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Classic Car Meet  
 Saturday July 4th 2015 from noon onwards 

 
Classic cars to be displayed on the Kingsdon Village Field 

opposite the Kingsdon Inn.  
 

Meet at Kingsdon Inn from noon onwards.                             
All village classic car  & motorbike  enthusiasts welcome. 

 

BBQ may be available, bring your own food  
 

Private event sponsored by David Thomson,                           
Park Farmhouse,  Lower Road, Kingsdon 

VISION AID OVERSEAS 
 

Thanks to everyone who sponsored Sally and myself to walk 
the Somerset Levels on 13th June. 
 

The Levels are indeed very flat though we had a little surprise 
in store when the path led us up a very steep climb to High 
Ham (the clue is in the name!). 
 

But the weather was kind to us and the view from the top was 
wonderful. 
 

We raised a spectacular £920 which will help fund my next 
VAO project to Northern Ethiopia in November. Our team 
will be delivering a training programme to faculty staff at 
Gondar University and taking 29 final year Optometry       
students to remote villages to deliver much needed eyecare 
services.    
  
Thank you,  Nina Carlisle   
 

The next Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting will be on Thursday 9th July at 7.30pm in the Village Hall 
All are welcome.       See page 4 for  the Agenda 

 

A vehicle was burnt out on the night of Wednesday 24th June 
in Mill Lane off Quarry Lane track, Kingsdon.                   
The council will be removing it in due course.  The Police are 
aware   

Kingsdon Christmas Pantomime ! 
 

Calling all budding thespians, skilled or amateur musicians, arty crafty people and anyone with a passion for community 
spirit and fundraising.  
 

The village of Kingsdon are considering putting on a Christmas panto this year to raise community spirit along with some 
funds for our community and a charity. 
 

In order to start planning this event, I require some willing participants to help with the organisation and delivery. The pro-
posed date for the pantomime is Friday 18th December. If you are available on this date and can be available for some re-
hearsals, then I would love to hear from you. Or, alternatively, if you feel as though you could help in some other way then I 
would appreciate your support.  
 

The plan is to get a working party together to pull this off. I envisage this to be a family event and would therefore like as 
many children as possible to take part (of all ages) even if it is just for a Christmas carol.  
 

Your support in this proposal is crucial if it is to go ahead. There will be application forms in the community shop from 
Monday 29th of June to show your interest, or email kellyosborne@hotmail.co.uk to  for lead roles, nominate your children 
or suggest ideas. I will then post the developments in next Month’s Chronicle.  
 

Thank you for your time      Kelly Osborne 

Kingsdon Fete on 29th August needs volunteers to man our various stalls and attractions 
Please see page 7 for more details 
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The Kingsdon Chronicle 
 

The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation.  Cheques paya-
ble to ‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’   The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers.  Name and address 
must be supplied but may be withheld from publication on request..  The Kingsdon Chronicle reserves the right to edit items 
for publication. 
Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views of The Kingsdon 
Chronicle production  team. 
Editor:  Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW  Tel 01935 841444,  Mobile 07990673935,                                              
email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com       

All Saints Church 
Priest in Charge:   Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029  (For  arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other  
occasional services) 
Curate:  Chr is Hopkins   Tel:  01458 272029 
Church Warden:  Mrs Bel Allan  Tel. 01935 840878 
Parochial Church Council: Secretary  Nicholas J . Allan  Tel 01935 840878   Treasurer  Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692 
Tower Captain:   Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344 
 

Church Services for  June 
 

Sunday 5th July                11 a.m.          Holy Communion                               Rev Chris Hopkins 
 

Sunday 12th July              11 a.m.          All Ages Service                                   
 

Sunday 19th July              11 a.m.          Holy Communion                                
                                              6 p.m.          Songs of Praise                                    
 

Sunday 26th July            9.30 a.m.         Holy Communion 
                                                                    
A most enjoyable ‘Songs of Praise’ was held at All Saints on 21st June, lifted the rafters with happy voices & then had coffee 
and a chat with those who came from Somerton and the Charltons.   Norma 

Kingsdon Village Hall 
 

For all information  (except bookings)  contact: -    
David Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. 
Kingsdon TA11 7LL    Tel:01935 841453 
 

For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, 
Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444                                                     
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Bookings for July 2015 
 

Short Mat Bowls   Mondays 7.30pm - 9pm, 
Tuesdays 10am - 12noon 
Table Tennis Club Tuesdays at 7.30pm  (not 
14th) 
Art Club   Thursdays 10am - 12 (Term time) 
Yeovil Dist Canine Soc. Wednesdays 6.30pm  
Ladies Club  Tuesday 14th 7pm 
Practical Study Group   Wednesday 15th 10am - 
3pm 
Parish Council Meeting   Thursday 16th 7pm 

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club  
 

The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings 
(apart from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between 7.30pm and 
9.30pm.  If you are interested then please contact Shirley or Martin 
Singleton on 841162 or just come along. 

Kingsdon Seniors Club 
The Seniors Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 3pm in 
the Village Hall.  New members are always welcome. For infor-
mation contact Club Secretary  Marilyn Elliott,  4 Manor Close, 
Kingsdon. Tel 01935 841444    email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

Kingsdon Ladies Club 
 

The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in 
the Village Hall.  New members and visitors are always welcome. 
For information contact Club President Lynne Davies, Holly House, 
Frog Lane, Kingsdon. TA11 7LL  Tel 01935 840660 or 
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11 
7LB  Tel 01935 840344 

 Church Rotas for July 
 

Brass: Jill Waters & Joyce Limon                              Flowers:  Freda Curtis  &  Jackie Ellis 

Kingsdon Cricket Club 
 

Chairman : Marilyn Elliott   4 Manor  Close, Kingsdon,   
Somerton, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444   07990673935 
 

Secretary:  Ian Birrell   Watersmeet, Huish Episcopi,                                                                                                               
Langport. TA10 9HE  Tel 01458 259231      07817959709 
 

Trustees: B. Car lisle, I. Bir rell, J . Schofield 
 

Captain / Treasurer: J . Schofield 
 

Vice-Captain: P. Waters 

Kingsdon Boule & Croquet Club 
 

The club meets every Wednesday afternoon in members’ gardens between  2 and 4 pm,  weather permitting. 
 

For more details contact Nina Carlisle   on : 01935 840933 or email: ninacarlisle@talktalk.net                                                

Fixtures for July 

Langport 





MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON BI-MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON  
THURSDAY 18th JUNE 2015 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.15pm 

 

Parishioner comment time: 
A parishioner questioned the accuracy of Annual Parish Council Minutes relating to the role of RFO. 
It was pointed out that at the time of the meeting A. Saunders was still RFO. 
Requests were made for the next agenda - speeding in village, cleanliness of bus shelter (G. Osborne has agreed to clean it) 
and the state of the fences around the village recreation field (D. Beswick has said he will look at it.) Actions – G.Osborne 
and D. Beswick. 
The allotments were also asked about, where the owners stand with regards to the state of some of them. D. Beswick will 
look into this. Action – D.Beswick 
Finally it was asked about the hedge overgrown on the corner on Henley road, hedge not being cut. D. Beswick will also look 
into this. Action – D.Beswick 
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Present: Mr  D Beswick (chairman); Mr  Br ian Paine (vice-chairman); Mr Wally Elliott, Mr Ian Dibbon, Mr Guy Osborne 
and Mrs E. Owen (Parish Councillors); Mr. D. Ruddle (County Councillor); Mrs. K Hatt (Parish Clerk) and Mrs A Saunders 
(RFO)  plus 20 parishioners. 
 

1. Apologies: Mr  David Norr is (distr ict councilor ) and Mr  P Waters 
 

2. Declarations of Interest:  
As already declared, no changes. 
 

3. Minutes: The minutes having been previously circulated were approved and signed,  Annual Par ish Council Meet-
ing, proposed by B. Paine and seconded by W. Elliott, all in favour. The monthly meeting, proposed by W.Elliot, seconded 
by B. Paine, all in favour. In the future the Annual Parish Meeting maybe separated from the other meetings to avoid confu-
sion. 
 

Report on actions – we need to check on dog signs with P. Waters as he absent tonight. The field meeting has happened. D. 
Beswick has written a letter to the community shop giving full support, not financial support at the moment. The new Bank 
signatures are in place – D. Beswick, B. Paine and the new RFO. 
 

4. Chairman’s Report 
D.Beswick and B.Paine have been on a short training course on how to be a chairman. 
Parishioner input is highly valuable. Anyone who attends and has an interest in an agenda item may comment.  We have fur-
ther courses planned – in house teaching for all councillors, and one on planning. All councillors are getting to grips with the 
job and focussing initially on a Standing Order and policy document review. 
Future Parish Council meetings will start at 7.30pm and will be a monthly meeting, except in August. 
There is to be only one meeting around the table, not separate discussions 
The formal process for debating is propose a motion, second it, then debate, finally a vote. We will see how this works. 
 

5. Finance 
5.1 A.Saunders had submitted a letter of resignation which had been accepted. D.Beswick said that the annual return report 
has been circulated to councillors. It was proposed by I.Dibben to accept the report, B.Paine seconded, all in favour. 
5.2 Lynn Moore has been appointed RFO. She is a professional project manager and manages her husband’s accounts. Thank
-you to A.Saunders for doing the role and chairman. 
5.3 Bank signatories have been set up so we are now able to sign cheques. These are D. Beswick, B. Paine and Lynn Moore 
5.4 – Cheques for signing: two for KH, insurance, legal fees for school, salc, and election bill from SSDC £174.71. It was 
proposed by B. Paine to accept these payments, seconded by E. Owen, all in favour. 
 

6. Former Primary School sports field - sited at the (North West) junction of MowBarton Road and Lower Road, and 
diagonally opposite the Village Hall. 
Report given by Brian Paine. 
Having had to quickly get up to speed with this project, firstly I would like to take this opportunity to thank the members of 
the School Field Advisory Working Party for their extensive and thorough work over the past two years or more. Addressing 
this project has necessitated reading a significant volume of documentation that has comprehensively detailed the research, 
communications and interaction with both County & District Councils and other agencies. 
 

It should also be noted that progress towards the acquisition of the school field has gratefully been facilitated through support 
from both our District & County Councillors. 
 

As a result of some frustrating delays, conflicting and ambiguous interactions with officers of the County Council, Mrs Saun-
ders, former Chair of the Parish Council, had a recent exchange of letters with Patrick Flaherty, Somerset County Council 
Chief Executive. This has culminated in a helpful reply from James Stubbs, Head of Property, SCC. 
 

On the 1st June the SFAWG met and discussed the correspondence after which I replied to Mr Stubbs to reiterate specific 
points and ensure clarity on our position in respect of key issues. Mr Stubbs has replied this week in a positive vein, and I 
will circulate his letter to members of the SFAWG tomorrow. Our solicitors T.G.Pollard & co of Wells have a draft contract 
from Somerset County Council but this will need amendment following the recent exchange of letters. 
 

Next Key Actions: 
Vice-Chairman to circulate the SFAWG with latest letter from Mr Stubbs. 
Vice-Chairman to reply to Mr Stubbs. 
Meet with Solicitors to review the position with the contract; discussing next actions, time frames and taking any legal advice 
as necessary. 
 
B.Paine said that he was optimistic that the school playing field purchase will be achieved later this year. 
S77 has not gone through yet but it has been made a requirement that it must be completed first. It might affect the price of 
the field but this depends on the secretary of state. We have asked for a covenant that it is for recreational use of village. We 
have prepared for extra costs - last year provision was made to cover the SCC legal fees to an agreed maximum and a sum is 
already lodged with solicitor. However we will have to cover our own fees.  
G.Osborne expressed some concerns because he does not want it to jeopardise the field in front of pub. D.Beswick explained 
that this has been discussed previously at length and the over whelming majority of village wanted to keep it. He also said 
that he doesn’t think it will jeopardise the pub field. We have also not every been offered the other field, it is not for sale. 
 

B. Paine proposed that it is the express intention of the Parish Council to purchase the former primary school sports field, 
seconded by E.Owen, all in favour.  
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7. Website 
E.Owen explained that there is more than one type of social media. She has investigated the types that have appeared on oth-
er Parish Council sites. These are as follows: 
Facebook – all that appears is a button, not an interactive thing, takes people through to another site to have more interaction. 
The shop is the only group at the moment with a Facebook page. The parish council do not need their own Facebook page so 
it would make no difference to us at the moment whatsoever. 
Pinterest – this is a photo site, press a button and it goes out to another site to see photos. E.Owen does not think anyone in 
the village is using Pinterest at the moment. 
Flickr - helps to embed photographs into website. Could be a good way to put photos of village events on the website. Parish 
Council would need a ‘take-down’ policy. There are Flickr accounts around. There would need to be a trusted person in con-
trol of the Flickr account. Most councils use it as a way of celebrating. We could have a Parish Council Flickr account in the 
future. 
Twitter – Kingsdon village has a twitter feed. E.Owen showed an example of different twitter feeds and read out and handed 
round a copy of the @kingsdonvillage twitter feed. The only messages that are displayed are the ones that we have put out. 
No replies. It helps to keep the front page of the website up to date without effort. 
G.Osborne asked if it could be linked to google +, so the village hall becomes more prominent. 
B.Paine said that he is happy with the proposal; but can we remember that the website and other social media cannot be as-
sumed as the primary method of communication with parishioners. 
E.Owen proposed to put a Facebook button on the shop page, to talk to the web designer for a quotation for other social me-
dia, to then show a mock up at a council meeting and be authorised to spend up to £50, seconded by I.Dibben, all in favour.  
Action – E.Owen to communicate with web designer. 
 

8. Village recreation field 
W.Elliott explained that David Thompson has asked to have a vintage car rally on the field. W. Elliott is proposing that we 
support this, seconded by G.Osborne. 
 

We have held a number of events on the field where the Parish Council are approached and permission was given. 
But with the new play equipment there and increased use by children there should be a risk assessment. When vehicles mov-
ing on field high visibility jackets must be worn by marshals.  
Insurance – they should demonstrate to us that they have their own public liability insurance. 
A parish council run event is different to another organization. 
We need to check on our insurance that we are covered? David Thompson to be asked if he as pubic liability insurance. Ac-
tion – D. Beswick will check the insurance. 
Take advice from SSDC on risk assessment. A member of PC and the event organizer to do a sensible risk assessment. 
Standard Risk assessment forms can be obtained.. 
It was also suggested that in the future could another entrance be put in. We need to check permission. Possibility for hard 
standing to alleviate parking issues. However such action could have strategic implications with regard to the lease. 
 

If these conditions are met, checking their insurance, our insurance and risk assessment, all in favour.  
Action – I.Dibben, G.Osborne and David Thompson to do risk assessment. 
 

9. Formation of a working party to plan and organise village events 
W.Elliott said that we have various events on field with another event coming up in August. However next year there is a 
national weekend for queen’s 90th birthday. I would like to see if it is possible for PC to part finance it? 
D.Beswick asked if the intention is to make it self-financing. If put through PC, can claim back VAT which would be quite 
considerable, working party to set this up. 
Next chronicle – seek volunteers. Action – W. Elliott put in chronicle. 
No proposal to vote on tonight. 
 

10.Children’s play equipment on village recreation field 
D.Beswick said this is a follow up to a letter which suggested concerns about a range of things. He had a discussion with the 
parishioners. P.Waters and a parishioner are looking at screening to be planted. They are going to put together a plan to bring 
to next PC meeting, will also need clearance from the estate. Action – P Waters. 
Other issues – such as toilets, we can address with signs. The current sign has Jim Master’s details, so needs updating. The 
pub happy for people to use toilets at all times and the car park when the pub is closed. Sign for weight limit on zip wire.  
 

B.Paine proposed that we have a notice board on the field, seconded E.Owen, all in favour. Action – I.Dibben to look at no-
tice board price and put it up. 
 

It was also proposed by I.Dibben that we have a sign directing people to the shop, seconded by E.Owen, all in favour. 
 

11. Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, code of conduct and freedom of information 
The Councillors reviewed the policies and made appropriate changes. Action – K.Hatt to make changes and circulated for 
final approval. 
 
 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.41pm 
Next meeting Thursday 9th July, 7.30pm. 
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Kingsdon Commemorates the  75th Anniversary of   
The Battle of Britain 

 
 Saturday 29th August   

 

The Village Fete.   
 
The Fete will be opened at 11am by the Commanding Officer of the Royal Navy His-
toric Flight, Lieutenant Commander Chris Götke R.N. who was presented with the Air 
Force Cross by His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales at Buckingham Palace on 12 
June 2015. 
 
Chris, who was awarded the AFC for heroically landing a historic Fleet Air Arm Sea 
Fury after suffering engine failure during an air display, faced the deeply unenviable 
choice of jumping out of the aircraft or crash landing in a field. Despite rapidly losing 
altitude, Chris bravely chose to stay with the aircraft, pulling the plane out of a steep 
dive and managing to glide the heavy fighter back over the airfield boundary. His text 
book emergency landing in front of a crowd of 21,000 at RNAS Culdrose Air Day last 
July has been viewed by over half a million viewers on YouTube. 
 
 

Stalls, Side Shows and Games     -   Helpers Wanted   
All day Bar & BBQ 
 
Entertainment will include:-  
 

’The Village Stocks’ where you can pelt the village idiot with wet sponges (Sponsored by Travis Perkins of Langport)      
organised by Julian Hutt 
 

Skittles competition, Coconut Shy and  Can Shy,   (On loan from Compton Dundon)   
 

Eric’s ‘Water to Wine’ stall,   Run by Eric Russell  -  A bottle stall with a difference!! 
 

Ping Pong Game,  Bric-A –Brac stall,    Cake and plant stalls .  Tea & Coffee with cream teas.    
 

Visit by World Horse Welfare,     Fire Brigade display, Classic Car and Motor bike display  and many more activities.                              
There will be a Battle of Britain decorated Cake and Cupcake competition for adults and children.   
 

The Royal Navy Historic Flight will be in attendance with a stall. 
 
The Fly Navy Heritage Trust Sea Fury Appeal has raised over £140K towards the cost of a new Centaurus engine but still 
needs a further £55K to reach its target. “We hope to have her flying again for the 2016 season” said Sue Eagles, Campaign 
Director. “Every donation makes a real difference so please donate today to help get this magnificent piston fighter back in 
the air.”  
 

Would you like to help with any of the above, please phone Wally on 841444 or email wallyelliott@hotmail.com who will 
pass your name on to the stall / game organiser. 
 

In the evening there will be a dance 
with the return of ‘The Kingsdon 
Big Band’ ( Organised by Keith 
Thomas). whose repertoire will in-
clude such tunes as ‘In the Mood’ 
and other famous Glenn Miller 
favourites.   In suppor t will be 
our postman Mike Francis with his  
‘Nelson’s Disco’. 
Tickets Adults £10, school children 
£5. (which includes a hot-dog or 
burger)  available from Kingsdon 
Community Shop, The Kingsdon 
Inn or phone Wally on 01935 
841444 or email: 
wallyelliott@hotmail.com. 
 
There will be a Bar and BBQ over the two days for which volunteer staff are require, please let us know if you can help. 
  
On Sunday 30th August at 9am will be the viewing for  the Scarecrow competition.  Then at 11am  will be ‘Songs of 
Praise’  in the marquee followed by a village picnic lunch.  In the afternoon will be a Treasure Hunt.    

On Sunday evening in the marquee for your entertainment will be the Kingsdon Jazz Quartet (Entry is free) 
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Kingsdon Community Shop 
 
What a great month it’s been at the Community Shop – it’s always wonderful seeing so many people visiting to buy grocer-
ies or at the special events.  
 

The 'Toasted Teacake with a Cuppa' charity fundraiser in aid of the water charity Just a Drop was highly successful and 
raised £70. 
 

The Kingsdon Knitting Club had a very busy meet with lots of wonderful creations being produced including Hedgehogs for 
the Somerset Wildlife Trust. Also, we had Jackanory with Linda Parry and some of the younger members of the community.  
 

Finally, the clean up and painting began on the shop’s outbuildings in readiness for new arts and crafts classes we’ve 
planned – linoprint, stained glass and needlefelt classes coming very soon.…phew, its all go! 
 
So, what’s happening in July? 
 

9am on 4th July  -  Paint the Railings  - Calling volunteers to paint one section of the railing, how far can we get in one day 
 
10:30am 11th July  -  Kingsdon Knitting Club  -  Come and join us, bring your knitting or crochet or begin a new hedgehog 
 
1pm till 4pm 18th July   -   Cream teas   -   £2:50 per person, served from 1 till 4 with extended shop opening 
 
11am till 11:30am   -    Jackanory With Linda Parry 
 
Kingsdon Community Arts Project – want to learn a new art or craft or want to teach a few people arts and craft that you 
love?  Contact Lydia through the shop or on lidfuzz@hotmail.com. And don’t forget, we’re always looking for new volun-
teers – even if you can’t commit to a regular duty, we’d love to hear from you, 

Author and Curator of Aircraft at the Fleet Air Arm Museum, David Morris, has recently produced his third book, ‘Royal 

Navy Search & Rescue a Centenary Celebration’ (Amberley Publishing-ISBN978-14456-34630 foreword by Capt Eric 

‘Winkle’ Brown RN). The book begins by identifying that 100 years ago the first recognised search and rescue mission using 

an aircraft was achieved by Royal Navy pilot Richard Bell-Davies, who was awarded a Victoria Cross for his actions. The 

book describes (using many previously unpublished images) numerous daring missions from that early date to today’s Sea 

King and Merlin operations.  Signed copies are available (Discount price £15.00) from David at No. 28. The Old Post Office, 

North Town. 

Previous books- History of Shepherds’ Huts ISBN 978-14456-21364 (Foreword by Kate Humble available £15.00). (Corsair 
KD431. ISBN 0-7509-4305-X currently out of stock). 



A POCKET KNIFE 
-a must-have for a country lad. 

By Peter Crowter 
 

Farmer Frank, a wise old man, he knew a thing or two, 
His advice was worth an ear cause most of it was true. 

Carry in your pocket for emergencies in life, 
A piece of string, a shilling and also a pocket knife. 

 
The thing I cherished most of all when I was a young lad, 
A pocket knife was something that I nearly always had. 
The first one was a cheap one with a handle made of tin, 

But when I got a lamb’s foot knife the first went in the bin. 
 

You need a knife for lots of things if you’re a country boy, 
Good for paunching rabbits and not just a pesky toy. 
You need to cut a hazel down to make a decent bow, 
And shape a lot of arrows too as every lad will know. 

 
You have to carve initials too so folk know where you’ve been, 

And in the bark of ancient trees for years they will be seen. 
The beech tree was the favourite, it’s bark was smooth and grey, 

The boys tree at the school was good till they took it away. 
 

I always had a pocket knife but others I had too, 
Sometimes a sheath knife on my belt in fact I did have two. 
One had a blade six inches long, I could chop down a tree, 

The other was much smaller and as neat as it could be. 
 

It’s rather sad that nowadays knives have to be controlled, 
Instead of tools they’re weapons in some places we are told. 
You’re not allowed to buy one till you’re old enough to vote, 

So how’s a lad expected to remove a rabbit’s coat. 

New Signs for Kingsdon Nursery Garden 
 

The entrance to Kingsdon Nursery Garden has newly 
painted signs thanks to Jasmin Basta the granddaughter 
of Brush Strokes decorator Gail Harris. 
Jasmin who painted the green signs and the wording as a 
challenge is 16 and  attends Crispin School in Street 
where she came top in her school for Art.  

Found pendant 
This small pendant was found in Mow 
Barton Road at the beginning of June.  
It is Hallmarked silver and is engraved: 
2001 Tiffany & Co. 925. 
To claim phone 01935 841444 or                
Email wallyelliott@hotmail.com   
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Yeovil Hospital  
 

Although most people will think of paper maps when they think of 
Ordnance Survey, the digital map data is now used by most organisa-
tions to help them make decisions.  I think Kingsdon residents will all 
be happy that it was used in the below example. 
 

OS DATA HELPS KEEP YEOVIL HOSPITAL OPEN FOR 
STROKE PATIENTS 
 

As part of a major service review, Somerset CCG wished to confirm the clinical benefits they would achieve by closing the 
stroke service at Yeovil Hospital and centralising stroke services at Taunton Hospital instead. 
“We have a limited number of stroke staff and experts and we want to know it operates effectively 24 hours a day – and this 
could be to operate out of one facility.” 
 

In Spring2014 the Somerset Clinical Commissioning Group asked their Geographical Information Systems (GIS) team to 
investigate. Using Ordnance Survey map data and several types of software, travel access times to the two hospitals from 
various locations in Somerset were analysed. This included assessing blue light emergency transport times, and the location 
of stroke cases relative to population figures.  
 

The study confirmed that the clinical benefits of closing Yeovil would be far less significant than had previously been antici-
pated. In fact, it was found that the increased travel times would have a critical impact on the speed of treatment for many 
stroke patients with the 60 minute call-to-door target time for stroke patients being unachievable for too many patients if fa-
cilities were only located at Taunton.  
 

Based on this analysis the decision was made not to close the stroke centre at Yeovil Hospital after all. 
 
 



Congratulations to Zoe on her MSc 
 
Former Kingsdon girl Zoe Veal nee Attwell whose parents, Pete and Angie Attwell 
live in Kingsdon, has attained an MSc in Medical Education at the University of the 
West of England, Bristol.    
Zoe’s describes herself as a Children's Nurse and Senior Lecturer. Interested in 
children's literature and Jane Austen. Avid knitter and novice seamstress. 
 

Her MSc adds to her very successful career in Children's Nursing at Bristol 
Children's Hospital where her staff profile reads: 
 

BSc (Hons) Professional Studies (Nursing); RN (Child); Dip HE Children's Nursing; 
Registered Nurse Teacher; PG Dip Teaching and Learning for Healthcare 
Professionals, BA (Hons) Literature (Open) 
 

Position:  
Programme Leader:   BSc (Hons) Nursing (Children's)  
Department: HAS - Nursing and Midwifery. 
 

Area of expertise: 
Children's Nursing with a background in paediatric cardiology and cardiac surgery 
and general paediatric surgery. 
 

Teaching: 
Children's Nursing, Clinical Skills, Manual Handling. 
 

Zoe reports;  Yes, it's official, I've completed all the components of an MSc in Teaching and Learning for Healthcare 
Professionals at the University of Bristol and been told that I've passed. Most of the students doing the course are doctors, so 
its focus is medical education, but the knowledge and skills are easily transferable to nursing.  
 

The MSc consists of 9 education focused modules and a research dissertation altogether. The first 7 were to gain 
qualification as a nurse educator, which is a requirement of the Nursing and Midwifery Council for nurse lecturers teaching 
student nurses within a university setting - i.e. I needed to do these for my job! Most students on the programme stop at this 
point as the full masters degree is not needed to teach either student nurses or doctors, but I chose to continue.  
 

I was able to choose my 8th module and I chose medical ethics, then I had to complete a research methods module for the 
final module as preparation for my research dissertation. My research topic for the dissertation was the use of fiction 
literature as a teaching tool in nurse education, with a focus on children's picture book fiction. This took the form of a 15,000 
word literature review and I was able to demonstrate that fiction, especially children's picture book fiction, is an effective 
form for developing empathy and compassion in undergraduate student nurses. 
 

I am due to attend my graduation ceremony in July. 
 

My plans for the future are to complete a PhD, but at the moment, I'm taking a much deserved study break! 
 

Education 
 

1978 – 1984     Kingsdon Primary School 
1984 – 1989   Huish Episcopi Comprehensive School 
1989 – 1991   Yeovil College (A Levels) 
1992 – 1995   Avon & Glos. College of Health  -  Diploma in Higher Ed. Children’s Nursing 
Registered Children’s Nurse 
1996 – 1998   University West of England (UWE)   BSc. (Hons)  Professional Studies (Nursing) 
2006  - 2013   B.A. (Hons)  Literature (Open University) Part  time student. Graduated 1st Class. 
2009 – 2015  MSc Teaching & Learning for Healthcare Professionals   
 

Career 
 

1995 – 1996  Bristol Royal Hospital for Children (BRHC) – Short Stay Surgery 
1996 – 1999  Paedriatric Burns & Plastic Surgery.  Neurology & Neurosurgery at Frenchay Hospital 
1999 – 2003  General Long Stay Surgery Bristol Children’s Hospital. 
2003 – 2008  BRHC Cardiology & Cardiac Surgery 
2008 – 2012  Lecturer / Senior Lecturer in Child nursing UWE Bristol 
2012 -  Present   Senior Lecturer / Programme Leader for BSc (Hons) in Children’s Nursing at UWE Bristol 

Marquee/gala tent looking for a new home 
 

B&Q white plastic garden gala tent, with sides.                    
All poles included, but 4 damaged (bent in wind)                                               

Dimensions  approx. 30 x 15 feet  
Only used once,  Free on collection from 

 
David Thomson,                                                                          

Park Farmhouse,  Lower Road,  Kingsdon. TA11 7LL.        
Tel 07840789373 
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My Favorite Animal 
 Our teacher asked what my favorite animal was, and I said, 
"Fried chicken."   She said I wasn't funny, but she couldn't 
have been right, because everyone else laughed. 
My parents told me to always tell the truth. I did. Fried chick-
en is my favorite animal.  I told my dad what happened, and 
he said my teacher was probably a supporter of  the 
RSPCA   He said they love animals very much. 
I do, too. Especially chicken, pork and beef. Anyway, my 
teacher sent me to the principal's office.  I told him what hap-
pened, and he laughed, too. Then he told me not to do it 
again. 
The next day in class my teacher asked me what my favor-
ite live animal was. I told her it was chicken. She asked me 
why, so I told her it was because you could make them into 
fried chicken. 
She sent me back to the principal's office. He laughed, and 
told me not to do it again. 
I don't understand. My parents taught me to be honest, but 
my teacher doesn't like it when I am. 
Today, my teacher asked me to tell her what famous person I 
admired most. I told her,  "Colonel Sanders."  
Guess where I am now... 
  
A priest is driving down to  New York and gets stopped for 
speeding in Connecticut.   The state trooper smells alcohol on 
the priest's breath and then sees an empty wine bottle on the 
floor of the car.  
He says, "Sir, have you been drinking?"  
"Just water," says the priest.  
The trooper says, "Then why do I smell wine?"  
The priest looks at the bottle and says, "Good Lord! He's 
done it again!" 
 
Q. Where did the Egyptian Mummy go to get her back fixed? 
 A. The Cairo..practor! 

A man sees a sign outside a house - 'Talking Dog for Sale.' 
He rings the bell, the owner appears and tells him the dog 
can be viewed in the back garden. 
The man sees a very nice looking Labrador Retriever sit-
ting there. "Do you really talk?" he asks the dog. 
"Yes," the Labrador replies.  After recovering from the 
shock of hearing the dog talk, the man asks, "So, tell me 
your story." 
The Labrador looks up and says, "Well, I discovered that I 
could talk when I was pretty young.  I wanted to help the 
government, so I was sold to the SAS. 
In no time at all they had me jetting from country to coun-
try, sitting in rooms with spies and world leaders, because 
no one imagined that a dog would be eavesdropping. 
I was one of their most valuable spies for eight years". 
"But the jetting around really tired me out, and I knew I 
wasn't getting any younger so I decided to settle down. 
I signed up for a job at Scotland Yard to do some under-
cover security work, wandering near suspicious characters 
and listening in.   I uncovered some incredible dealings and 
was awarded several medals". 
"Then I got married, had a few puppies, and now I've just 
retired." 
The man is amazed. He goes back into the house and asks 
the owner how much he wants for the dog. 
"Ten quid," the owner says. 
"£10! But your dog is absolutely amazing! Why on earth 
are you selling him so cheaply?" 
"Because he's a lying b*****d……. he's never been out of 
the garden. 
 
TOMFOOLERY 
A common mistake that people make when trying to de-
sign something completely foolproof is to underestimate 
the ingenuity of complete fools. 
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Cheesy humour 

Right - what's your worst cheese joke?!      

Now think Caerphilly 

Which cheese can be used to camouflage a 

horse? Mascarpone... 

How do you handle cheese fondue?  Caerphilly 

How did the cheese paint his wife?                

He Double Gloucester 

What does a woman put on  to look taller?    

Stilton 

Creamy cheese sold at the Pilton Festival?    

Glaston-brie. 

A good cheese to stop a flood!  Edam 

Cheese for Medusa and Emile?  Gorgonzola 

What cheese do you use to coax a bear out of 
the woods with?  Camembert. 
 
What do cheese salesmen say?  That cheese 
may be Gouda, but this one is Feta! 
 
Why did the cheese lose a fight with a 
stone?  Because the Roquefort back. 
 
When should you go on a cheese diet?  If you 
need to cheddar a few pounds. 
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Collection Dates  for Kingsdon in July 
 

 Wheelie Bins -  Tuesdays 14th and 28th  
 
 Recycling       -  Every Tuesday  
 
 Green Bins    -  Tuesdays 7th & 21st 
 

Maria’s Race for Life 
A big thank you to everyone 
who has kindly sponsored me 
and to the Kingsdon Inn and 
our Village Community shop 
for collecting £123 sponsor-
ship money for me and of 
course to Wally for advertising 
the race for life in the 
Kingsdon Chronicle. 

 

 

 

 
Thinking about selling or letting your property? 

Looking for a new home in the local area? 
Then look no further. … 

 
Kingsdon Resident Gabby Osborne is your local property  expert & the new 

Branch Manager at Palmer Snell in  Somerton.  
 

Gabby has lived in Kingsdon for over 20 years & has been an estate agent in the 
local area for 9 years.            
 
Who better to sell your property than someone who knows the area, knows the market & is passionate about the 
village. 

 

Kingsdon 100+ Club 
June  Draw Winners 

  
The Draw was made by Babs Conway at the Village Shop on 

13th June 
 

1st No. 103   
£15  Jenny Smith 

 
2nd No. 113   

£10 Faith Barker 
 

3rd No. 45   
£5  Sarah Freeman 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fjurassicfields.com%2Fsponsors%2F&ei=_g7WVKjTA6WJ7Qb9-4GIBA&bvm=bv.85464276,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNGHeVZ_am_jLXzKT2Q_oUe7ETDV7A&ust=1423401079227672


Reliable and trustworthy babysitter in 
Kingsdon 

 

 I have experience of look-
ing after children of all 
ages and have an up to 
date CRB check.  
 

I would love to come and 
meet you and your family 
prior to babysitting so that 
you can get to know me 
and discuss any routines.    
 

Please call, text or email 
Kelly Osborne to enquire 
01935849174   kellyos-
borne@hotmail.co.uk                                         
£7 per hour, references 
upon request. 

Kingsdon Village Hall Floor 
 
Two days hard D.I.Y. work in the Village Hall 
by committee members Guy Osborne & Ian 
Dibben, with help from volunteer Glenn Alli-
son, has brought the maple wood floor back up 
to a high standard and in the process will have 
saved possibly £2,000 if an outside contractor 
had been used. 
 

By late Sunday afternoon the hall was back in 
service.  All the window curtains have been dry 
cleaned,  and with the help of Lucy Dibben, 
they have been re-hung along with the stage 
curtains, which are next for dry cleaning.  
 
There is still plenty to be done in the refurbish-
ment programme with part redecoration of the 
hall interior, the re-fitting of the party lights, 
backdrop stage curtains installed, stage floor re 
varnished, the list is nonexhaustive for our a few 
volunteers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are soon going to have Winslow take down the party lights and re install them with proper mains connections.   They 
were originally put up temporarily for Christmas over 2 years ago, but have remained up by popular request! 
 
 

It is rather ironic however that some residents have told us that we would be better off  saving for a new hall, instead  of 
spending money on the upkeep and maintenance of the old hall that is slowly coming to the end of it’s life!                       
Well, I suppose it wont last for ever, will it?     Wally 

Kingsdon Ladies Club 
 
The Kingsdon Ladies Club meeting was held on Tuesday 9th 
June and there were 21  members present.  
 

The speaker was Pam Gilbert who gave us a talk on Bead 
work. Her interest started after attending a 'work shop' on this 
subject and she was hooked!! After 33 years in banking she 
decided to accept early retirement, and learn the art of beading. 
She and 2 other friends started their own workshop which has 
been going for 12 years and has around 60 members. 
Her work is incredible and the size of the beads she works with 
are so very small, that one of her completed pieces looks like 
ribbon! We were able to see many examples of her work from 
bracelets to Christmas tree decorations! 
 

The next meeting is on Tuesday July 14th at 7.30 pm in the 
village hall, and the speaker is David Greenaway and the talk is 
Town Crier. New members welcome. 
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Kingsdon Seniors Club  
 

The annual summer outing this year was to Tiverton, in the morning a visit to the Grand Western Canal with a trip on the 
Tivertonian, a traditionally painted 75 seater barge pulled by a shire horse in colourful harness and brasses. It is the last of its 
kind in the West Country.  The Canal is a Country Park and meanders its way through 11 miles of agricultural land and small 
pockets of woodland providing spectacular views of the surrounding Devonshire countryside.  The canal was built in 1814, 
for primary use of the lime trade. Horse-Drawn tub-boats worked for over 100 years conveying stone from the quarries. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The barge has a quaint bar in the stern serving many west country soft drinks and beers.  Up front in the bow are the  toilets.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pulled by the magnificent shire horse ( a true 1 horse power) at a steady 2½ m.p.h.  the trip is a 2½ hr return where the barge 
travels for one hour to East Manley, turns around and then moors up, allowing you the opportunity to take a short walk to see 
the aqueduct (designed by Brunel's team of railway engineers), 
 
A short coach journey in the afternoon took us to Knightshayes Court  a Victorian country house in Tiverton, designed by 
William Burges for the Heathcoat-Amory family.  With acres of glorious gardens and parkland, surrounding a spectacular 
Gothic Revival house, Knightshayes is the complete country gentleman's dream. 

The house is a rare example of 
the work of William Burges, 
whose richly decorated interi-
ors have always inspired ex-
tremes in opinion. Full of 
quirks and curiosities, you can 
see gargoyles, corbels and a 
medieval inspired great hall. 
  

The garden is one of the finest 
in Devon and its collection rep-
resents one of the most varied 
in the Trust; with over 1200 
plant species unique to Knight-
shayes and riotous seasonal 
colour, it’s always worth a vis-
it. 
Covering an area of just over 
four acres, the walled kitchen 
garden is another great high-
light, brimming with seasonal 
produce for the Stables Café 



A.D.M. STONEMASON 

Manor Road, Kingsdon 
 

All stonework undertaken, new works 
and all  

repairs and re-pointing. 
 

General Building & Maintenance              
works carried out 

 
Free Quotes / Advice contact  

Alan (37 yrs experience) 
 

Tel 01935 840839  /  07733590971 

Babysitter 

 Kate Wright 
   

Kate lives in Kingsdon. She is available most 

nights.  Her contact no is 07530215236 
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Kingsdon Cricket Club in June 

7th June Home to Queen Camel 
 
Kingsdon 147 - 6  (J. Russon ret hurt 61, J. Schofield 29) 
 

Queen Camel 148 - 1 (S. Dennett n.o. 64, T. Down 43, D. Evans n.o.30) 
 
14th June Home President’s Xl - v - Chairman’s Xl 
 
Chairman’s Xl  180 - 8 (S. Rumbles 48, Sophie Phillips 25 n.o.   A. Dale 3 - 20) 
 

President’s Xl 129   (P. Waters 56 n.o.     Sophie Phillips 5 - 16) 
 
(Player of the match 15y Sophie Phillips) 
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Scarecrow Competition entry form 
 

I / We wish to participate in the Kingsdon Scarecrow competition. 
 
Names 
 
 
Address 
 
 

 
My/Our Scarecrow will be on display at (Location/ address where the scarecrow can be seen by the judges            
if different from above) 
 
 
 
 
 
Admission to the contest is free.   There is no limit as to the number of   scarecrows made and displayed by each 
participating household.  Scarecrows should be available for judging from 9am to 11am on Sunday 30th  August 
2015. 
 
Please leave your entry form in an 
envelope marked  
‘SCARECROW’ at Kingsdon 
Shop or  to Wally at 4 Manor 
Close, Kingsdon by noon on 29th 
August.   
 
If your family is entering more 
than one scarecrow, please have 
each scarecrow clearly  numbered 
for the judges to see.   
 
The winner will be announced at 
the Luncheon in the Marquee on 
Sunday 30th August. 
 
 
 
 
 
Here is a random selection of 
Scarecrows from our Diamond  
Jubilee competition in 2012 


