contact Club President Lynne Davies, Holly House, 
Frog Lane, Kingsdon. TA11 7LL  Tel 01935 840660 or 
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11 
7LB  Tel 01935 840344 

Kingsdon Boule & Croquet Club 
The club meets every Wednesday afternoon in members’ gardens between  2 and 4 pm,  weather permitting. 

For more details contact Nina Carlisle   on : 01935 840933 or email: ninacarlisle@talktalk.net                                                

Kingsdon Cricket Club 
 

Chairman : Marilyn Elliott   4 Manor  Close, Kingsdon, Somer ton, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444   07990673935 
Secretary:  Ian Birrell   Watersmeet, Huish Episcopi, Langpor t. TA10 9HE  Tel 01458 259231      07817959709                              
Trustees: B. Car lisle, I. Bir rell, J . Schofield 
Captain / Treasurer: J . Schofield 
Vice-Captain: P. Waters 
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The Kingsdon Chronicle 
The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation.  Cheques paya-
ble to ‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’   The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers.  Name and address 
must be supplied but may be withheld from publication on request..  The Kingsdon Chronicle reserves the right to edit items 
for publication. Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views of The 
Kingsdon Chronicle production  team.     Editor:  Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW  Tel 01935 841444,  
Mobile 07990673935,   Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com       

Sunday 20th         6pm          Carol Service 



 

 Bored with all the Christmas repeats on the TV.        

  Come and cheer yourself up at our 

for the whole family 

6pm for 6.30pm Sunday 27th December 2015 

Kingsdon Village Hall 

Bingo with David Thomson   

Wally’s Picture Quiz   

Games & Dancing                       

Admission which includes your Bingo  

 Adults £5  Children £3 

Bring your own supper and drinks  

Team size - Maximum of 8 

Please let Wally know how many you are likely to be                                               

so enough tables & chairs can be arranged 

Great Prizes for the most 

 outlandishly dressed  

 Lady, Gentleman and Juniors !!! 

Post Christmas Fun Evening  
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Keep your independence at home with  
 

                               

 

 

Make someone’s Christmas this year by setting them up with Careline in 2016 

South Somerset Careline gives that little extra support to people who want to remain living at 
home independently for as long as possible while bringing peace of mind to their family and 
friends. 

Do you… 

 Live alone or sometimes feel at risk? 

 Have elderly, frail or infirm dependents? 

 Worry about their safety in an emergency? 

 Want to help them maintain their independence? 

 

Careline provides help at the touch of a button, which can be worn as a pendant or on a 
wrist strap, and dials through to our team 24-hours a day, 365 days a year. 

 

On what sort of occasions would you use Careline? 

• If you are feeling unwell and perhaps need a doctor to call 

• If you have fallen and are unable to get up, or more seriously  you have hurt yourself 

 In these security conscious times if you are worried about unwanted or uninvited guests  

        Press your pendant and our Careline operator will contact the Police    

• We also like you to press your Careline pendant every four weeks to test it. This makes sure  

         that everything is working correctly. 

 

We offer a free demonstration and if you are happy with it, our staff can fit the unit for you im-
mediately.  

Contact us on 01935 479815 

careline@southsomerset.gov.uk 

www.southsomerset.gov.uk/careline 

                          

Initial connection/setup fee £32.70* 

Hire and monitoring £3.81 per week        

*waived if on certain benefits      
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Kingsdon Parish Council Surgery 
 

Your parish council is looking at ways of better understanding the needs of the people who live in this community. 
 

Once a month a member of the council will be in the village shop from 10:00 till 11:00am.  
We’re there for you to call in and have a more social chat and give you the chance to discuss your ideas for our village. 
 

Saturday December 19th will be Wally Elliott so please pop your head round the door and chat about ideas, issues, advice, we 
will be listening. 



Draft Minutes of the Kingsdon Parish Council monthly meeting held on                                
Thursday 12th November 2015 at 7.30pm in Kingsdon Village Hall 

 

Parishioner comment time:  There used to be trees lining the A372, which cut down noise from the A303. Could we 
contact the County Council about trees along A372 and A303 to help with noise reduction? P.Waters agreed he could ask 
about it. 
 

Present: Mr David Beswick (Chairman); Mr  Br ian Paine (vice-chairman); Mr Wally Elliott, Mr I. Dibben, Mr.P. Waters, 
Mr G. Osborne (Parish Councillors); Mr. D. Ruddle (County Councillor) and Mr David Norris (district councillor); Mrs. K 
Hatt (Parish Clerk) and Mrs L Moore (RFO) plus 8 parishioners. 
 

1.Apologies:  Mrs. E. Owen  
 

2. Declarations of Interest:   As already declared, no changes. 
 

3. Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 8th October 2015 which had been previously circulated and were approved 
and signed;  proposed by W. Elliott and seconded by B. Paine, all in favour.  
 

4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items:  I. Dibben – letter still needs to go in the Kingsdon Chronicle about leav-
ing open farmers gates.   It missed the print deadline. Also looking to getting signs made. 
 

The Parish Council surgery arrangements are now up and running on a monthly basis, please see the Kingsdon Chronicle for 
details. Parishioners do not need to wait for the surgery though as they can talk to a Councillor at any time. 
 

5. Chairman’s Report:   Nothing to report. 
 

6. Correspondence:    The Par ish Council have received a letter  about the new road names in the Kingsdon Manor  
School development. It was displayed on the notice board to allow parishioners to comment should they wish to do so. 
The PCSO had contacted the Parish Council and advised there has only been one known incident of criminal damage/theft in 
the area. 
The Citizens Advice Bureau locally had written requesting a donation to support their ongoing service – action: To be an 
agenda item for the next meeting. 
 

7. Finance 
7.1 Financial Report  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The children’s account has been closed and moved into savings account. Interest payments have been added. 
 

The Parish Council’s solicitors had inadvertently over charged by £10 and supplied a cheque for that amount which will be 
paid in in the near future. 
 

In response to a question from the Chairman it was confirmed by the RFO that there is enough money in our accounts to meet 
all our financial obligations. 
 

 
7.2 Cheque signing  
 

 
 

 

KPC Account Opening Balance 1.10.15 £2,728.33 

  Net Cheque Balance £2,934.66 

  Transfer in £5,000.00 

  Closing Balance 31.10.15 £4,793.67 

      

Savings Account Opening Balance £18,236.64 

  Net Cheque Balance £0.00 

  Interest - Mar - June £1.70 

  Interest - Jul - Sept £2.27 

  Transfer to KPC Account £5,000.00 

  Transfer in from Children's Account £49.03 

  Closing Balance £13,289.64 

      

Children's Account Opening Balance £49.03 

  Net Cheque Balance £0.00 

  Transfer to Savings Account £49.03 

  Closing Balance £0.00 

Clerk Services - October £50.00 

Grass Cutting - W. Elliott £770.00 

Hedge cutting around allotment £144.00 

total £964.00 
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7.3  Donation to village shop:   The Chairman explained that one method to provide financial support to the village 
shop would be to buy shares rather than make a donation. The Parish Council have received a business plan and which ex-
plained how they are hoping to expand the shop and enhance its longer term viability. The finances are looking good and the 
shop management committee are only looking develop further when they have the money to spendAs it is a fantastic project 
for the community D.Beswick is very much in favour of buying shares in the venture. Such shares are not tradeable and can 
potentially be redeemed.  W.Elliott fully supported the proposition but wonder how much should be invested in shares. 
B.Paine endorsed the concept of buying shares rather than making a straight donation as this enables the Parish Council an 
element of ownership in the venture.  The Plunkett Foundation are very impressed how well the shop was performing when 
compared similar village enterprises that have been around for much longer. 
The Plunkett Foundation have recommended raising up to £10,000 in shares. 
County Councillor D.Ruddle recommends checking with the Somerset Association of Local Councils to ensure the Parish 
Council can legally purchase shares.  Action – D.Beswick. 
The shares have to be in one person’s name however they could be held in the name of the Parish Clerk for the Council as its 
Proper Officer. 
A Parishioner highlighted that any donations to the shop are subject to tax.  
P.Waters observed that the Parish Council gives regularly to Church and Kingsdon Chronicle, so perhaps there should be a 
regular amount for the shop likewise? 
It was agreed to look at this when creating next year’s budget. 
Once the shop is up and running, any profit will be fed back into the community. 
It was proposed by D.Beswick to buy £2000 worth of shares, subject to discussion with SALC; seconded by W.Elliott, all in 
favour. 
 

8. Former Primary School sports field - sited at the (North West) junction of MowBarton Road and Lower Road, and 
diagonally opposite the Village Hall:  Repor t given by B. Paine 
At the last meeting, after nearly two years of negotiation, the agreement we thought we achieved had been turned upside 
down by the SCC Legal Dept having sent the draft contract to someone not involved in the correspondence and negotiation  
this year. An exchange of emails have now put things back on course, and the Parish Council solicitor has re-submitted the 
draft contract documentation, with all our conditions in place back to SCC.  
D.Beswick asked the RFO have we got the process in place for drawing down the loan?  
It was explained all the paperwork necessary was to hand and it was the intention is to draw down the full £30,000 this 
month to help cover the legal costs, albeit the school field is currently priced at £27,500? There were no objections. 
 

9.Village recreation field:   P.Waters explained that he has had a meeting with the distr ict tree warden Philip Holden 
who is happy to donate a variety of shrubs and trees to the project and are going to cover about three quarters of the cost and 
will email of all the details shortly.   He is waiting to hear about some other donations. 
The Neal Estate is very happy but they want to know which varieties are to be planted. The planting will be this winter, so up 
and growing by spring.   The trees will be regularly pruned to keep it safe in the years to come. 
 

G.Osborne observed the Oak tree could do with tip pruning. Action - P.Waters will look into. 
 

10. Discussion papers (staffing and strategy) 
Any issues to do with staffing are taking privately. The Parish Council are looking to regularise the arrangements with their 
two Proper Officers i.e. Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer  A discussion paper  has been circulated to Councillors 
and agreed; but we are waiting to hear back from SALC on draft agreements on appointment prior to discussion with L. 
Moore and K. Hatt. 
 

 B.Paine had circulated to Councillors a discussion paper on the future vision and strategy for the village. There already exist 
a parish plan and village design statement, which it would be timely to revisit. The present plan does not look ahead over the 
next 5 to 10 years to consider what changes may impact the village or identify potential needs. Should we just wait for things 
to happen to us or seek to plan for the future? B.Paine has done a SWOT analysis for key elements of the village – strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities, threats; and gave as an example “what might happen to the church if the congregation declined 
and it was no longer financially viable? It is after all the oldest, grade 2 listed building in the village. 
It was suggested a sub group be established? 
Action-  B.Paine to work on this, then ask for Councillor comments and subsequently consultation with the village. 
 

11. Kingsdon Website 
W.Elliot – there is a website set up by the parish council, it should give access to the village hall, shop, chronicle. He feels if 
anyone goes to google and puts in Kingsdon you get no-where. Some people have tried to find the village hall to book and 
then gone elsewhere.  D.Beswick – has E.Owen already talked about this?   W.Elliott attempted to put the chronicles on, but 
it was challenging, so he has requested someone else needs to do it. We need someone skilled to look after the website. 
D.Ruddle could not find our website. There is a lady in Somerton who looks after theirs.  The specification given to Hannah 
Carlisle needs revising.  Is Hannah Carlisle available to do more? W. Elliott thinks it should be someone local. No-body is 
blaming Hannah, she has done exactly what the previous parish council asked her to do. 
Transparency funding may-be able to help pay for the cost of this. Action – E.Owen to look into the funding. 
Action – K.Hatt to contact Hannah to explain E.Owen is our contact. E.Owen to make contact with Hannah about 
any issues. 
 

12. Date of next meeting:  Thursday 10th December at 7.30pm. 
May meetings – It was agreed to hold the annual meeting of parish council and annual parish meeting separately.  
The annual parish meeting could be arranged differently – more of a social occasion, proper invitations etc.  
Second Thursday for annual parish council meeting and monthly meeting - 12th May 
Annual parish meeting – another date – 19th May. Action – K.Hatt to check these dates are available. 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.21pm 
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 South Somerset District Council - Planning Application 
 

Application No: 15/04205/FUL  
 

Address: 32 Top Street, Kingsdon, Somer ton, Somerset, TA11 7JU 
 

Proposal:  Proposed two storey extensions and internal alterations to 2 no of existing dwellings (32 + 32a, Top Street), 
and the conversion of former post office, and associated dwelling into 2 no holiday let units (GR 351625/126197 
 

Application Status: Application permitted with conditions 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mindline Somerset is open over the festive period. 
 

Mindline Somerset is open out of hours for people in Somerset who need to talk to someone, feel isolated, distressed or up-
set. We can also give basic information about mental health and local services. Mindline Somerset has been run by Mind in 
Taunton and West Somerset for 15 years and has been supporting thousands of callers increasing to over 6,000 per year. We 
are currently open between 8pm-11pm Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat & Sun on 01823 276 892.  
 

We are pleased to announce that we will continue to keep the line open over Christmas and New Year and provide that lis-
tening ear for people that need to talk to someone. We all know Christmas and New Year can be that time of year that can be 
hard for some people and it can be a lonely time for some. Mindline Somerset will be here for those who would like to talk to 
someone in confidence about what they may be going through.  
 

The service is provided by volunteers who are everyday people that have decided to offer their spare time to support and lis-
ten to others that may need someone to talk to when they may not have anyone they feel they can. All the volunteers are fully 
trained and supported throughout their time they give to the service, they may have an interest in mental health, survivors or 
personal experience helping close ones. We are lucky enough to have volunteers that are prepared to give their time over the 
festive period to support the people that call Mindline Somerset.  
 

We can safely say that Mindline Somerset will be open on the evenings of Christmas Day, Boxing Day and also 27th Decem-
ber as well as the usual nights that Mindline Somerset currently covers.  
 

If you’d like to know more about Mindline and other services provided by the mental health charity Mind in Taunton and 
West Somerset you can visit www.mindline.org  
 

Mindline are currently recruiting for more volunteers to support the service to continue to operate, so if you’d like to volun-
teer please email or call the team mindline@mindtws.org.uk  01823 334 906.  

HOMEMADE CHRISTMAS 
By Peter Crowter 

 

Christmas comes just once a year ‘twas just as well for mum, 
Way back when she made all the treats to put inside your tum. 

She made mince pies from scratch you know, the pudding and the cake, 
It was a busy time for her with all those things to make. 

 

First she made the Christmas cake cause that had to mature, 
Candied peel, sultanas, nuts and eggs she did procure, 

Cinnamon and almonds and of course a whole lot more, 
To add some taste and colour in a little stout she’d pour. 

 

Same things went in the Christmas pud plus other things as well, 
We all took turns to stir it and it had a lovely smell. 

And then went in some sixpences and with a silent plea, 
Let me find one on Christmas day, oh please let it be me. 

 

And when the gooey mixture then was well and truly stirred, 
From mixing bowl to basin so the pudding was transferred. 

For us this was the moment that just could not come too soon, 
We ate the scrapings from the bowl and then we licked the spoon. 

 

I guess to make mince pies required a little bit more skill, 
Mum had to make the pastry and then each pie had to fill. 

The mixture of the mincemeat, that was similar again, 
Along with the addition of the juice of grape or grain. 

 

All these treats for Christmas now are purchased ready made, 
Kids may think they’re missing fun and be somewhat dismayed. 

Not so much their mothers though who must be jolly glad, 
That she has more time to relax along with them and dad. 

 

               MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE  
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Letters to the Editor 
 

I have followed the 'journey' of the playing equipment on the village field with interest and have been prompted to write after 
being asked by a fellow Parishioner who is getting fed up with the ongoing vitriol about the 'new' equipment. 
 

The ongoing complaints now are almost exactly the same as those which were voiced over a year ago (noise, position, age of 
users, ageing of timber etc.). They were answered by me at the time which is why I was surprised that the Council were 
asked to answer them all again, with the same answers found! 
 

The plans were discussed in great detail with all parishioners and especially those who lived in proximity to the proposal. 
Indeed, the whole orientation of the equipment was rotated through 180 degrees in order to satisfy the request of one couple, 
adding extra work, time and effort to the project. However, this was done to ensure the zipwire element started and finished 
further into the field, and to try and ensure minimal impact to this couple.  All of those in proximity to the equipment were 
asked if they would like screening to be included as part of the project. The overwhelming consensus was that no screening 
of any sort should be considered, indeed NOBODY expressed ANY desire to have screening from the equipment. This had 
been offered as part of the overall project cost, using the funds donated to the village - therefore AT NO cost to us, the Pa-
rishioners. Imagine my disbelief, one year later to find one property requesting mature tree screening to be installed immedi-
ately. This now comes at an extra expense to all Parishioners, in the order of a few hundred pounds!  
 

There has been no complaint as far as I am aware by those whose properties back immediately on to the village field. Indeed, 
the amount of positive feedback from those who have children and grandchildren has been overwhelming, as well as those 
who comment that it has brought life back to the village by having families picnicking on the field and enjoying time togeth-
er. I have taken pleasure in seeing 3 or 4 generations of families playing together on the equipment and indeed my children 
have met and integrated with others in the village purely by this shared play experience. The whole point of the project was 
to encourage play, physical activty and development, as well making the field a more regularly used community asset, all 
year round.  
 

It is hugely disappointing to read the minutes of this month’s Chronicle to see that that zip wire will be padlocked up, whilst 
waiting for the results of a sound test next year. The zip wire is probably one of the highlights of the park for children and 
encourages adventurous play and pushing of boundaries/risk unavailable at most other local facilities. Indeed, the nearest 
parks that have a zip wire are in Yeovil/Aller.  
 

South Somerset District Council have already run sound assessments at other sites which have concluded that 'any noise gen-
erated from the zip wire is minimal and barely audible'. Use of the equipment in the winter months will be much less, so pad-
locking the equipment up seems unnecessarily restrictive and unfair to the young residents and visitors to the village. 
 

The younger generation of this village are our Kingsdon's future. Whilst I fully understand the agitations of ALL parishion-
ers, it cannot be said all were not consulted and offered the opportunity to voice their opinion and shape the design and loca-
tion of the new play equipment. Continual subsequent complaints, after the amount of effort that was undertaken to placate 
those with concerns, is especially disappointing. When the latest screening installation is complete I have no doubt that there 
will be something else which will be highlighted as requiring attention.  
 

Best wishes,      Mike Brown 

The Kingsdon Jubilee Fund 

At the A.G.M held on Sunday 8th November the following were duly appointed Trustees for the year. 

Keith Thomas (Chairman),  Ian Dibben (Secretary / Signatory)),  Wally Elliott (Treasurer),  Babs Conway (Signatory), Mark 

Freeman, Eric Russell & Marilyn Elliott. 

The following events were proposed for 2016: 

To celebrate the Queens 90th Birthday …….A Barn Dance to be held in the village hall on Saturday 10th June and a Street 

Party (Venue - Lower Road) on Sunday 11th June followed by a social / sing song in the village hall in the evening. 

Village Weekend over the August Bank Holiday in a marquee on the village field commencing on the Fr iday evening 

26th August.  Saturday 27th Village Fete / Flower Show etc. followed by The Kingsdon Big Band dance.  Sunday 28th com-

mences with Songs of Praise, Picnic Lunch party and a musical evening to finish off the weekend. 

Jubilee Fund Accounts    

The accounts will be available for inspection on Saturday 19th December between 9am and 11am at the community shop 

during the Parish Council Surgery    Wally 

We will remember them. 
 
As the bells of All Saints Church Kingsdon chimed 11am on Wednesday 
11th November, Staff and customers stood in front of Kingsdon Commu-
nity Village Shop observing the national silence, paying their respects to 
those fallen in conflict as in the distance a Swordfish of the Historic 
Flight dropped thousands of poppies over the Remembrance service at St 
Bartholomew's Fleet Air Arm Memorial Church at Yeovilton. 



   First Prize 
      £150  

Luxury  Christmas 

    Hamper 
Plus many other  
Prizes Including: 
 

1Ltr rare Single Malt Whisky, Chocoholics Hamper,  

Somerset Cider Hamper, Yule Log, Christmas Cake,  

Champagne,  

Bottles of Wine, 

The UK’s largest 

Bar of chocolate 

and lots more. 

Tickets  £1 
 available from 

Kingsdon Inn & 

Kingsdon Shop 
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The Kingsdon Christmas Draw  -  Where will the proceeds go? 
 

The Christmas Draw is in aid of the Kingsdon Community Shop proposed development 
 
The shop is trying to raise funding to carry out interior 
work that will return it to how the main class room area 
used to be. (See bottom picture)  The best quote for this 
work is in the region of £20,000 
 
This will enable the shop to have a larger trading area, 
thereby enabling a wider range of goods to be sold 
and  a larger seating area for the tea room. 
 
The proposal involves the removal of the interior stud 
walls  but not the ceilings.  
 
The blackboard in the lower photo is now a notice board 
in the shop corridor. 
 
Insulation is a prime concern in order that heating costs 
can be minimised. 
 
It is intended that the main entrance to the shop will be 
what was the old school’s front door.  The present shop 
entrance will be retained for wheelchair access 
 
 
The Kingsdon Jubilee Fund has been raising funds for 
this project for more than a year.  Before this latest 
Christmas Draw, £2,000 had been set aside by the Jubi-
lee Fund.  Hopefully by the end of 2015 this total will 
have increased to £3,000 towards the project. 
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Kingsdon 100+ Club 

November Draw Winners 

 The Draw was made at the Village Shop on 

2nd November by Mary Whitehead 

1st No. 109  

£15  Sylvia Thresh 
 

2nd No. 26  

£10 Nina Carlisle 
 

3rd No. 18   

£5  Christine Clifford 

Climbing the Wainrights 
Martin Singleton celebrating in The Lake District last month having climbed all 214 "Wainrights" . 

These are peaks that Alfred Wainright decided we're worth ascending and described in his brilliant guide books  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Macmillan Welfare Benefit Advice and Grant service  
 

This service is available to help cancer patients and their families obtain 
their full welfare benefit entitlements.  We see people at outreach, our 
premises, their home or hospice.  We can help take the worry out of the 
finances during these difficult times. 

 
I urge you to contact us on 01935 847666 to allow us to help you’. 

B & B   
Available in Kingsdon 

 

The Annex at Barn Cottage, 
Picts Lane, Kingsdon has been 
converted to a one bedroom self 
contained B&B. 

If anyone in the village has fam-
ily over this  Xmas and they  
need somewhere for them to 
stay let us know A.S.A.P. as it is 
advertised elsewhere!!! 

Email: debbie.p@hotmail.com 

For Sale -  
Rise and recline arm chair.  

1 year old,  plain brown  
Only £100 Ono   Can Deliver  

Tel. 0744 3930982 

Kingsdon Seniors Club 
 

Richard welcomed 21 members to the November meet-
ing.  There are 4 tickets available for the  pantomime at 
Strode Theatre on 2nd January.  The Christmas lunch is 
on Wednesday 2nd December at The Kingsdon Inn. 
 

Brian then welcomed the guest speaker, Dinah Lindon-
Critchley from Blooming Hill Plants, a small and very 
individual nursery created by Dinah who gave a very 
interesting talk on growing vegetables in small places.   
 

There was lots of advice on the best vegetables to grow 
and growing in filing baskets, buckets and raised beds. 
Which tomatoes to choose and best ways to produce a 
good crop.  The vote of thanks was given by Richard. 
 

The next speaker for the meeting on Wednesday 27th 
January would be our Curate Chris Hopkins who will 
talk about his hobby, Scuba diving. 
 

Teas were provided by Margaret Hill and Mary White-
head 
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As you all know, February is deemed one of the most depressing months of the year – Post holiday let down turns into failed 
New Year resolutions, exacerbated by short days, long nights & bad weather. Christmas, will by then have become a distant 

memory and summer will still seem a long way off!   We might be forgiven for feeling a bit blue just about now! 
So…..LET’S TRY TO BRIGHTEN IT UP!!!  By presenting…. 

                              “THE KOOLKATZ” 
For one night only, this nationally acclaimed rock ‘n’ roll band, by special request, will perform for us at the Village Hall. 

Saturday 20th February 2016 @ 7pm 
Come and jive the night away to your old time favourite tunes! 

Tickets now on sale  – limited number available  When they’re gone……they’re gone! 
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In my many years I have come to a conclusion that one 
useless man is a shame, two is a law firm and three or more 
is a government.  
  John Adams 
 

If you don't read the newspaper you are uninformed, if you 
do read the newspaper you are misinformed.   
   Mark Twain 
 

Suppose you were an idiot.  And suppose you were a mem-
ber of government.  But then I repeat myself.  
   Mark Twain 
 

I contend that for a nation to try to tax itself into prosperity 
is like a man standing in a bucket and trying to lift himself 
up by the handle.  
    Winston Churchill 
 

A government which robs Peter to pay Paul can always 
depend on the support of Paul. 
   George Bernard Shaw 
 

Foreign aid might be defined as a transfer of money from 
poor people in rich countries to rich people in poor coun-
tries. 
   Douglas Casey,  Classmate of Bill Clinton at 
Georgetown  University 
 

Giving money and power to government is like giving 
whiskey and car keys to teenage  boys. 
     P.J. O'Rourke,  Civil Libertarian 
 

Government is the great fiction, through which everybody 
endeavors to live at the expense of everybody else. 
      Frederic Bastiat,  French economist(1801-1850) 
 

I don't make jokes.  I just watch the government and report 
the facts.  
    Will Rogers 
 

If you think health care is expensive now, wait until you 
see what it costs when it's free! 
      P.J. O'Rourke 
 

In general, the art of government consists of taking as 
much money as  possible from one party of the citizens to 
give to the other.   
      Voltaire (1764) 
 

Just because you do not take an interest in politics doesn't 
mean politics won't take an interest in you! 
       Pericles (430 B.C.) 
 

No man's life, liberty, or property is safe while the legisla-
ture is in session. 
      Mark Twain  (1866) 
 

The government is like a baby's alimentary canal, with a 
happy appetite at one end and no responsibility at the other. 
      Ronald Reagan 
 

The only difference between a tax man and a taxidermist is 
that the taxidermist leaves the skin. 
      Mark Twain 
 

There is no distinctly Native American criminal class...save 
government.   
      Mark Twain 
 

What this country needs are more unemployed politicians. 
      Edward Langley,  Artist (1928-1995) 
 

A government big enough to give you everything you 
want, is strong enough to take everything you have.   
      Thomas Jefferson 
 

We hang the petty thieves and appoint the great ones to 
public office. 
        Aesop 

Several days ago, as I left a meeting, I desperately gave 
myself a personal search. I was looking for my keys.  They 
were not in my pockets. A quick search in the meeting 
room revealed nothing.  Suddenly I realized I must have 
left them in the car. Frantically, I headed for the car park.  
My husband has scolded me many times for leaving the 
keys in the igni-tion.  My theory is the ignition is the best 
place not to lose them. His theory is that the car will be 
stolen.  As I scanned the car park I came to a terrifying 
conclusion! His theory was right. The car park was empty.  
I immediately called the police. I gave them my location, 
confessed that I had left my keys in the car, and that it had 
been stolen.  Then I made the most difficult call of all.  
"Hello My Love", I stammered; I always call him "My 
Love" in times like these. "I left my keys in the car, and it 
has been stolen." 
There was a period of silence. I thought the call had dis-
connected, but then I heard his voice. He barked, "I 
dropped you off!"  Now it was my time to be silent. Em-
barrassed, I said, "Well, come and get me."  He retorted, "I 
will, as soon as I convince this policeman I have not stolen 
your bloody car." 
 
Frank goes to his friend Mike and says, "I'm sleeping with 
the minister's wife. Can you hold him in church for an hour 
after the services for me?"   Mike doesn't like it, but being 
a friend he agrees. 
After the services, Mike starts talking to the minister, ask-
ing him all sorts of stupid questions, just to keep him occu-
pied.  Finally the minister gets annoyed and asks Mike 
what he's really up to. 
Mike, feeling guilty, finally confesses to the minister. "My 
friend is sleep-ing with your wife right now, so he asked 
me to keep you occupied."  The minister smiles, puts a 
brotherly hand on Mike's shoulder and says, "You better 
hurry home. My wife died a year ago." 
 
An old drover walks into a barber shop in Black Stump 
Crossing, Northern Territory, for a shave and a haircut.  He 
tells the barber he can't get all his whiskers off because his 
cheeks are wrinkled from age.  The barber gets a little 
wooden ball from a cup on the shelf and tells the old drover 
to put it inside his cheek to spread out the skin.  When he's 
finished, the old drover tells the barber that was the clean-
est shave he'd had in years, but he wanted to know what 
would have happened if he had accidentally swallowed that 
little ball.                                                                                                   
The barber replied, "Just bring it back in a couple of days 
like everyone else does. 
 
Last night my wife sent me a text, saying she was in Casu-
alty.   When I got home I watched all 50 minutes of it and 
never saw her once.                                                          
She still hasn't come home yet……I'm starving. 
 
The Art Collector's Wife:  A New York attorney represent-
ing a wealthy art collector called to speak to his client, 
"Saul, I have some good news and, I have some bad news." 
The art collector replied, "I've had an awful day; let's hear 
the good news first." 
The lawyer said, "Well, I met with your wife today, and 
she told me she had invested $5,000 in two pictures that 
she thinks will bring a minimum of $15-20 million.  I think 
she could be right."  Saul replied enthusiastically, "Well 
done!  My wife is a brilliant businesswoman!  You've just 
made my day.  Now I know I can handle the bad 
news.  What is it?"  The lawyer replied, "The pictures are 
of you with your secretary." 
 

 



 

Bus Services & Concessionary Fares 
Consultation 

The County Council is facing major budget challenges. Falling 
funding and increasing demand for our services mean we have to 
review our future transport funding. This includes reviewing the 
bus services we subsidise and our concessionary fares policy. 

As part of this we have launched two consultations on the fu-
ture of our bus services and want you to Have Your Say by 
Monday 11 January 2016. 

For full details of the proposed changes and to complete the sur-
veys online, visit the web links below. Or phone 0300 123 2224 
to have the surveys posted to you. 

 

 

www.somerset.gov.uk/
concessionaryfareconsultation 

 www.somerset.gov.uk/bussubsidysurvey 
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Kingsdon Parish Council 
Parish Council Meeting 
The Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting 

will be held on  

Thursday 10th December 2015 

in the Village Hall, Kingsdon, starting at 7.30pm 

All welcome 

Parishioner’s comment time – If you have any comments related to the follow-
ing agenda items please do contact any councillor should you not be able to 

make the meeting in person. 

Apologies – to receive and approve any apologies for non-attendance 

Declarations – to receive any declarations of interest 

Minutes of previous meeting – to receive and approve the minutes of the monthly meeting held on the 
12th November 2015.  

Matters arising not covered by agenda- to report on actions from the previous meeting- D. Beswick 
checking idea of shares with salc, P. Waters oak tree pruning, B. Paine staff agreements and parish 
plan update, K. Hatt May meetings 

Chairman’s Report 

Brian Paine to report and make any comments on any important information. 

Correspondence 

Clerk and Councillors to report on any communications not covered by the agenda items. 

Finance 

Financial report – report on current finances by the responsible finance officer and bank reconciliations 

Cheque signing – cheques which have been paid and cheques for signing 

Former Primary School sports field - sited at the (north west) junction of MowBarton Road and Lower 
Road , and diagonally opposite the Village Hall 

Update on the current situation by B.Paine  

Citizens advice – to discuss making a donation 

Kingsdon Website- to discuss the current situation, including contact with Hannah and transparency fund 

Date of next meeting 

 

 

Mrs K. Hatt  Clerk to Kingsdon Parish Council    01935 841275    kingsdonclerk@btinternet.com 
                                            

 

THIS IS A DRAFT AGENDA AND SUBJECT TO SOME CHANGES THE FINAL AGENDA WILL BE DISPLAYED BY 6th DECEMBER AT THE LATEST. 


